
The Statue of Liberty is one of the most powerful icons in the 
ZRUOG��,�UHPHPEHU�WKH�ğUVW�DQG�ODVW�WLPH�,�VDZ�LW�DQG�MXVW�EHLQJ�
blown away by its beauty. The statue is full of powerful symbols 
WKDW�FRPPXQLFDWH�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�ZKDW�RXU�QDWLRQ�VWDQGV�IRU��6KH�
ZHDUV� D� FURZQ�ZLWK� VHYHQ� VSLNHV�� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� WKH� VHYHQ� VHDV�
and seven continents of the world; liberty is a universal value. 
She holds a tablet in her left hand. It’s a book of law based on the 
IRXQGLQJ�SULQFLSOHV�RI�WKLV�QDWLRQ��7KHUH�DUH����OD\HUV�RI�JUDQLWH�
WKDW�FRPSULVH�WKH�ERG\�RI�WKH�SHGHVWDO�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH����FROR-
QLHV�WKDW�IRUPHG�$PHULFD�LQ�������

7KH�WZR�PRVW�SRZHUIXO�V\PEROV�LQ�P\�PLQG�DUH�DW�WKH�KLJKHVW�
DQG�ORZHVW�SRLQWV�RQ�WKH�VWDWXH��$W�WKH�KLJKHVW�SRLQW��VKH�KROGV�
D� WRUFK�� 7KLV� V\PERO� RI� OLJKW� ZDV�PHDQW� WR� VKRZ� WKDW� OLEHUW\�
ZRXOG�HQOLJKWHQ� WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��$W� WKH� ORZHVW�SRLQW��ZH�VHH�
DQRWKHU�V\PERO��6KH�ZHDUV�VDQGDOV��VXJJHVWLQJ�KHU�VWDWXUH�DV�D�
IUHH�SHUVRQ��$QG�VKHłV�QRW�VWDQGLQJ�VWLOO��VKHłV�ZDONLQJ�IRUZDUG��
$W�KHU�IHHW�DUH�EURNHQ�FKDLQV��GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKDW�VKHłV�IUHH�IURP�
VODYHU\�DQG�ERQGDJH�

7RGD\�ZH�FRPH�WR�D�SDVVDJH�RI�6FULSWXUH�LQ�ZKLFK�-HVXV�GHSLFWV�
himself much like Bartholdi depicted the Statue of Liberty. Turn 
WR�-RKQ����:HłOO�EH�VWDUWLQJ�LQ�YHUVH����DQG�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�HQWLUH�
remainder of the chapter. It’s a lot of text so we won’t be able to 
UHDG�DOO�RI�LW��DQG�ZHłOO�VNLS�DURXQG�D�ELW��EXW�\RXłOO�JHW�WKH�JLVW����

Jesus Offers Light to Those in Darkness
,Q�WKHVH�YHUVHV�-HVXV�XVHV�WZR�SRZHUIXO�LPDJHV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�
VRPHWKLQJ�RI�ZKDW�KH�KDV�WR�RIIHU��)LUVW��LQ�Y�����LWłV�OLNH�KH�KROGV�
up a torch and says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
,WłV�OLNHO\�WKDW�-HVXV�VDLG�WKLV�RQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\�RI�WKH�)HDVW�RI�WKH�
7DEHUQDFOHV��ZKLFK�ZH� ORRNHG� DW� WZR�ZHHNV� DJR� LQ� FKDSWHU� ���
-HVXV�ZDV�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�ZKDW�ZDV�FDOOHG�WKH�&RXUW�RI�WKH�:RPHQ��
7KHUH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXU�ODUJH�VWDQGV��HDFK�ZLWK�IRXU�JROGHQ�
bowls. As part of a sacred ceremony, someone would climb a 
ODGGHU�DQG�ğOO�WKHP�ZLWK�RLO��7KHQ�WKH\łG�EH�OLW��XVLQJ�WKH�ZRUQ�
XQGHUJDUPHQWV�RI�SULHVWV�DV�ZLFNV��7KH\łG�KDSSHQHG�DW�QLJKW�VR�
DOO� -HUXVDOHP�ZRXOG� EH� LOOXPLQHG�� ,Q� D�ZRUOG� WKDW� GLGQłW� KDYH�
SXEOLF�OLJKWLQJ�DIWHU�GXVN��LW�ZDV�D�VSHFWDFXODU�WKLQJ�WR�VHH�WKLV�
OLJKW� VKLQLQJ� IURP� -HUXVDOHPłV� \HOORZ� OLPHVWRQH� ZDOOV� ZKLOH�
FKRLUV�RI�/HYLWHV�VDQJ�DQG�SHRSOH�GDQFHG�LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV��,PDJLQH�
-HVXV��LQ�WKH�YHU\�FRXUW�ZKHUH�WKLV�FHUHPRQ\�WRRN�SODFH��VWDQGLQJ�
EHQHDWK� WKH���� OLW� ERZOV� RI� RLO�� DQQRXQFLQJ� WKDW�KHłV� WKH� WUXH�
OLJKW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�

