
,� ZDQWHG� WR� VKDUH� VRPH� ğQGLQJV� WKDW� ZLOO� UHODWH� WR� WKLV� SDV-
VDJH�� %D\ORU�8QLYHUVLW\� 3URIHVVRUV� 3DXO� )URHVH� DQG�&KULVWRSKHU�
%DGHU�FRQGXFWHG�D�VXUYH\�LQ������RI�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�YLHZV�RI�RYHU�
������8�6��DGXOWV��7KH\�SXEOLVKHG�WKHLU�ğQGLQJV�LQ�D�ERRN�FDOOHG�
America’s Four Gods: What We Say about God & What That Says 
About Us��7KH\�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�RXU�$PHULFDQ�FRQFHSWLRQ�JHQHU-
DOO\�IDOOV�LQWR�RQH�RI�IRXU�GLIIHUHQW�FDWHJRULHV��DQ�authoritative 
*RG�ZKR�SXQLVKHV�SHRSOH�ZKR�VLQ��D�benevolent�*RG�ZKR�KHOSV�
SHRSOH�RXW�ZKHQ�WKH\�QHHG�LW��D�critical�*RG�ZKR�LV�SDVVLYH�XQWLO�
SDVVLQJ�ğQDO� MXGJPHQW��RU�D�distant God who has ordered the 
XQLYHUVH�EXW�LV�WRWDOO\�XQLQYROYHG�LQ�KXPDQ�DIIDLUV��,QWHUHVWLQJO\��
WKH�UHSRUW�DOVR�IRXQG�WKDW�$PHULFDQłV�YLHZV�RQ�VRFLDO��SROLWLFDO��
PRUDO�DQG�VFLHQWLğF�LVVXHV�DUH�XVXDOO\�WLHG�WR�WKHLU�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�
*RG�

+DYH�\RX�HYHU�WKRXJKW�DERXW�KRZ�\RXU�YLHZ�RI�*RG�DIIHFWV�WKH�
ZD\�\RX�OLYH�DQG�WKH�ZD\�\RX�WUHDW�RWKHUV"�7KHRORJLDQ�DQG�SDVWRU�
$��:��7R]HU�VDLG��Ń:KDW�FRPHV�WR�PLQG�ZKHQ�ZH�WKLQN�RI�*RG�LV�
WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�DERXW�XV��)RU�ZH�WHQG��E\�D�VHFUHW�ODZ�
RI�WKH�VRXO��WR�PRYH�WRZDUG�RXU�PHQWDO�LPDJH�RI�*RG�ń

)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�\RX�EHOLHYH�*RG�GHHSO\�YDOXHV�DOO�KXPDQ�OLIH�\RX�
ZRQłW�EH�VR�TXLFN�WR�ORRN�GRZQ�RQ�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�
WKDQ�\RX�RU�GRQłW�KROG�WKH�VDPH�YLHZV�\RX�GR��,I�\RX�WKLQN�*RG�
LV�DOZD\V�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�UHDVRQ�WR�UHSULPDQG�\RX��PXFK�RI�\RXU�
PRWLYDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�EDVHG�RQ�IHDU�DQG�LQVHFXULW\��7KHUHłV�D�GLUHFW�
FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�KRZ�\RX�YLHZ�*RG�DQG�KRZ�\RX�OLYH�\RXU�
OLIH��:H�VKRXOG�GR�RXU�EHVW��WKHQ��WR�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�YLHZ��6R�WKH�
LPSRUWDQW�TXHVWLRQ�ZH�ZDQW�WR�DQVZHU�WRGD\�LV��KRZ�VKRXOG�ZH�
YLHZ�*RG"�7RGD\łV�SDVVDJH�LV�JRLQJ�WR�KHOS�XV�ğQG�DQ�DQVZHU�

:HłUH� FRQWLQXLQJ� RXU� VHULHV� RQ� WKH� ERRN� RI� -RKQ�� /DVW� ZHHN�
ZH� VDZ� -HVXV� WHDFKLQJ� LQ� WKH� WHPSOH� FRXUWV� DW� WKH� )HVWLYDO� RI�
7DEHUQDFOHV��7KH�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�ZHUH�LQWHQW�RQ�VWRSSLQJ�+LP��
WKH\�VHQW� WHPSOH�JXDUGV�WR�DUUHVW�+LP�EXW�WKH\�ZRXOGQłW� OD\�D�
KDQG�RQ�+LP�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�SRZHU�RI�+LV�ZRUGV��-HVXV�OHDYHV�IRU�
WKH�0RXQW�RI�2OLYHV�DERXW�WZR�PLOHV�HDVW�RI�-HUXVDOHP��D�SODFH�
+H�RIWHQ�UHVWHG�DW�DQG�WDXJKW�IURP�� �$W�GD\EUHDN�+HłV�EDFN�DW�
WKH�WHPSOH��VLWWLQJ�GRZQ�DV�UDEELV�ZRXOG�LQ�WKH�RXWHU�FRXUW\DUG�
XQGHU�WKH�SLOODUV�LQVWUXFWLQJ�+LV�GLVFLSOHV�DERXW�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�
*RG��$OO� RI� VXGGHQ� WKHUHłV� D� FRPPRWLRQ�RII� WR� WKH� VLGH� DQG� D�
QRLV\�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�FRPH�QHDU��7DNH�RXW�\RXU�ELEOHV�DQG�OHWłV�
SLFN�XS�WKH�VWRU\�LQ�-RKQ���

But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn 
he appeared again in the temple courts, where all 

the people gathered around him, and he sat down 
to teach them. The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. 
They made her stand before the group and said to 
Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act 
of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to 
stone such women. Now what do you say?” They 
were using this question as a trap, in order to have 
a basis for accusing him (verses 1–6).

The Religious Leaders
7KH� UHOLJLRXV� OHDGHUV� SXW� WRJHWKHU� D� QHZ� WUDS� IRU� -HVXV� DQG�
GLGQłW�ZDVWH�DQ\� WLPH�VSULQJLQJ� LW�E\�EULQJLQJ�D�ZRPDQ�JXLOW\�
RI�DGXOWHU\��7KH� WHDFKHUV�RI� WKH� ODZ�ZHUH� UHFRJQL]HG� VFKRODUV��
7KH\�ZHUH�LQĠXHQWLDO�EHFDXVH�WKH\�LQWHUSUHWHG�WKH�/DZ�RI�0RVHV�
DQG�GHWHUPLQHG�KRZ�LW�VKRXOG�EH�DSSOLHG�LQ�GDLO\�OLIH��7KH\�DFWHG�
DV� DGYLVRUV�� WKHRORJLDQV�� DQG� ODZ\HUV�� 7KH� 3KDULVHHV�ZHUH� DOVR�
LQĠXHQWLDO��7KH\�EHOLHYHG�LW�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�EH�KLJKO\�UHJDUGHG�
IRU� GRLQJ� YLVLEOH� IRUPV� RI� SLHW\�� FHUHPRQLDO� ZDVKLQJV�� IDVWLQJ�
DQG�SUD\LQJ�IRU�DOO�WR�VHH��EHLQJ�VHHQ�DW�IHVWLYDOV��HWF��7KH\�ZHUH�
REVHVVHG�ZLWK�IROORZLQJ�WKH�/DZ�RI�0RVHV�DQG�WKHLU�RZQ�PDQ�
PDGH� ODZV� DQG� WKH\� H[SHFWHG� HYHU\RQH� HOVH� WR� DV�ZHOO�� KDSS\�
WR� LPSRVH�WKHLU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RQ�\RX�DQG�VKDPH�\RX� LI�\RX�IHOO�
VKRUW��

1RZ��WKHUHłV�D�SUREOHP�ZLWK�WKDW�NLQG�RI�YLHZ��,W�SXWV�\RX�DW�WKH�
FHQWHU�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH�EHFDXVH�WKH�LGHD�LV�LI�\RXłUH�D�JRRG�SHUVRQ�
DQG�ZRUN�KDUG�DW�NHHSLQJ�DOO�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�UXOHV��*RG�LV�REOLJDWHG�
WR�JLYH�\RX�D�FRPIRUWDEOH�OLIH�DQG�VRPH�VWDWXV��7KH�IRFXV�RI�\RXU�
OLIH� EHFRPHV� \RX�� QRW� *RG�� 6HOI�FHQWHUHG� SHRSOH� EHOLHYH� *RG�
RZHV�WKHP�VRPHWKLQJ��WKDWłV�WKHLU�YLHZ�

7KHUHłV�D�JUHDW�SOD\�PRYLH�IURP�WKH���V�FDOOHG�Amadeus��2QH�RI�
WKH�PDLQ�FKDUDFWHUV�LV�6DOLHUL��D�WDOHQWHG�FRPSRVHU�ZKR�PDNHV�D�
GHDO�ZLWK�*RG��VD\LQJ�Ń/RUG��PDNH�PH�D�JUHDW�FRPSRVHU��/HW�PH�
FHOHEUDWH�\RXU�JORU\� WKURXJK�PXVLF��DQG�EH�FHOHEUDWHG�P\VHOI��
0DNH�PH�IDPRXV�WKURXJK�WKH�ZRUOG��,Q�UHWXUQ��,�YRZ�,�ZLOO�JLYH�
\RX�P\�FKDVWLW\��P\�LQGXVWU\��P\�GHHSHVW�KXPLOLW\��HYHU\�KRXU�RI�
P\�OLIH��DQG�,�ZLOO�KHOS�P\�IHOORZ�PDQ�DOO�,�FDQ��$0(1�ń��+H�NHHSV�
WKLV�YRZ�IRU�D�ZKLOH��ZRUNLQJ�KDUG��KHOSLQJ�WKH�SRRU��HWF��7KHQ�
0R]DUW� DSSHDUV�� D� PXVLFDO� JHQLXV� JLIWHG� E\� *RG�� EXW� D� OHZG��
YXOJDU��VHHPLQJO\�JRGOHVV�SHUVRQ��6DOLHUL�JHWV�VR�DQJU\�DW�*RG�IRU�
QRW�JLIWLQJ�KLP�OLNH�0R]DUW�HYHQ�WKRXJK�KH�ZRUNHG�VR�KDUG�WR�EH�
JRRG��WKDW�KH�WHOOV�*RG��Ń)URP�QRZ�RQ�ZH�DUH�HQHPLHV��<RX�DQG�
,�ń��6DGO\�KH�WXUQV�KLV�DQJHU�RQ�0R]DUW�DQG�EHFRPHV�GHWHUPLQHG�
WR�UXLQ�KLV�OLIH�

VHULHV��&RPH�DQG�6HH��
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…to make and mature more followers of Christ

Neither Do I

John 8:1–11

Lee Miller

May 19, 2013



:HłUH�SUREDEO\�QRW�DV�H[WUHPH�DV�WKDW��EXW�LI�ZH�PDNH�RXUVHOYHV�
WKH�IRFXV�RI�RXU�OLIH�ZH�FDQ�DFW�OLNH�6DOLHUL�DQG�LQVLVW�WKDW�*RG�JLYH�
XV�D�EHWWHU�OLIH�EHFDXVH�RI�DOO�ZH�GR�IRU�+LP�

7KHUHłV�PRUH��,I�ZH�WKLQN�*RG�RZHV�XV�VRPHWKLQJ�LW�ZLOO�DIIHFW�
KRZ�ZH�WUHDW�RWKHUV��2XU�WUDQVODWLRQ�VD\V�WKH\�ŃEURXJKWń�KHU�LQ�
�Y�����EXW�WKH�LGHD�LV�WKH\�\DQNHG�KHU�DURXQG�OLNH�D�IDUP�DQLPDO��
7KH\�GLGQłW�WKLQN�WZLFH�DERXW�H[SRVLQJ�KHU�VLQ�DQG�KXPLOLDWLQJ�
KHU��DQG�WKH\łUH�DGYRFDWLQJ�KHU�H[HFXWLRQ��6KH�VWRSSHG�EHLQJ�D�
SHUVRQ� DQG� EHFDPH� VLPSO\� DQ� REMHFW� RI� GLVJXVW�� 6HOI�FHQWHUHG�
SHRSOH� FDQ� WUHDW� RWKHUV� DV� REMHFWV�� XVLQJ� SHRSOH�� OLNH� WKH\� XVH�
*RG��WR�JHW�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�

:K\"�,I�ZH�WKLQN�ZH�EHORQJ�WR�DQ�H[FOXVLYH��UHOLJLRXV�JURXS�RI�
SHRSOH�WKDW�*RG�EOHVVHV�ZH�FDQ�VHH�SHRSOH�VWUXJJOLQJ��RU�DFWLQJ�
LPPRUDO�� DQG� EH� XQV\PSDWKHWLF� DQG� MXGJPHQWDO�� ,W� EHFRPHV�
ŃXVń�YHUVXV�ŃWKHP�ń

