
Have you ever been caught red-handed doing something you 
knew was wrong? Sure you have! Who wants to tell us about it? 
2.�ğQH��,łOO�JR�ğUVW��:KHQ�,�ZDV�D�IUHVKPDQ�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��P\�
EURWKHU�DQG� ,�ZHQW� WR�0DF\łV�DW� WKH�PDOO� WR�EX\�FORWKHV�� ,�ZDV�
admiring a great looking shirt and with the money in my pocket 
VWDUWHG�ZDONLQJ�WRZDUGV�WKH�FDVK�UHJLVWHU�WR�SD\��+RZHYHU��P\�
EURWKHU�JDYH�PH�D�JUHDW� LGHD�� Ń6WHDO� WKH�VKLUW�DQG� OHWłV�XVH� WKH�
PRQH\�IRU�OXQFK�ń�1RZ��KH�PD\�UHPHPEHU�WKH�VWRU\�GLIIHUHQW��
EXW�VLQFH�,�DP�WHOOLQJ�LW�DQG�KH�LV�QRW�KHUH��LWłV�UHDOO\�DOO�KLV�IDXOW��
,�VWXIIHG�WKH�VKLUW�LQ�P\�EDFNSDFN�DQG�ZH�ZDONHG�RXW�WKH�VWRUH��
:LWK�P\�KHDUW�UDFLQJ��,�WKRXJKW�ZH�JRW�DZD\�ZLWK�WKH�FULPH�RI�
the century until two undercover security guards grabbed us by 
WKH�DUPV�DQG�IRUFHG�XV�EDFN�LQVLGH��,�ZDV�WHUULğHG��:LOO�WKH\�VHQG�
PH�WR�6DQ�4XHQWLQ"�'HDWK�5RZ"�7KDQNIXOO\�WKH\�GLG�QRW�SUHVV�
FKDUJHV�DQG�OHW�XV�JR�ZLWK�D�ğUP�ZDUQLQJ�WR�QHYHU�FRPH�EDFN��
7KH\�SUREDEO\�GLG� WKDW�EHFDXVH� ,� FULHG� OLNH� D� OLWWOH�EDE\� LQ� WKH�
LQWHUURJDWLRQ�URRP�� ,�ZDVQłW� WKH�KDUGHQHG�FULPLQDO� ,� WKRXJKW� ,�
FRXOG�EH��0\�PRP�ZDV�FDOOHG�LQ�WR�SLFN�XS�WKH�QHZ�FULPH�ORUGV�
DQG�WDNH�XV�KRPH��,W�ZDV�YHU\�HPEDUUDVVLQJ�DQG�,łYH�QHYHU�IHOW�
FRPIRUWDEOH�LQ�D�0DF\łV�VWRUH�HYHU�VLQFH�

$W� VRPH� WLPH� RU� DQRWKHU��ZHłYH� DOO� EHHQ� H[SRVHG� DQG� KXPLOL-
DWHG�� 7KLV� HVSHFLDOO\� KDSSHQV� ZKHQ� ZHłUH� FDXJKW� ULJKW� VPDFN�
LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�NQRZ�LV�ZURQJ��1RZ�OHWłV�
LPDJLQH� IRU� D�PRPHQW� WKH�2QH�ZKR�H[SRVHG� \RX� DQG� FDXJKW�
\RX�ZDV�*RG�� (YHU\� RQH� RI� XV�ZLOO� IDFH� D� GD\�ZKHQ�ZH� VWDQG�
EHIRUH�*RG�DQG�DQVZHU�IRU�ZKDW�ZHłYH�GRQH��0RVW�RI�XV�ZRXOG�
OLNH�WR�SXW�WKDW�RII�IRU�DV�ORQJ�DV�SRVVLEOH��%XW��ZKDW�LI�WKDW�KDS-
SHQHG�WRGD\"�:KDW�LI�*RG�ZHUH�WR�FDWFK�\RX�ULJKW�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�
RI�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�\RX�DEVROXWHO\�NQRZ�LV�ZURQJ"�:KDW�ZRXOG�
+H�GR"�<RX�PLJKW�DQVZHU�WKDW�TXHVWLRQ�LQ�D�VHULRXV�ZD\��RU�ZLWK�
VDUFDVP��RU�HYHQ�ZLWK�KXPRU��6DGO\��PDQ\�RI�XV�SLFWXUH�*RG�FDU-
U\LQJ�D�ELJ�KHDY\�EDW��UHDG\�WR�FOREEHU�XV�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZURQJ�
ZHłYH�GRQH��

$V�ZH�FRQWLQXH�RXU�VWXG\�RI�WKH�ELRJUDSK\�RI�-HVXV�ZULWWHQ�E\�
KLV�EHVW�IULHQG�-RKQ��WRGD\�ZH�FRPH�WR�FKDSWHU����6FKRODUV�KDYH�
GHEDWHG�IRU�FHQWXULHV�ZKHWKHU�WKLV�VWRU\�VKRXOG�EH�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�
RU�QRW�EHFDXVH�PRVW�RI�WKH�HDUOLHVW�DQFLHQW�PDQXVFULSWV�GR�QRW�
KDYH�WKH�VWRU\�LQ�WKHP��6LQFH�,�GRQłW�ZDQW�WR�ERUH�\RX�ZLWK�WH[-
WXDO�FULWLFLVP��LWłV�VDIH�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKLV�VWRU\�GLG�UHDOO\�KDSSHQ�LQ�
WKH�OLIH�RI�-HVXV�DQG�IRU�JRRG�UHDVRQ�LW�ZDV�DGGHG�ODWHU��,WłV�UHDOO\�
QRW�D�ELJ�GHDO�EXW�%LEOH�QHUGV�OLNH�P\VHOI�ORYH�WR�WDON�DERXW�WKHVH�
WKLQJV��,Q�P\�KXPEOH�RSLQLRQ��,łP�JODG�WKLV�VWRU\�PDGH�LW�LQ�WKH�
1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��,Q�WKLV�VWRU\�D�ZRPDQ�ZDV�FDXJKW�ULJKW�LQ�WKH�

PLGGOH�RI�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�VKH�NQHZ�ZDV�ZURQJ��VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�
WKDW�FXOWXUH�ZDV�ZRUWK\�RI�GHDWK�DQG�VKH�ZDV�EURXJKW�WR�-HVXV�

At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, 
where all the people gathered around him, and he 
sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and 
the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adul-
tery. They made her stand before the group and 
said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in 
the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded 
us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 
They were using this question as a trap, in order to 
have a basis for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the 
JURXQG�ZLWK�KLV�ğQJHU��:KHQ�WKH\�NHSW�RQ�TXHV-
tioning him, he straightened up and said to them, 
Ń/HW�DQ\�RQH�RI�\RX�ZKR�LV�ZLWKRXW�VLQ�EH�WKH�ğUVW�
to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down 
and wrote on the ground.

At this, those who heard began to go away one at 
D� WLPH�� WKH� ROGHU� RQHV� ğUVW�� XQWLO� RQO\� -HVXV�ZDV�
left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus 
VWUDLJKWHQHG� XS� DQG� DVNHG� KHU�� Ń:RPDQ��ZKHUH�
are they? Has no one condemned you?”

“No one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. 
“Go now and leave your life of sin” (John 8:2–11).

The Scribes Set a Trap to Arrest Jesus
,�ZDQW� \RX� WR� LPDJLQH�ZKDW� LW�PXVW� KDYH� EHHQ� OLNH� HDUO\� WKDW�
PRUQLQJ��:H�ğQG�-HVXV�WHDFKLQJ�DW�GDZQ�LQ�WKH�WHPSOH�FRXUWV�
DV�ZDV�KLV�FXVWRP��+H�LV�VXUURXQGHG�E\�D�VPDOO�KDQGIXO�RI� OLV-
WHQHUV��6RPH�QRG�WKHLU�KHDG�LQ�DJUHHPHQW�DQG�RSHQ�WKHLU�KHDUWV�
LQ� REHGLHQFH�� 7KH\� KDYH� DFFHSWHG� WKH� UDEEL� DV� WKHLU� WHDFKHU��
QRZ�WKH\�DUH�OHDUQLQJ�KRZ�WR�IROORZ�KLP�DV�WKHLU�/RUG��7KH\łUH�
amazed at his teaching and have never heard anyone teach like 
WKLV�EHIRUH��,�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�WRSLF�-HVXV�ZDV�WHDFKLQJ�DERXW�WKDW�
PRUQLQJ��3UD\HU��SHUKDSV��0D\EH�D�OHVVRQ�RQ�NLQGQHVV�RU�DQ[LHW\��
:KDWHYHU� LW�ZDV�� LW�ZDV�VRRQ� LQWHUUXSWHG�ZKHQ�DQ�DQJU\�PRE�
RI�SHRSOH�EXUVW�LQWR�WKH�FRXUW\DUG�ZLWK�URFNV�LQ�RQH�KDQG�DQG�D�
IULJKWHQHG�\RXQJ�ZRPDQ�LQ�WKH�RWKHU��

7KHVH�SHRSOH�DUH�GHWHUPLQHG�DV�WKH\�H[SORGH�RXW�RI�WKH�QDUURZ�
VWUHHWV�DQG�VWRPS�WRZDUG�-HVXV��7KRVH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�KLP�VFUDPEOH�
WR�JHW�RXW�RI�WKH�ZD\��WKHVH�SHRSOH�PHDQ�EXVLQHVV��$V�WKH�GXVW�
VHWWOHV��ZH�VHH�WKH�PRE�LV�PDGH�XS�RI�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV��VFULEHV�
DQG� 3KDULVHHV�� 7KHVH� ZHUH� WKH� UHVSHFWHG� DQG� LPSRUWDQW� PHQ�
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RI�WKHLU�GD\��$QG�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�NHHS�KHU�EDODQFH�LQ�WKH�DUPV�RI�
WKLV�DQJU\�PRE�LV�D�VFDQWLO\�FODG�ZRPDQ��-XVW�PRPHQWV�EHIRUH�
VKH�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�EHG�ZLWK�D�PDQ�ZKR�ZDV�QRW�KHU�KXVEDQG��'LG�
VKH�PDNH�KHU� OLYLQJ� GRLQJ� WKLV"�0D\EH��0D\EH�QRW��:H� UHDOO\�
GRQłW�NQRZ��:KDW�ZH�GR�NQRZ�LV�WKH�GRRU�ZDV�\DQNHG�RSHQ�DQG�
VKH�ZDV�GUDJJHG�RXW�RI�EHG�VFUHDPLQJ��6KH�EDUHO\�KDG�WLPH�WR�
FRYHU�KHUVHOI�ZLWK�D�EHG�VKHHW�EHIRUH�EHLQJ�IRUFHG�RXW�LQWR�WKH�
VWUHHW�E\�WZR�PHQ�WKH�DJH�RI�KHU�IDWKHU��:LWK�KRO\�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�
EOD]LQJ� LQ� WKHLU� H\HV�� WKH�PRUDOLW\� SROLFH� WKURZ� WKH�ZRPDQ� LQ�
-HVXVł�GLUHFWLRQ��6KH�QHDUO\�IDOOV�RYHU��

Ń:H� IRXQG� WKLV� ZRPDQ� LQ� EHG� ZLWK� DQRWKHU� PDQ�ń� FULHV� WKH�
OHDGHU��Ń7KH�ODZ�VD\V�WR�VWRQH�KHU��:KDW�GR�\RX�VD\"ń�,�SLFWXUH�
WKH�ZRPDQ�ZLWK�DEVROXWH�GHVSDLU� LQ�KHU�H\HV�� VKHłV�ğOOHG�ZLWK�
VKDPH��6KH�ğQDOO\�PXVWHUV�WKH�FRXUDJH�DQG�WDNHV�KHU�ğUVW�ORRN�
DW�-HVXV��$QG�ZKDW�VKH�VHHV�FKDQJHV�HYHU\WKLQJ��+LV�H\HV�DUH�QRW�
JODULQJ�EDFN� DW� KHU�� 6KH� VHHV� NLQGQHVV� DQG� ORYH� LQ� WKHP�� ,WłV� D�
VWDUH�VKH�LV�D�VWUDQJHU�WR��$V�-HVXV�ORRNHG�DW�WKLV�ZRPDQ��ZKDW�
was he thinking? Did he see her as his beloved daughter? Did his 
mind race back to the moment he created her in heaven-lies? 
:LWK�WKH�WHQGHUQHVV�RQO\�D�IDWKHU�FDQ�JLYH��KH�VHW�RXW�WR�PDNH�DOO�
WKLQJV�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�IRU�JRRG��0HDQZKLOH��WKH�WHQVLRQ�ZLOO�RQO\�
WKLFNHQ�E\�ZKDW�-HVXV�GRHV�QH[W�

7KHUHłV�D�QHZ�VKRZ�FRPLQJ�RXW�FDOOHG��Motive��0D\EH�\RX�KDYH�
KHDUG�RI�LW��,Q�HDFK�HSLVRGH��WKH�YLFWLP�DQG�WKH�NLOOHU�DUH�VKRZQ�
EHIRUH�WKH�RSHQLQJ�FUHGLWV��7KH�UHDO� WULFN�WR�Motive is to deter-
PLQH�ZK\�WKH�NLOOHU�GLG�ZKDW�WKH\�GLG��:KDW�ZDV�WKHLU�PRWLYH"�
7KH�NH\�WR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�LV�WR�ğJXUH�RXW�WKH�PRWLYH�
EHKLQG�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�DQG�3KDULVHHV��:K\�ZRXOG�WKH\�ğQG�
and drag a poor woman into public disgrace? What was the mo-
WLYDWLRQ�EHKLQG�SXWWLQJ�-HVXV�LQ�WKLV�DZIXO�VLWXDWLRQ"�-RKQ�WHOOV�XV�
LQ�YHUVH��D��“They were using this question as a trap in order to 
have a basis for accusing him.” 

7R�XQGHUVWDQG�-HVXVł�SUHGLFDPHQW�KHUH��\RX�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�PRUH�
DERXW�-HZLVK�DQG�5RPDQ�ODZ��7KH�VFULEHV�SRLQWHG�WR�WKH�/DZ�RI�
0RVHV�EXW�ZKDW�GLG�WKH�ODZ�DFWXDOO\�FRPPDQG"�/HYLWLFXV�������
VD\V��“‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife—
with the wife of his neighbor—both the adulterer and the adul-
teress are to be put to death.”�$QG�'HXWHURQRP\�������VD\V�WKH�
VDPH� WKLQJ��2Q� WKH� VXUIDFH�� WKHVH�PHQ�VHHP�WR�KDYH�DQ�RSHQ�
DQG�VKXW�FDVH��+RZ�GR�\RX�DUJXH�ZLWK�H\H�ZLWQHVVHV"�%XW��WKHUH�
DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�WKLQJV�ZURQJ�ZLWK�WKLV�VFHQH��)LUVW�RI�DOO��WKHVH�
PHQ� NQHZ� VWRQLQJ�ZDV� D� IRUP�RI� FDSLWDO� SXQLVKPHQW� VHOGRP�
XVHG�DQ\PRUH��6WRQLQJ�ZDV�UDUHO\�GRQH�EHFDXVH� LW�ZDV�DJDLQVW�
5RPDQ� ODZ�IRU� -HZV� WR�GR� LW��6HFRQG��ZKHUH� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG�ZDV�
WKH�PDQ�ZKRP�VKH�KDG�EHHQ�ZLWK"� ,W� WDNHV� WZR� WR� WDQJR�DQG�
KH�ZDV�JXLOW\�WRR��7KH�ODZ�WKH\�UHIHU�WR�VD\V�ERWK�WKH�PDQ�DQG�
WKH�ZRPDQ�PXVW�GLH��'LG�KH�UXQ�DZD\"�'LG�KH�EULEH�WKH�-HZLVK�
DXWKRULWLHV"�:DV�WKLV�DOO�D�VHW�XS�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ"�:H�GRQłW�
NQRZ��7KH�UHOLJLRXV�DXWKRULWLHV�KDYH�HYLO�PRWLYH�LQ�EULQJLQJ�WKH�

ZRPDQ�EHIRUH�-HVXV��7KH\�ZDQWHG�WR�WUDS�-HVXV�LQ�D�OHJDO�GLVSXWH�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHPRYH�KLV�LQĠXHQFH�RYHU�WKH�SHRSOH��

7KH�XJOLHVW� WKLQJ�DERXW�DOO� WKLV�ZDV� WKHLU�EODWDQW�GLVUHJDUG� IRU�
WKH�ZRPDQ��:K\�GUDJ�KHU� WKURXJK� WKH� VWUHHWV� DQG� WKURZ�KHU�
GRZQ�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKH�FURZG"�:K\�PDNH�D�SXEOLF�VSHFWDFOH�RI�
KHU"�:K\�PDNH�KHU�WKH�WDON�RI�WKH�WRZQ�DQG�DQ�REMHFW�RI�VKDPH"�
6RPHRQH�RQFH�VDLG��Ń7KHUH�LV�QR�JUHDWHU�HYLO�WKDQ�WKH�HYLO�PHQ�
GR�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�*RG�ń�7R�WKHP�WKLV�ZRPDQ�LVQłW�D�SHUVRQ��VKH�
LV�DQ�REMHFW�WR�EH�XVHG�WR�JHW�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW��6R��ZKR�ZDV�WKLV�
ZRPDQ"�:H�GRQłW�NQRZ�D�ORW�DERXW�KHU��QRW�HYHQ�KHU�QDPH��6KH�
was probably a young lady who got caught up in the celebration 
RI�WKH�)HVWLYDO�RI�7DEHUQDFOHV�ZH�WDONHG�DERXW�ODVW�6XQGD\��$IWHU�
FHOHEUDWLQJ�ZLWK�IULHQGV��VLQJLQJ�DQG�GDQFLQJ�LQWR�WKH�QLJKW��VKH�
PHW�D�PDQ�ZKR�SDLG�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�KHU��0D\EH�VKH�ZDV�ORQHO\�DQG�
RQH�WKLQJ� OHG�WR�DQRWKHU��7LPHV�KDYHQłW�UHDOO\�FKDQJHG��3HRSOH�
DUH�SHRSOH��0D[�/XFDGR�ZULWHV��Ń7KH�ORQJLQJ�IRU�ORYH�DQG�DFFHS-
WDQFH�WKDW�PDNHV�XV�KXPDQ�FDQ�DOVR�OHDG�XV�WR�PDNH�VKDPHIXO�
DQG�VDG�FKRLFHV��(YHQ�PRUH�VKRFNLQJ�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�WKRXJKW-
less and evil acts people commit toward others they deem less 
ZRUWK\�RI�ORYH��<HW�HDFK�RI�XV�GHVLUHV�WKRVH�PDUYHORXV�PRPHQWV�
ZKHQ�ZH�IHHO�YDOXHG�DQG�DSSUHFLDWHG�E\�VRPHRQH�HOVH�ń

Jesus Responds to the Scribes with Grace and Truth
-HVXV�LV�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�D�PDMRU�GLOHPPD��,I�KH�JRHV�DKHDG�ZLWK�
WKH� VWRQLQJ��KHłOO�EH� LQ� WURXEOH�ZLWK� WKH�5RPDQV�EHFDXVH� WKH\�
GRQłW�DOORZ�LW��1RW�WR�PHQWLRQ�WKLV�ZRPDQ�ZLOO�GLH��%XW��LI�KH�VWRSV�
WKH�VWRQLQJ��KHłOO�EH�DFFXVHG�RI�FRPSURPLVLQJ�*RGłV�/DZ��6R��KRZ�
GRHV�-HVXV�UHVSRQG"�+RQHVWO\��KH�GRHV�VRPHWKLQJ�UDWKHU�VWUDQJH��
“But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with 
KLV�ğQJHUń� �Y���E���1R�RQH�NQRZV�ZKDW�KH�ZURWH��EXW� LW�KDVQłW�
VWRSSHG�SHRSOH�IURP�JXHVVLQJ��6RPH�EHOLHYH�KH�ZDV�GUDZLQJ�LQ�
WKH�VDQG�WR�JLYH�KLPVHOI�PRUH�WLPH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�WR�VD\��
,łYH�DOZD\V�WKRXJKW�KH�ZDV�ZULWLQJ�WKH�VSHFLğF�VLQV�RI�HDFK�PDQ�
WKDW�ZDV�FOXWFKLQJ�D�VWRQH��0RVW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�KH�EHJDQ�ZULWLQJ�LQ�
+HEUHZ�D�YHUVH�IURP�WKH�ODZ�WKDW�ZRXOG�VKDSH�KLV�UHVSRQVH�WR�
WKH�GLOHPPD��0D\EH�LW�ZDV�([RGXV�������“Do not help a wicked 
man by being a malicious witness.” That makes the most sense 
WR�PH�EHFDXVH�WKH�ODZ�UHTXLUHG�VWURQJ�WHVWLPRQ\�IURP�WZR�H\H�
ZLWQHVVHV�ZKR�VDZ�WKH�FRXSOH� LQ�D�VH[XDO�FRQWH[W�� L�H��� O\LQJ� LQ�
WKH� VDPH�EHG��XQPLVWDNDEOH�ERG\�PRYHPHQWV��SRVLWLYH� LGHQWL-
WLHV�DQG�%DUU\�:KLWH�PXVLF�SOD\LQJ��7KLV�SUHYHQWHG�VXVSLFLRXV�
KXVEDQGV�IURP�IDOVHO\�DFFXVLQJ�WKHLU�ZLYHV�RI�DGXOWHU\���

-RKQ� WKHQ� ZULWHV�� “When they kept on questioning him, he 
straightened up and said to them, ‘Let any one of you who is 
ZLWKRXW�VLQ�EH�WKH�ğUVW�WR�WKURZ�D�VWRQH�DW�KHUłń��Y������:LWK�WKHVH�
ZRUGV�� -HVXV� UHPDLQHG� IDLWKIXO� WR� WKH� /DZ� DQG� SURWHFWHG� WKH�
ZRPDQ�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��,�LPDJLQH�-HVXV�SODFLQJ�KLPVHOI�LQ�EH-
WZHHQ�WKH�ZRPDQ�DQG�WKH�PHQ��Ń*R�DKHDG�DQG�WKURZ�ń�KH�VD\V��
Ń\RX�EHWWHU�KDYH�JRRG�DLP�ń�-HVXV�LV�FOHDU��:H�DUH�QRW�PLVWDNHUV�
LQ�QHHG�RI� FRUUHFWLRQ��:H�DUH� VLQQHUV� LQ�QHHG�RI� D� 6DYLRU��:H�



QHHG�PRUH�WKDQ�D�VHFRQG�FKDQFH��:H�QHHG�D�VHFRQG�ELUWK��-HVXV�
GLGQłW� VD\�� Ń+H�ZKR� LV�ZLWKRXW�DGXOWHU\���ń�+H� VDLG�� Ń+H�ZKR� LV�
ZLWKRXW�VLQ�ń�7KHVH�PHQ�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�*RGłV�DJHQWV�LQ�SXQLVKLQJ�
WKH�VLQV�RI�RWKHUV��%XW�-HVXV�SLHUFHV�WKHLU�KHDUWV�ZLWK�D�WUXWK�QR�
RQH�FDQ�GHQ\ŌQRQH�RI�XV�DUH�ZLWKRXW�VLQ��

$V�D�NLG��GLG�\RX�HYHU�KDYH�WR�GUDZ�VWUDZV�WR�PDNH�D�GHFLVLRQ"�
Remember that game? You would get several straws together in 
D�EXQGOH�EXW�RQH�RI�WKHP�LV�FXW�VKRUW��2QH�E\�RQH��HDFK�SHUVRQ�
GUDZV�D�VWUDZ��,I�\RX�JHW�WKH�ORQJ�RQH��\RX�DUH�JRRG��\RX�PDNH�
WKH�WHDP�RU�JHW�WKH�FDQG\�RU�ZKDWHYHU��,I�\RX�JHW�WKH�VKRUW�VWUDZ��
\RX�DUH�RXW��JDPH�RYHU��7KH�UHDOLW\� -HVXV� LV�SRLQWLQJ� WR�KHUH� LV�
ZH�DOO� GUDZ� WKH� VKRUW� VWUDZ��:H�DUH�DOO� VLQQHUV� IURP� WKH� YHU\�
PRPHQW�RI�RXU�ELUWK��$FWXDOO\��ZH�DUH�DOO�JXLOW\�RI�PRUDO�DGXO-
WHU\��$SRVWOH�3DXO�ZURWH�DERXW�WKLV�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�GHDWK�
RI�-HVXV��“You who say that people should not commit adultery, 
do you commit adultery?”� �5RPDQV� ������� (YHQ� -HVXV� KLPVHOI�
HTXDWHG�OXVW�ZLWK�DGXOWHU\��“If you even look at a woman lust-
fully, you’ve committed adultery with her in your heart.”�:HłYH�
DOO�GUDZQ�WKH�VKRUW�VWUDZ��ZH�DUH�DOO�VLQQHUV�DQG�GHVHUYH�*RGłV�
SXQLVKPHQW��%XW�WKHUHłV�JRRG�QHZV�

6R�DOO�H\HV�DUH�RQ�WKH�VFULEHV�DQG�3KDULVHHV�QRZ��7KH�RQHV�ZKR�
KDG�GRQH�WKH�H[SRVLQJ�DUH�QRZ�EHLQJ�H[SRVHG��,�GRQłW�NQRZ�KRZ�
PXFK�WLPH�KDG�SDVVHG��-HVXV�GLGQłW�VHHP�WR�FDUH��+H�EHQGV�GRZQ�
DQG�ZULWHV�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�DJDLQ��,QVWHDG�RI�FURVV�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�
ZRPDQ��-HVXV�FURVV�H[DPLQHG�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�DXWKRULWLHV��/RRN�DW�
ZKDW�WKH\�GLG�QH[W��“At this, those who heard began to go away 
RQH�DW�D�WLPH��WKH�ROGHU�RQHV�ğUVW��XQWLO�RQO\�-HVXV�ZDV�OHIW��ZLWK�
the woman still standing there”��Y������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�-HZLVK�ODZ��
WKH� H\H� ZLWQHVVHV�PXVW� EH� WKH� ğUVW� SHRSOH� WR� WKURZ� WKH� ğUVW�
VWRQHV��'HXW���������-HVXV�LV�DVNLQJ�WKH�ZLWQHVVHV�LI�WKH\�DUH�WUXO\�
HOLJLEOH�EHIRUH�WKH�ODZ�WR�WHVWLI\�LQ�WKLV�FDVH��7KH\�DUH�QRW��,�SLF-
WXUH�VRPHRQH�FOHDULQJ�KLV�WKURDW�DV�LI�WR�VSHDN��EXW�QR�RQH�GDUHG�
VD\�D�ZRUG��)HHW�EHJDQ�WR�VKXIĠH��(\HV�GURSSHG��7KHQ�\RX�KHDU�
LW�WKXG���WKXG���WKXG���URFNV�IHOO�WR�WKH�JURXQG��$QG�WKH\�ZDONHG�
DZD\��7KH\�FDPH�DV�RQH��EXW� WKH\� OHIW�RQH�E\�RQH��7KRVH�ZKR�
KDG�FRPH�WR�VKDPH�-HVXV�QRZ� OHDYH� LQ�VKDPH�� WKH�ROGHVW�ğUVW�
DQG�WKH�\RXQJHU�RQHV�ODVW��

:K\�GLG�WKH�ROGHVW�OHDYH�ğUVW"�,W�PDNHV�SHUIHFW�VHQVH�WR�PH��7KH�
ROGHU�ZH�JHW��WKH�PRUH�ZH�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�ZD\V�WR�VLQ�ZH�QHYHU�
WKRXJKW�RI�EHIRUH�DQG�WKH�PRUH�DZDUH�ZH�DUH�RI�KRZ�VKRUW�ZH�
IDOO�RI�HYHQ�RXU�EHVW� LGHDOV��)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKDW� LI�ZKDW� ,�VRPH-
times think about and have even done were displayed on this 
ELJ�VFUHHQ�IRU�DOO�WR�VHH"�,łG�EH�HPEDUUDVVHG�DQG�\RX�PLJKW�QRW�
ZDQW�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�PH�ULJKW�QRZ��,Q�VRPH�ZD\V�,�DP�WKLV�ZRPDQ��
1RZ�EHIRUH�\RX�JHW�XS�DQG�OHDYH��ZKDW�LI�WKH�WKLQJV�\RX�WKLQN�
DERXW�DQG�KDYH�GRQH�ZHUH�DOVR�ĠDVKHG�RQ�WKH�ELJ�VFUHHQ�IRU�XV�
DOO�WR�VHH"�,�PLJKW�ZDQW�WR�OHDYH�DQG�QRW�WDON�WR�\RX��<RX�DUH�OLNH�
WKLV�ZRPDQ��:H�DUH�DOO�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ERDW��DUHQłW�ZH"�,WłV�OLNH�WKH�
OLWWOH�NLG�ZKR�FDPH�KRPH�IURP�D�/LWWOH�/HDJXH�JDPH��+LV�PRWKHU�
DVNHG��Ń+RZ�GLG�\RX�GR"ń�+H�VDLG��Ń)DQWDVWLF��(YHQ�WKH�FRDFK�VDLG�

,�ZDV�WKH�EHVW�RI�WKH�ZRUVW�WKUHH�ń�7KDWłV�DOO�ZH�DUHŌWKH�EHVW�RI�
WKH�ZRUVW��

Jesus Responds to the Woman with Grace and Truth
6R�QRZ�LWłV� MXVW� -HVXV�DQG�WKH�ZRPDQ��7KLV� LV�RQH�RI� WKH�PRVW�
WHQGHU�VFHQHV�LQ�DOO�WKH�%LEOH��6KHłV�OHIW�DORQH�ZLWK�WKH�RQH�PDQ�
TXDOLğHG�WR�VWRQH�KHU��6KHłV�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�KROLQHVV��7KHQ�VKH�
KHDUV�KLV�YRLFH�DJDLQ��)LQDOO\��VRPHRQH�LV�VSHDNLQJ�WR�KHU��6KHłV�
QR�ORQJHU�DQ�REMHFW�WR�EH�VSRNHQ�DERXW��-HVXV�WHOOV�WKH�ZRPDQ�
WR� ORRN�XS�� “Is there no one to condemn you?”�0D\EH� VKH� H[-
SHFWHG�-HVXV�WR�UHEXNH�KHU��0D\EH�VKH�H[SHFWHG�KLP�WR�VLPSO\�
ZDON�DZD\�IURP�KHU��,łP�QRW�VXUH��EXW�,�GR�NQRZ�WKLV��:KDW�VKH�
JRW��VKH�QHYHU�H[SHFWHG��6KH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�-HVXV�ERWK�D�SURPLVH�
DQG�D�FRPPLVVLRQ��7KH�SURPLVH�ZDV��“Then neither do I condemn 
you.”�7KH�FRPPLVVLRQ�ZDV��“Go and sin no more.”�-HVXV�ORRNHG�
LQWR�KHU�KHDUW�DQG�NQHZ�VKH�ZDV�DQ�DGXOWHUHVV��%XW��ZLWK�JUHDW�
FRPSDVVLRQ��KH�GLG�QRW� FRQGHPQ�KHU� WR�GHDWK�E\� VWRQLQJ�EH-
FDXVH�WKH�ZLWQHVVHV�KDG�YDQLVKHG��6LQFH�-HVXV�ZDVQłW�DQ�H\HZLW-
QHVV�HLWKHU�� WKH�ZRPDQ�ZDONV�DZD\�QHYHU� WR�EH�VHHQ�RU�KHDUG�
IURP�DJDLQ��

,�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�ZLWK�KHU"�'LG�VKH�OHDYH�KHU�OLIH�RI�VLQ"�,�
WKLQN�VR��*UDFH�GRHV�WKDW�WR�SHRSOH��,�ZRQGHU�LI�VKH�ZDV�DW�&DOYDU\�
WKH�GD\� -HVXV�ZDV�FUXFLğHG"� ,I� VKH�ZDV� WKHUH�VXUHO\� VKH�ZRXOG�
UHFRJQL]H�KLV�YRLFH�DJDLQ��,WłV�UDVSLHU�DQG�ZHDNHU��EXW�WKH�ZRUGV�
DUH�WKH�VDPH��“Father, forgive them for they know not what they 
do.” 7KHUHłV�QR�GRXEW�VKH�ZRXOG�UHFRJQL]H�KLV�H\HV��+RZ�FRXOG�
VKH�HYHU�IRUJHW�WKRVH�H\HV"�&OHDU�DQG�ğOOHG�ZLWK�WHDUV��(\HV�WKDW�
WUXO\�VDZ�KHU�QRW�DV�VKH�ZDV��EXW�DV�VKH�ZDV�LQWHQGHG�WR�EH��

'R�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�DOO�WKLV�PHDQV�IRU�XV"�,W�PHDQV�WKH�*RG�ZKR�
KDV�D�SHUIHFW�ULJKW�WR�FRQGHPQ�XV�LV�WKH�2QH�ZLWK�D�SDVVLRQDWH�
GHVLUH�WR�IRUJLYH�XV��6LQ�ZDV�QRW�WUHDWHG�OLJKWO\�E\�-HVXV��%XW�VLQ-
QHUV�ZHUH�RIIHUHG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VWDUW�D�QHZ�OLIH��7KH�*RG�
ZLWK�D�SHUIHFW�ULJKW�WR�FRQGHPQ�\RX�LV�WKH�RQH�ZLWK�D�SDVVLRQDWH�
GHVLUH� WR� IRUJLYH� \RX�� $QG� QRW� MXVW� IRUJLYH� \RX�� EXW� WUDQVIRUP�
\RXU�OLIH�

+RZ�FDQ�D�KRO\�*RG�OHW�VLQQHUV�RII�WKH�KRRN"�/LVWHQ�WR�WKH�ZRUGV�
ZHłYH�DOUHDG\�KHDUG�-RKQ�WHOO�WKH�FKXUFK��“For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him”� �-RKQ�����������-HVXV�KLPVHOI�ZRXOG�VRRQ�
EH�QDNHG�DQG�H[SRVHG��VKDPHG�DQG�KXQJ�RQ�D�5RPDQ�FURVV��+LV�
VDFULğFH�ZRXOG�EH�*RGłV�JUDFLRXV�ZD\�RI�DWRQLQJ�IRU�RXU�VLQ��+H�
ZRXOG�GLH�LQ�RXU�SODFH�DQG�IRU�RXU�VLQ��*RG�LV�QRW�RXW�WR�VKDPH�
DQG�FRQGHPQ�\RX��+HłV�RXW�WR�IRUJLYH�\RX�DQG�VHW�\RX�IUHH�IURP�
D�OLIH�GRPLQDWHG�E\�VLQ���
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,�ZDQW�WR�HQG�E\�WDONLQJ�MXVW�IRU�D�PRPHQW�DERXW�JUDFH�DQG�WUXWK��
,łYH� OHDUQHG�VRPHWKLQJ�UHFHQWO\� WKDW�KDV� UHDOO\�KHOSHG�PH�SHU-
VRQDOO\�DQG�P\�PLQLVWU\��,Q�WKLV�SDVVDJH�ZH�JHW�D�FOHDU�DQG�FORVH�
look at what grace and truth look like in an otherwise graceless 
ZRUOG� WKDW�KDV�HVVHQWLDOO\� WXUQHG� LWV�EDFN�RQ�WUXWK�� ,Q� WKH�YHU\�
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�-RKQ�ZH�UHDG��Ń7KH�:RUG�EHFDPH�ĠHVK�DQG�PDGH�
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth” �-RKQ��������,�UHDOO\�ORYH�WKDW�ODVW�SKUDVH��“full of grace and 
truth.”�6RPHWLPHV�ZH�WU\�WR�VWULNH�D�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR��,�
SHUVRQDOO\�SULGH�P\VHOI�ZLWK�DOZD\V�WU\LQJ�WR�HUU�RQ�WKH�VLGH�RI�
JUDFH�ZLWK�SHRSOH�DQG�LQ�VLWXDWLRQV��2QH�RI�RXU�FRUH�YDOXHV�DV�D�
FKXUFK�LV�JUDFH��%XW��ZH�DOVR�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�WUXWK��:KDW�ZH�ğQG�
LQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�DQG�LQ�-HVXVł�PLQLVWU\�LV�KH�GLG�QRW�FRPH�WR�VWULNH�
D�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�JUDFH�DQG�WUXWK��+H�ZDV�WKH�IXOO�HPERGLPHQW�
RI�ERWK��+H�EURXJKW�WKH�IXOO�PHDVXUH�RI�JUDFH�DQG�WUXWK�WR�ERWK�
WKH� VFULEHV� DQG� WKH�ZRPDQ�� *UDFHŌ\RX� DUH� QRW� FRQGHPQHG��
<RX�DUH�IUHH��7UXWKŌJR�DQG�VLQ�QR�PRUH��

*UDFH�GRHVQłW�GXPE�GRZQ�VLQ� WR�PDNH� LW�PRUH�HDV\� WR�GLJHVW��
*UDFH� GRHVQłW� KDYH� WR�� 7KH� SXUSRVH� RI� WUXWK� LVQłW� WR� LVRODWH�
SHRSOH�IURP�*RG�RU�IURP�KLV�SHRSOH��$V�ZH�IROORZ�-HVXV�WKURXJK�
WKH�*RVSHO�RI�-RKQ��ZH�ğQG�KLP�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�WKH�IXOO�LPSOLFD-
WLRQV�RI�VLQ�DQG�\HW�QRW�FRQGHPQLQJ�VLQQHUV��7KH�RQO\�JURXS�KH�
FRQVLVWHQWO\�FRQGHPQHG�ZHUH�JUDFHOHVV�UHOLJLRXV�SHRSOH�� WKRVH�

ZKR�PLVXVHG� WUXWK� WR� FRQWURO� SHRSOH� WKURXJK� JXLOW�� IHDU�� DQG�
FRQGHPQDWLRQ�

,WłV�HDV\�WR�EH�DQ�DOO�WUXWK�FKXUFK��:H�FDQ�IRFXV�RQ�UXOHV��EH�OH-
JDOLVWLF��DQG�EH�YHU\�QDVW\�WR�SHRSOH��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LW�PD\�
EH�HYHQ�HDVLHU�WR�FUHDWH�DQ�DOO�JUDFH�FKXUFK��7KH�3HQLQVXOD�LV�IXOO�
RI�WKHP��:H�FDQ�LJQRUH�VLQ�DQG�RQO\�WHDFK�SDUWV�RI�WKH�%LEOH�WKDW�
DUH�HDV\�WR�VZDOORZ��7ROHUDQFH�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�YLUWXH�DQG�WUXWK�LV�
WKURZQ�RXW�WKH�ZLQGRZ��-HVXV�GLGQłW�OHDYH�HLWKHU�RSWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
WDEOH��QRU�VKRXOG�ZH��7KLV�ZRPDQ�PHW�VRPHRQH�ZKR�NQHZ�H[-
DFWO\�ZKR�VKH�ZDV�DQG�ZKDW�VKH�KDG�GRQH��$QG�\HW��GHVSLWH�KLV�
DZDUHQHVV��-HVXV�GLG�QRW�WUHDW�KHU�DV�DQ�REMHFW�WR�PDNH�D�SRLQW�
RU�D�SDZQ�WR�PDQLSXODWH��+H�VSRNH�WKH�WUXWK��+H�VHW�KHU�IUHH�WR�
JR�DQG� VLQ�QR�PRUH��1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�RIWHQ�ZH�FRPH� WR�&KULVW�
EXUGHQHG�DQG�IDOOHQ�DJDLQ��KH�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VD\�WR�XV��Ń*R�DQG�VLQ�
QR�PRUH�ń�7KDWłV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�JUDFH�DQG�WUXWK��7KLQN�DERXW�WKH�
JDPH�RI�GUDZLQJ�VWUDZV�DJDLQ��:KHQ�ZH�PDNH�PLVWDNHV��ZKHQ�
ZH� VLQ�� JUDFH�PHDQV� WKDW� IRUJLYHQHVV� LVQłW� OLNH� GUDZLQJ� VWUDZV�
DQ\PRUH��*XHVV�ZKDWŌZH�DOO�JHW�WKH�ORQJ�RQH�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