7KH� V\PERO� RI� OLJKW� LV� XVHG� LQ� PDQ\� FXOWXUHV� DQG� PDQ\� UHOL-
JLRQV� WR� V\PEROL]H� D�QXPEHU�RI� WKLQJV�� EXW�ZKDW�ZRXOG� -HVXV�
KDYH�PHDQW� DQG� KRZ�ZRXOG� KLV� -HZLVK� DXGLHQFH� KDYH� XQGHU-
VWRRG�KLP"�1R�GRXEW� WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH� WKRXJKW�RI� WKH� OLJKW�RI�
WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG��ZKLFK� WKH\� FDOOHG� WKH�6KHNLQDK�JORU\�� 7KHUH�
ZDV�D�SLOODU�RI�FORXG�E\�GD\�DQG�ğUH�E\�QLJKW�WKDW�SURWHFWHG�DQG�
OHG�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�WKURXJK�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV��7KHVH�ZHUH�WKH�SHRSOH�
ZKR�ZHUH�WDXJKW�WR�VLQJ��“The Lord is my light and my salvation 
-- whom shall I fear?” �3V���������*RG�KDG�DOVR�JLYHQ�KLV�SHRSOH�
KLV�ZRUG��ODZ��DQG�VR�WKH\�FRXOG�VD\��“Your word is lamp to my 
feet and a light for my path”��3V������������*RG�VDLG�WKURXJK�WKH�
SURSKHW�,VDLDK�WKDW�WKH�FRPLQJ�0HVVLDK�ZRXOG�EH�“a light for the 
Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth” 
�,V��������� -HVXV� LV� VD\LQJ�� Ń7KDWłV�PH�� ,� DP�WKDW� OLJKW�� ,� DP� the 
OLJKW��,�DP�WKH�JORULRXV�OLJKW�WKDW�OHG�\RX�WKURXJK�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV��
,�DP�WKH�2QH�ZKR�VDYHV�\RX�DQG�JXLGHV�\RX��DQG�QRW�MXVW�\RX�EXW�
the whole world.”

2I� FRXUVH�� WKH� DVVXPSWLRQ� EHKLQG� WKLV� LPDJH� LV�� DSDUW� IURP�
&KULVW��ZHłUH�DOO�LQ�GDUNQHVV��7KDWłV�QRW�D�YHU\�QLFH�WKLQJ�WR�VD\��,�
ZDV�ORRNLQJ�DW�VRPH�ROG�SKRWRV�RI�RXU�IDPLO\�DQG�,�FDPH�DFURVV�
RQH� WKDW� VKRZHG� RQH� RI� P\� GDXJKWHUV� DW� KHU� ELUWKGD\� SDUW\�
WU\LQJ�WR�ZKDFN�D�SLòDWD�ZLWK�D�EDVHEDOO�EDW��<RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�,łP�
WDONLQJ�DERXW��<RX�WDNH�D�URSH�DQG�KDQJ�WKLV�SDSHU�PDFKÒ�ğJXUH�
VWXIIHG�ZLWK�FDQG\�RQWR�D�WUHH��7KHQ�\RX�EOLQGIROG�D�NLG��JLYH�KHU�
D�EDW��WZLUO�KHU�DURXQG�XQWLO�VKHłV�GL]]\��DQG�VHW�KHU�ORRVH�WR�WU\�
WR�NQRFN�RSHQ�WKH�SLòDWD�VR�WKH�FDQG\�IDOOV�RXW��8VXDOO\�\RX�KDYH�
VRPH�GHUDQJHG� DGXOW� DW� WKH�RWKHU� HQG�RI� WKH� URSH� FRQWUROOLQJ�
WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SLòDWD�VR�WKH�NLGV�FDQłW�GHVWUR\�LW�WRR�HDUO\�LQ�
WKH�JDPH��,WłV�DOO�TXLWH�IXQQ\�XQOHVV�\RXłUH�WKH�NLG�ZKR�LV�EOLQG-
IROGHG��,Q�D�ZD\��WKDWłV�KRZ�ZH�DOO�DUH��$SDUW�IURP�&KULVW��ZHłUH�
VSLULWXDOO\�EOLQGIROGHG��GL]]\��H[SHQGLQJ�DOO�RXU�HIIRUW� WU\LQJ� WR�
JHW�VRPH�RI�WKH�JRRGLHV�RXW�RI�WKLV�OLIH��EXW�ZLWK�QR�LGHD�ZKHUH�
ZHłUH�UHDOO\�JRLQJ��

Jesus Offers Freedom to Those in Bondage
7KH� VHFRQG� LPDJH� WKDW� -HVXV� XVHV� FRPHV� LQ� YHUVHV� ��ŋ����+H�
says, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” So 
-HVXV�RIIHUV�OLJKW�WR�WKRVH�LQ�GDUNQHVV�DQG�IUHHGRP�IRU�WKRVH�LQ�
ERQGDJH��/LNH�/DG\�/LEHUW\�VWULGLQJ�IRUZDUG�ZLWK�EURNHQ�FKDLQV�
DW�KHU�IHHW��-HVXV�SURPLVHV�WR�EUHDN�WKH�FKDLQV�WKDW�ELQG�XV��

1RZ� WKLV� LPPHGLDWHO\� UDLVHV� WKH� TXHVWLRQ�� Ń:KDW� NLQG� RI�
ERQGDJH�DUH�ZH�WDONLQJ�DERXW"ń�7KH�-HZV�ZKR�ZHUH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�
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KLP�FRPSOHWHO\�PLVVHG�WKH�SRLQW��7KDWłV�ZK\�WKH\�VD\��ŃŁ:H�DUH�
Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. 
+RZ� FDQ� \RX� VD\� WKDW� ZH� VKDOO� EH� VHW� IUHH"łń� ,Q� RWKHU� ZRUGV��
Ń:KDW�DUH�\RX�WDONLQJ�DERXW"�:HłUH�QRW�LQ�ERQGDJH�WR�DQ\RQH�ń�
,WłV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKH\�VD\�WKDW��7KH\�NQRZ�TXLWH�ZHOO�WKH\łUH�XQGHU�
the control of the Roman Empire. In the past they’d known 
VODYHU\�LQ�(J\SW��$VV\ULD�DQG�LQ�%DE\ORQ��%XW�VRPHKRZ�WKH\�WLHG�
their freedom to the fact that they were physical descendants 
RI�$EUDKDP��$EUDKDP�ZDV�WKH�IDWKHU�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�QDWLRQ��*RG�
KDG�PDGH�D�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�KLP��SURPLVLQJ�WR�PDNH�KLP�D�JUHDW�
nation. So their sense of freedom was tied not so much to poli-
WLFV�EXW� WR� WKHLU�JHQHWLFV��EHLQJ�DEOH� WR� WUDFH� WKHLU�SDWHUQLW\� WR�
Abraham. 

%XW�-HVXV�ZDV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�D�GLIIHUHQW�NLQG�RI�VODYHU\��/RRN�ZKDW�
he says next, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to 
sin. Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son 
belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free in-
deed” �YHUVHV���ŋ�����-HVXV�LV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�VSLULWXDO�VODYHU\��)RU�
-HVXV�� WKH�XOWLPDWH�ERQGDJH� LVQłW� HQVODYHPHQW� WR�D�SROLWLFDO�RU�
economic system, but a vicious slavery to moral failure, to rebel-
OLRQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�*RG�ZKR�PDGH�XV��7KH�FUXHO�PDVWHU�LVQłW�&DHVDU��
EXW�VKDPHIXO�VHOI�FHQWHUHGQHVV��HYLO��DQG�DQ�HQVODYLQJ�GHYRWLRQ�
WR�FUHDWHG�WKLQJV�LQ�SODFH�RI�WKH�&UHDWRU��7KLV�LV�ZK\�-HVXV�ZRXOG�
QHYHU�DOORZ�KLPVHOI�WR�EH�UHGXFHG�WR�PHUH�SROLWLFDO�0HVVLDK��WR�
free people politically but not spiritually would be like a sloppy 
SDLQW�MRE�RYHU�D�KRXVH�LQIHVWHG�ZLWK�WHUPLWHV�

,WłV�WUDJLF�KRZ�ZH�DOO�WU\�WR�GHQ\�WKLV�VODYHU\��$W�VRPH�OHYHO��DOO�
of us have been like the alcoholic in denial. Everyone sees the 
SUREOHP�EXW�XV��7KLQN�DERXW�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�LV�XQDEOH�WR�IRUJLYH��
Perhaps they’ve been hurt or betrayed by someone they trusted, 
DQG�QRZ�WKH\�FDQłW� OHW� LW�JR�� WKH\�ZRQłW� OHW� LW�JR��7KH\�FOLQJ�WR�
WKHLU�ULJKW�WR�KROG�WKLV�WKLQJ�RYHU�WKDW�SHUVRQłV�KHDG��,W�KDSSHQV�
LQ�IDPLOLHV�DOO�WKH�WLPH��,W�PLJKW�EH�D�KXVEDQG�WRZDUGV�KLV�ZLIH�
RU�D� VRQ� WRZDUGV�KLV�PRWKHU��<RX� WKLQN�\RXłUH� IUHH��EXW�\RXłUH�
HQVODYHG��<RX�FDQłW� OHW� LW�JR�DQG�LW�QRW�RQO\�SRLVRQV�WKH�SHUVRQ�
\RX�ZRQłW�IRUJLYH�EXW�LW�SRLVRQV�\RX��(YHU\RQH�VHHV�KRZ�LWłV�GH-
VWUR\LQJ�\RX��EXW�\RX�ZRQłW�OHW�LW�JR��7KDWłV�VODYHU\��

-HVXV�VD\V��Ń,łYH�FRPH�WR�VHW�\RX�IUHH�IURP�WKDW�ń�1RWLFH�KH�HYHQ�
H[SODLQV�KRZ�WKLV�IUHHGRP�LV�ZRQ�DQG�ZKDW�LW�ORRNV�OLNH��+H�WDONV�
about the difference between a slave and a son. The son is in a 
KRXVH�DQG�KH�KDV�DFFHVV�WR�HYHU\WKLQJ��+H�FDQ�JR�ZKHUHYHU�KH�
ZDQWV� WR�JR��KH�FDQ� MXPS�RQ� WKH�EHG��KH�FDQ�RSHQ� WKH� UHIULJ-
HUDWRU�DQG�JUDE�ZKDW�KH�ZDQWV��%XW� WKH� VODYH�KDV�QR� ULJKWV�� ,I�
you’re a slave to sin, that’s you. The fact is, that’s all of us. But 
-HVXV�VD\V�LI�WKH�6RQ�VHWV�\RX�IUHH��\RXłOO�EH�IUHH�LQGHHG��:KR�LV�
WKH�6RQ"�7KDWłV�-HVXV��+H�VHWV�XV�IUHH�IURP�WKH�SRZHU�RI�VLQ��6R�
OLYHV�WKDW�ZHUH�FXUYHG�LQ�RQ�WKHPVHOYHV��OLYHV�WKDW�ZHUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�
WKH�GDUN� OLWWOH�GXQJHRQ�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�HJR��DUH�VHW�IUHH��7KH�RQH�
HQVODYHG�E\�ELWWHUQHVV�DQG�DQ�XQZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�IRUJLYH�FRPHV�WR�

DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�KRZ�&KULVW�GLHG�RQ�WKH�FURVV�IRU�KLP��$V�KH�
H[SHULHQFHV�KLV�RZQ�IRUJLYHQHVV��KHłV�VHW�IUHH�WR�IRUJLYH�KLV�ZLIH�

He can Offer this Because of His Unique Relationship 
with the Father
6R�OHWłV�UHFDS��-HVXV�FODLPHG�KHłV�WKH�OLJKW�IRU�WKRVH�LQ�GDUNQHVV�
DQG�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�IUHHGRP�IRU�WKRVH�LQ�ERQGDJH��<RX�FDQ�LPDJLQH�
WKDW�VRPH�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�-HVXV�ZDV�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�KDG�
D�KDUG�WLPH�KHDULQJ�WKLV��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�-HZLVK�OHDGHUV��)RU�WKDW�
UHDVRQ��PXFK�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�-HVXV�WR�
make such claims. This comes out in the back and forth between 
-HVXV�DQG�WKHVH�OHDGHUV��:KDW�-HVXV�NHHSV�FRPLQJ�EDFN�WR�LV�WKDW�
KLV� FODLPV�DUH� WUXH�EHFDXVH�RI�KLV� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KLV� )DWKHU��
6R�QRZ�-HVXV�LV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�SDWHUQLW\��$W�OHDVW����WLPHV�LQ�WKLV�
SDVVDJH��-HVXV�SRLQWV�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KHłV�IURP�WKH�)DWKHU��DQG�
VSHDNV�RQ�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�)DWKHU��LV�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�)DWKHU��DQG�
SOHDVHV�WKH�)DWKHU��+H�FODLPV��LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKDW�KLV�DXWKRULW\�
LVQłW�RZLQJ�WR�KXPDQ�RULJLQ��,WłV�RZLQJ�WR�KLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�
*RG�WKH�)DWKHU��

/HW�PH�JLYH�\RX�MXVW�D�WDVWH�RI�WKLV��:KHQ�WKH�3KDULVHHV�TXHVWLRQ�
WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�KLV�WHVWLPRQ\��-HVXV�UHVSRQGV�LQ�YHUVHV���ŋ����
“But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not alone. 
I stand with the Father, who sent me. In your own Law it is 
written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. I am one who 
WHVWLğHV�IRU�P\VHOI��P\�RWKHU�ZLWQHVV�LV�WKH�)DWKHU��ZKR�VHQW�PH�ń

7KHQ�WKH\�DVN�KLP�LQ�Y������“Where is your father?”�0RVW�OLNHO\�
WKH\�KDG�WKH�UXPRUV�DERXW�-HVXVłV�ELUWK��Ń<HDK��-HVXV��ZKR�ZDV�
\RXU�IDWKHU"ń�-HVXV�VD\V��“You do not know me or my Father... If 
you knew me, you would know my Father also.”�:RZ��7R�NQRZ�
KLP�LV�WR�NQRZ�WKH�)DWKHU��

/DWHU��ZKHQ� WKH\� TXHVWLRQ�ZKR�KH� LV� DQG�ZKHUH� KHłV� IURP�KH�
says, “I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent 
me is trustworthy, and what I have heard from him I tell the 
world” �Y�������-RKQ�DGGV��“They did not understand that he was 
telling them about his Father”��Y�������/DWHU��-HVXV�VD\V��“...I do 
nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught 
PH��7KH�RQH�ZKR�VHQW�PH�LV�ZLWK�PH��KH�KDV�QRW�OHIW�PH�DORQH��IRU�
I always do what pleases him”��YHUVHV���ŋ�����

6R� QRW� RQO\� GRHV� KH� FRPH� IURP� WKH� )DWKHU� DQG� VSHDN� IRU� WKH�
)DWKHU� EXW� KH� DOZD\V� GRHV�ZKDW� WKH� )DWKHU�ZDQWV��+H� GRHVQłW�
HYHQ�VHHN�KLV�RZQ�JORU\��6NLS�GRZQ�WR�YHUVHV���ŋ����“If I glorify 
myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as 
\RXU�*RG��LV�WKH�RQH�ZKR�JORULğHV�PH��7KRXJK�\RX�GR�QRW�NQRZ�
him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but 
I do know him and obey his word.”

7KHQ�FRPHV�VRPHWKLQJ�DPD]LQJ�� ,W�EHJLQV�ZLWK�-HVXV�VD\LQJ�LQ�
Y�� ���� “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing 
P\�GD\��KH�VDZ�LW�DQG�ZDV�JODG�ń�2EYLRXVO\��KHłV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�
KLV�SUH�H[LVWHQFH��EXW�WKH\�GRQłW�JHW�WKDW��DQG�VR�WKH\�VD\��“You 
DUH�QRW�\HW�ğIW\�\HDUV�ROG���DQG�\RX�KDYH�VHHQ�$EUDKDP�ń��Y������



7KH\�PXVW�EH�WKLQNLQJ��Ń:H�JRW�KLP�QRZ��7KLV�JX\�UHDOO\�LV�QXWV��
+HłV�KDQJLQJ�KLPVHOI�ULJKW�KHUH�LQ�IURP�RI�HYHU\RQH�ń�7KHQ�-HVXV�
PDNHV�WKH�PRVW�DXGDFLRXV�FODLP�RI�DOO��+H�VD\V��“Very truly I tell 
\RX���EHIRUH�$EUDKDP�ZDV�ERUQ��,�DP�ń��Y�����

1RZ� WKH\łUH� PDG�� <RX� VHH�� -HVXV� XVHG� WKH� GLYLQH� QDPH��
5HPHPEHU��0RVHV�KDG�DVNHG�*RG��“What’s your name?”�*RG�
said, “I AM”� 7KDWłV� KLV� QDPH�� 7KDWłV� ZKHUH� ZH� JHW� WKH� QDPH�
<DKZHK�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��7KLV�LV�D�FODLP�QRW�WR�EH�WKH�)DWKHU��
EXW�WR�EH�2QH�ZLWK�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG�WR�EH�HTXDO�ZLWK�WKH�)DWKHU��
1R�ZRQGHU� -RKQ� VD\V�� “At this, they picked up stones to stone 
him...”��Y�������7KDWłV�EODVSKHP\�DQG�WKDW�GHVHUYHV�VWRQLQJ�

1RZ�DOO�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�KLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�)DWKHU�
LV�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�LW�EDFNV�XS�KLV�FODLP�WR�EH�WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG�DQG�WKH�2QH�ZKR�EULQJV�WUXH�IUHHGRP��:K\�FDQ�KH�PDNH�
WKRVH�FODLPV"�%HFDXVH�KHłV� IURP�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG� VSHDNV�RQ� WKH�
DXWKRULW\�RI� WKH�)DWKHU�� LV�JRLQJ� WR� WKH�)DWKHU��DQG�SOHDVHV� WKH�
)DWKHU� LQ�DOO�KH�GRHV��%XW� LW�DOVR�EULQJV�XS�DQRWKHU�TXHVWLRQ� LQ�
this chapter, and that’s who is your father? 

Our Paternity Depends on Our Relationship to the 
Son
:H�OLYH� LQ� WKH�GD\�DQG�DJH�RI�SDWHUQLW\� WHVWLQJ��+DYH�\RX�HYHU�
WKRXJKW�RI�KRZ�WKH\�GLG�WKDW�EHIRUH�WKH�DGYHQW�RI�'1$�DQDO\VLV"�
7KH�ğUVW�IRUP�RI�DQ\�NLQG�RI�SDWHUQLW\�WHVWLQJ�ZDV�E\�PDWFKLQJ�
EORRG�W\SHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FKLOG�DQG�DOOHJHG�IDWKHU��ZKLFK�EHFDPH�
DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�����V��(YHQ�WKDW�UHDOO\�RQO\�VDLG�WKDW�D�SDUWLFXODU�
man could be the father, not that he was the father. Before that, 
all you really did was compare physical characteristics. 

7KH� -HZLVK� SHRSOH� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU� ZDQW� -HVXV� WR� NQRZ� DERXW�
their own paternity. They say, “Abraham is our Father”��Y�������
3DWHUQLW\�WHVW�RU�QR�SDWHUQLW\�WHVW��ZH�FRPH�IURP�KLP��%XW�-HVXV�
said in response, “If you were Abraham’s children...then you 
would do what Abraham did. As it is, you are looking for a way 
to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from 
God. Abraham did not do such things”��YHUVHV���ŋ�����

7KH\�GLGQłW�JHW�LW��VR�WKH\�VD\��“We are not illegitimate children... 
The only Father we have is God himself” �Y�������%XW�-HVXV�ZDVQłW�
EX\LQJ�LW��7KH\łUH�VWLOO�WKLQNLQJ�ELRORJ\��EXW�-HVXV�LV�WKLQNLQJ�VSLUL-
WXDOO\��:KDW�-HVXV�VD\V�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU�LV�\RXU�VSLULWXDO�SDWHUQLW\�
WXUQV�RQ�\RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKH�6RQ��:H�DOUHDG\�VDZ�LQ�Y�����
how he said, “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 
:HOO��KHUH�LQ�Y�����KH�DGGV��“If God were your Father, you would 
love me...” 6R� WR�NQRZ�KLP� LV� WR�NQRZ�WKH�)DWKHU��DQG� WR� ORYH�
KLP�LV�WR�ORYH�WKH�)DWKHU��\RX�FDQłW�VHSDUDWH�WKH�WZR��:KR�LV�\RXU�
father? It all depends on your relationship to the Son.

,Q� WKLV� FKDSWHU� LWłV�QRW� MXVW� DERXW�EHOLHYLQJ� LQ� WKH�6RQ��EXW� LWłV�
IROORZLQJ�KLP�DQG�REH\LQJ�KLP��-HVXV�VDLG��“whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness.”� 5HPHPEHU� ZKDW� KDSSHQHG� ULJKW�
EHIRUH�KH�VDLG�WKLV"�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�WKH�ZRPDQ�FDXJKW�LQ�DGXOWHU\��
“Neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more.” Then, as if in 

the next breath, he says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness but have the light of life.” 
If you really follow him, you can’t continue to walk in sin and 
GDUNQHVV��<RXłOO�ZDON�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�DV�KHłV�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�

7KLV� FRPHV�RXW�SRZHUIXOO\� ULJKW� LQ� WKH�PLGGOH�RI� WKLV� FKDSWHU��
$IWHU�-HVXV�ZDV�GRQH�VD\LQJ�VRPH�KDUG�WKLQJV�WR�WKHP��-RKQ�VD\V�
LQ�Y������“Even as he spoke, many believed in him.” I read that 
DQG� WKLQN�� Ń3UDLVH�*RG�� -HVXV� MXVW� JRW� D�EXQFK�RI� IRONV� LQ� WKDW�
FURZG�WR�SUD\�WKH�SUD\HU�DQG�UDLVH�WKHLU�KDQG��$ZHVRPH��7KH�DQ-
JHOV�LQ�KHDYHQ�DUH�UHMRLFLQJ��/HWłV�JHW�WKHP�EDSWL]HG�DQG�VLJQHG�
up for the new believers class.” 

%XW�WKDWłV�QRW�ZKDW�-HVXV�GRHV��/RRN�DJDLQ�DW�Y������“To the Jews 
who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, 
you are really my disciples.’”�:RZ��,QVWHDG�RI�JLYLQJ�WKHP�WKH�
DVVXUDQFH�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�� -HVXV�URFNV� WKHLU�ERDW�DQG�VD\V�� Ń/LVWHQ��
,łP�GHOLJKWHG�\RX�EHOLHYH�EXW�\RX�QHHG�WR�KROG�WR�P\�WHDFKLQJ�ń�
7KDW�PHDQV�QRW�RQO\�WKDW�\RX�EHOLHYH�KLV�WHDFKLQJ�EXW�\RX�REH\�
KLV� WHDFKLQJ�� ,I� \RX� UHDOO\� EHORQJ� WR�KLP� \RXłOO� FRQWLQXH�RQ� LQ�
\RXU�EHOLHYLQJ�DQG�ORYLQJ�DQG�REH\LQJ��:KHQ�\RX�GR�WKDW�\RXłOO�
FRPH� WR� NQRZ� WKH� WUXWK� DQG� WKDW� WUXWK�ZLOO� VHW� \RX� IUHH�� )UHH�
IURP�ZKDW"�)URP�VLQ��1RW�MXVW�IURP�WKH�SHQDOW\�RI�VLQ�EXW�IURP�
WKH�SRZHU�RI�VLQ��IURP�EHLQJ�D�VODYH�WR�VLQ�

�0\�ZLIH�DQG�,�YLVLWHG�%RVWRQ�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�DJR�DQG�ZH�IROORZHG�
WKH� KLVWRULFDO� ZDON� FDOOHG� WKH� )UHHGRP� 7UDLO�� ,WłV� D� JUHDW� ZDON�
ZKHUH�\RX�VHH�PDQ\�RI�WKH�ROG�VLJKWV�WKDW�ZHUH�SDUW�RI�RXU�QD-
WLRQłV�LQGHSHQGHQFH��$QG�WR�VHH�DOO�RI�WKHVH�JUHDW�VLJKWV�DORQJ�WKH�
IUHHGRP�WUDLO�\RX�RQO\�KDYH�WR�GR�RQH�WKLQJŌIROORZ�WKH�UHG�OLQH�
RQ�WKH�VLGHZDON��,Q�HVVHQFH��WKDWłV�ZKDW�-HVXV�FDOOV�XV�WR�GR�KHUH��
+ROG�WR�P\�WHDFKLQJ��+ROG�WR�P\�WUXWK��)ROORZ�WKH�UHG�OLQH�DQG�
\RXłOO�HQMR\�WUXH�IUHHGRP��2I�FRXUVH��ZH�FDQłW�GR�WKDW�DSDUW�IURP�
KLV�KHOS��7KDWłV�ZK\�KHłV�JLYHQ�XV�KLV�6SLULW��WR�NHHS�XV�RQ�WKDW�
red line of freedom, and when we stray from it, he lets us know.  

%\�WKH�ZD\��WKDWłV�QRW�WKH�PHVVDJH�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�JLYLQJ�XV��)ULGD\�
QLJKW�,�ZHQW�WR�WKH�*LDQWV�JDPH�DQG�WKH\�VKRZHG�D�YLGHR�KRQ-
RULQJ� WKH�ZRUN�RI� D� YHU\�ZHOO� NQRZQ� FKXUFK� DQG� LWV� SDVWRU� LQ�
6DQ� )UDQFLVFR�� 7KH�PRWWR� RI� WKDW� FKXUFK� LV� Ń(PEUDFH� DQG� OLYH�
your own truth.” That sounds nice, doesn’t it? The idea is that 
WUXWK� LV� ZKDWHYHU� \RX� ZDQW� WR� PDNH� LW�� 7KHUHłV� QR� REMHFWLYH�
standard of truth; truth is whatever works for you. The idea 
LV� WKDW� WKLV� LV� WUXH� IUHHGRP�� WKH� IUHHGRP� WR� OLYH� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�
\RXU�RZQ�WUXWK�DQG�QR�RQH�HOVHłV��7KDW�VRXQGV�JRRG�EXW�WKDWłV�
FRPSOHWHO\� WKH� RSSRVLWH� RI� ZKDW� -HVXV� VD\V� KHUH�� -HVXV� VD\V��
Ń(PEUDFH�P\� WUXWK��+ROG� WR�P\� WHDFKLQJ�� 7KHQ�DQG�RQO\� WKHQ�
ZLOO�\RX�EH�IUHH�IURP�WKH�SRZHU�RI�VLQ�ń�7UXHbIUHHGRPbLVbWKHbH[DFW�
RSSRVLWHb WRbZKDWbPRVWbSHRSOHb WKLQN� LWb LV��0RVW� WKLQN� IUHHGRP�
LVbIUHHGRPbIURPbDQ\�UHVWULFWLRQVbVR�WKDW�,�FDQbOLYHbIRU�P\VHOI�DQG�
EHbIUHH��7KDWbLVQłW�IUHHGRP��7KDWłV�ERQGDJH�bWR�P\bRZQ�VHOI�FHQ-
WHUHGQHVV��7UXH�IUHHGRPbLV�WR�EH�VHW�IUHHbIURP�P\�VLOO\bOLWWOHbVHOI�
VR�,�FDQ�JLYHbP\VHOIbLQ�ORYHbWR�*RG�DQG�WR�RWKHUV��



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��0D\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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,Q�-HVXVł�GD\��WKH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�WHVW�SDWHUQLW\�ZDV�WKDW�\RX�ORRNHG�
OLNH�\RXU�IDWKHU��Ń2K��,�VHH�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�\RXU�IDWKHUłV�GDUN�KDLU�
DQG� EOXH� H\HV�ń� :H� GR� WKH� VDPH� WKLQJ� WRGD\�� :KHQHYHU� ZH�
ZDWFK�P\�VRQ�SOD\�IRRWEDOO�ZH�FDQ�DOZD\V�ğQG�KLP�RQ�WKH�ğHOG�
EHFDXVH�KH� VWDQGV� DQG�SXW�KLV�KDQGV�RQ�KLV�KLSV� MXVW� OLNH�PH��
:HOO��LWłV�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�LQ�VSLULWXDO�WKLQJV��,I�*RG�LV�\RXU�)DWKHU��
\RXłOO� UHĠHFW� WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�\RXU�)DWKHU�DQG�WKH�2QH�KH�
VHQW��,WłV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKHVH�SHRSOH�ZKHUH�ORRNLQJ�WR�NLOO�-HVXV�DQG�
he says to them in v. 44, “You belong to your father, the devil, and 
you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth 
in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a 
liar and the father of lies.” 

:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�VSLULWXDO�SDWHUQLW\��WKHUH�DUH�RQO\�WZR�RSWLRQV��
WZR�IDWKHUV��(LWKHU�\RX�IROORZ�WKH�6RQ�DQG�KROG�WR�KLV�WHDFKLQJ�
DQG�JHW�KLV�)DWKHU�DV�\RXU�)DWKHU��RU�\RX�UHMHFW�WKH�6RQ�DQG�UHYHDO�
\RX�KDYH�D�GLIIHUHQW�IDWKHUŌ-HVXV�FDOOV�KLP�WKH�GHYLO��:KHQ�LW�
comes to spiritual paternity, it’s one or the other; there are no 
JUD\�DUHDV�IRU�-HVXV�

,W�VHHPV�WR�PH�WKLV�SDVVDJH�LV�DOO�DERXW�FKDQJH��Ń)ROORZ�PH�DQG�
\RX�ZLOO�QR� ORQJHU�ZDON� LQ�GDUNQHVV��+ROG� WR�P\� WHDFKLQJ�DQG�
\RXłOO�QR�ORQJHU�OLYH�LQ�ERQGDJH�WR�VLQ�EXW�WKH�WUXWK�ZLOO�VHW�\RX�
IUHH��<RX�ZLOO�EH�IUHH�WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�ZKDW�*RG�FUH-
DWHG�\RX�WR�EH��PRUH�DQG�PRUH�D�UHĠHFWLRQ�RI�KLP��

,�NQRZ�PDQ\�RI�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�SUD\LQJ�IRU�6WHYH�$XUHOO��6WHYH�KDV�
EHHQ�D�SDVWRU�RQ�RXU�VWDII�IRU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV�RYHUVHHLQJ�RXU�
5HFRYHU\�0LQLVWULHV�� )RU� WKH� SDVW� \HDU� 6WHYH�KDV� EHHQ�ğJKWLQJ�
pancreatic cancer and it breaks my heart to tell you the doctors 
KDYH�RQO\�JLYHQ�6WHYH�D�ZHHN�RU�VR�WR�OLYH��:H�DVN�WKDW�\RX�SUD\�
IRU�6WHYH�DQG�KLV�ZLIH�/DXUD�DQG�KLV�GDXJKWHU�-HVVLFD��%XW�,�ZDQW�
\RX�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�6WHYH�LV�WKH�JUHDWHVW�H[DPSOH�,�NQRZ�RI�D�OLIH�
WKDWłV� EHHQ� WUDQVIRUPHG�E\�&KULVW�� 6WHYH� KDV�ZULWWHQ� KLV� VWRU\�
DQG�OHW�PH�MXVW�UHDG�KRZ�LW�EHJLQV�DQG�\RXłOO�VHH�ZKDW�,�PHDQ�

Ń$OWKRXJK�WKLV�VWRU\�LV�DXWRELRJUDSKLFDO�LQ�FRQWHQW��LWłV�UHDOO\�QRW�
about me. That statement, in and of itself, makes me chuckle in-
VLGH��/LNH�PDQ\�RI�XV��,�JUHZ�XS�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�HYHU\WKLQJ�UHYROYHG�

DURXQG�ŁPHł�DQG�P\�HQWLWOHPHQWV�ZLWKRXW�PXFK�WKRXJKW�DV�WR�
KRZ� WKDW�PD\� EH� DIIHFWLQJ� RWKHUV�� $V� RQH� ROG� VRXWKHUQ� EOXHV�
OHJHQG� VDQJ�� ŁZLWK� KDQGV� IXOO� RI� JLPPH�� DQG� D�PRXWK� IXOO� RI�
PXFK�REOLJHG�ł�7KDWłV�KRZ�VHOI�FHQWHUHG�,�RQFH�ZDV��DQG�VWLOO�DP�
on occasion. That doesn’t mean I’m not a player in the script. 
$IWHU�DOO��WKLV�LV�D�VWRU\�DERXW�P\�OLIH��0\�IRFXV��KRZHYHU��LV�RQ�
ZKDW�*RG�KDV�GRQH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�ZKDW�,�KDYH�GRQH��$V�VRYHUHLJQ�
+HłV� WKH�2QH�ZKR�KDV�PRYHG� WKH�SLHFHV��$QG�P\�KRSH� LV� WKDW�
WKH�UHDGHU�ZLOO�DOVR�DJUHH�WKDW�WKHUH�FDQ�EH�QR�RWKHU�H[SODQDWLRQ�
IRU�WKH�UDGLFDO�VKLIW�WKDW�RFFXUUHG�LQ�P\�OLIH�RYHU����\HDUV�DJR��,Q�
many ways, it’s still a mystery to me.…

Ń2QH� WKLQJ� LV� FHUWDLQ� KRZHYHUŌDV� WKH� %LEOH� FRQWDLQV� ERWK� DQ�
Old and a New Testament so does my life. The old was totally 
corrupt, in the process of decay, on its way to ruin and destruc-
WLRQ�� WKH�QHZ�LV� IUHVKO\�FUHDWHG� LQ�WKH� OLNHQHVV�RI�*RG��7KH�ROG�
was dominated by powerful lusts and uncontrolled passions; the 
QHZ�LV�FUHDWHG�LQ�LQWHJULW\�DQG�SXULW\��7KH�OXVWV�RI�WKH�ROG�ZHUH�
GHFHLWIXO��WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�WKH�QHZ�LV�WUXH�Ľ�:KDW�FKDQJHG"�
:KDW�PDGH�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH"�+RZ�GRHV�RQH�JR�IURP�EHLQJ�D�WDNHU�
WR�D�JLYHU�� IURP�D�UHQHJDGH�WR�D�UHVSHFWHG�PHPEHU�RI�VRFLHW\"�
+RZ�GRHV�DQ�ROG�KHURLQ�DGGLFW�ZLWK����\HDUV�RI�DGGLFWLRQ�KLVWRU\�
PDLQWDLQ� ���SOXV� \HDUV� RI� FRQVLVWHQW� VREULHW\"� +RZ� GRHV� RQH�
VSHQG�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�KLV�OLIH�LQ�SULVRQ��RQO\�WR�ZLQG�XS�ZRUNLQJ�
LQ�D�FKXUFK�DV�D�SDVWRU�IRU����\HDUV�DQG�FRXQWLQJ"�7KHUH�FDQ�RQO\�
EH�RQH�UHDVRQ��Ľ*RG�EHFDPH�P\�UHDVRQ�IRU�OLYLQJ��Ľ+H�UHZURWH�
the script, not on tablets of stone but within my own heart. It’s 
KRZ�+H�VHW�PH�RQ�D�QHZ�SDWK��UHZLUHG�P\�GHVLUHV��$QG�UHVWRUHG�
D�ZRXQGHG� IDPLO\�DQG�EURNHQ�PDUULDJH� WKURXJK�+LV�JUDFH��6R�
\RX�VHH��LW�UHDOO\�LV�QRW�DERXW�PH��,WłV�DERXW�+LV�UHGHPSWLYH�SXU-
SRVHV��+HłV�WKH�RQO\�2QH�ZKR�KDV�WKH�SRZHU�WR�FUHDWH�VRPHWKLQJ�
new out of the old and transform the stench of death into a 
breath of life.”

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