+RZ� \RX� WUHDW� ŃVLQQHUV�ń� SHRSOH� ZKR� EUHDN� WDERRV� OLNH� WKLV�
ZRPDQ��UHYHDOV�D�ORW�DERXW�\RX��$UH�\RX�TXLFN�WR�SRLQW�ğQJHUV�
RU�FULWLFL]H"�,I�VR��FKHFN�\RXU�YLHZ�RI�*RG��:H�FDQ�QHYHU�REOLJDWH�
*RG�WR�JLYH�XV�ZKDW�ZH�ZDQW��*RG�LV�ELJJHU�WKDQ�WKDW��:KDWHYHU�
+H� JLYHV� XV� LV� D� JLIW� RI� JUDFH�� VRPHWKLQJ� ZH� FDQłW� HDUQ�� +HłV�
JHQHURXV�DQG� ORYLQJ�WR�HYHU\RQH�HTXDOO\��7KHUHIRUH��ZHłUH�QRW�
EHWWHU�WKDQ�DQ\RQH�HOVH�DQG�ZH�VKRXOGQłW� ORRN�GRZQ�DW�RU�RE-
MHFWLI\�SHRSOH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�IDLOXUHV��6RPHWLPHV�SHRSOH�VXIIHU�
IRU�UHDVRQV�EH\RQG�WKHLU�FRQWURO��$QG�KRQHVWO\��ZHłUH�DOO�MXVW�RQH�
EDG�FKRLFH�DZD\�IURP�KXUWLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�RWKHUV��/HWłV�QRW�EH�
SHRSOH�ZKR�WUHDW�RWKHUV�DV�REMHFWV��

The Woman
/HWłV�PRYH�RQ�DQG�VKLIW�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�RQ�WKLV�ZRPDQ��&DQ�\RX�
LPDJLQH�KRZ�VKHłV�IHHOLQJ"�:HłUH�QRW�HYHQ�JLYHQ�KHU�QDPH��VKHłV�
VLPSO\�NQRZQ�DV�ŃD�ZRPDQ�FDXJKW� LQ�WKH�DFW�RI�DGXOWHU\�ń� � ,WłV�
OLNH�KHU�VLQ�GHğQHV�KHU��DQG�LQ�D�VRFLHW\�ZLWK�IDU�OHVV�UHJDUG�IRU�
WKH�GLJQLW\�RI�ZRPHQ��WKLV�ZDV�D�SDLQIXO�ODEHO�WR�FDUU\��7KH�IDFW�
WKDW�VKH�GRHVQłW�VD\�D�VLQJOH�ZRUG�LQ�KHU�GHIHQVH��ZKHQ�FDSLWDO�
SXQLVKPHQW� LV� D� SRVVLELOLW\�� VKRZV� WKDW� VKH�ZDV�ZUDFNHG�ZLWK�
JXLOW�DQG�UHJUHW��GHHSO\�KXPLOLDWHG��DQG�DIUDLG�IRU�KHU�OLIH��,I�VKHłV�
OLNH�XV��VKHłV�ZDQWV�KHU�JXLOW�UHPRYHG��VKHłV�KRSLQJ�IRU�D�PLUDFOH�
WR�VDYH�KHU��:KDWłV�KHU�YLHZ�RI�*RG"�3HRSOH�ZKR�FDUU\�JXLOW�DQG�
VKDPH�DUH�GHVSHUDWH�IRU�*RGłV�JUDFH�

0DNH� QR� PLVWDNH�� VKH� GLG� VRPHWKLQJ� VHULRXV�� 6KH� EURNH� WKH�
PDUULDJH�FRYHQDQW�DQG�QRZ�VRPH�OLYHV�DUH�VKDWWHUHG��:H�GRQłW�
NQRZ�ZK\�VKH�GLG�EXW�PDQ\�WLPHV�ZKDW�VWDUWV�RXW�DV�VHOI�FHQ-
WHUHGQHVV� FDQ� JURZ� WR� KDUGQHVV� RI� KHDUW�� WKHQ� ELWWHUQHVV� DQG�
DQJHU�� PLVWUXVW� DQG� IHHOLQJV� RI� ORQHOLQHVV�� ZKLFK� FDQ� HQG� XS�
LQ� LQğGHOLW\��+XUWLQJ�SHRSOH�FDQ� ORRN�WR�DQG�JHW�REVHVVHG�ZLWK�
DOO�VRUWV�RI�WKLQJV�WR�HDVH�WKHLU�SDLQ��OLNH�ZRUNDKROLVP��IRRG��RU�
VH[XDO�LPPRUDOLW\��8QOHVV�ZH�JR�WR�-HVXV�&KULVW�IRU�WKH�XQFRQGL-
WLRQDO�DFFHSWDQFH�DQG�JUDFH�WKDW�ZH�QHHG��ZHłOO�QHYHU�H[SHULHQFH�
WUXH�SHDFH�DQG�IUHHGRP��3HRSOH�ZKR�FDUU\�UHJUHW�DQG�VKDPH�DUH�
GHVSHUDWH�IRU�*RGłV�JUDFH�

0D\EH�\RX�FDQ�UHODWH�WR�KHU��PD\EH�\RXłYH�GRQH�RU�VDLG�VRPH-
WKLQJ�WKDW�KXUW�SHRSOH�ZKR�WUXVWHG�\RX��7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�WLPHV�
LQ�P\� OLIH�ZKHUH� ,łYH� FDUULHG� UHJUHW� IRU� D� ORQJ� WLPH�� WRR� ORQJ��
VHHPV�OLNH�WKH�UHJUHW�QHYHU�JRHV�DZD\��,I�ZH�FDUU\�LW�DURXQG�LW�FDQ�
OHDG�WR�VHOI�ORDWKLQJ��ZKLFK�LV�GDQJHURXV��

1RZ�WKHUHłV�D�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKDW�XQKHDOWK\�VHQVH�RI�VKDPH�
DQG�D�QRUPDO��KHDOWK\� FRQYLFWLRQ�RI� VLQ�� ,�KDYH�D� WZR�\HDU�ROG�
OLWWOH� ğUHFUDFNHU� QDPHG� -HUHPLDK�� ,� ORYH� WKDW� ER\�� +HłV� DW� WKH�
VWDJH�ZKHUH�KH�OLNHV�WR�ğQG�ER[HV�RU�FRQWDLQHUV�IXOO�RI�WKLQJV�DQG�
SURPSWO\�HPSW\�WKRVH�WKLQJV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ĠRRU��2QH�GD\�KH�WRRN�
GDGG\łV� ZDOOHW� DQG� EHJDQ� WR� HPSW\� LW� FDUG�E\�FDUG�� +H� GLGQłW�
NQRZ�,�ZDV�ZDWFKLQJ��KH�JODQFHG�XS�WR�VHH�LI�,�QRWLFHG��+H�NQHZ�
KH�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�LQWR�KRW�ZDWHU��,�FDXJKW�+LP�DQG�KLV�H\HV�JRW�UH-
DOO\�ELJ��%LJ�-HUHPLDK�LV�WKH�VDPH��0\�ZLIH�(YHOLQD�PDGH�VRPH�
FRRNLHV�DQG�ZH�HQMR\HG�VRPH�DIWHU�GLQQHU��%XW�EHIRUH�EHGWLPH�
,�VQXFN�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ�DQG�SHHNHG�WR�VHH�LI�,�ZDV�DORQH�DQG�DWH�D�
IHZ�PRUH��,�ZDV�FDXJKW�UHG�KDQGHG�E\�KHU�DQG�SXW�WKHP�DZD\��
,I�\RX�QHHG�WR�PDNH�VXUH�QR�RQH�LV�ORRNLQJ�DW�\RX�WKDWłV�SUREDEO\�
QRW�D�KHDOWK\�WKLQJ�WR�GR��%RWK�OLWWOH�-HUHPLDK�DQG�ELJ�-HUHPLDK�
NQHZ�ZH�ZHUH�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�ZURQJ�

,WłV�OLNH�WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�FRQYLFWV�XV�RI�VLQ��:H�UHVSRQG�
QRW�E\�GHQ\LQJ�LW��EXW�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�VLQ��IHHOLQJ�UHPRUVH��DQG�
UHSHQWLQJ�� ZKLFK� PHDQV� FKDQJLQJ� RXU� PLQG� DERXW� LW� DQG� ZH�
VWRS��,I�ZH�VLQ�DQG�FDUU\�WKDW�VKDPH��ZHłOO�EH�GHVSHUDWH�IRU�*RGłV�
JUDFH�

*HWWLQJ�EDFN�WR�RXU�VWRU\��WKH�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�EURXJKW�WKLV�VLWX-
DWLRQ�WR�-HVXV�EHFDXVH�DV�D�WHDFKHU��+H�KDG�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�GHFLGH�
RQ�D�SRLQW�RI�/DZ� WKDW�KDG� VHULRXV�FRQVHTXHQFHV��$V�D�PDWWHU�
RI� IDFW�� WKH� /DZ�RI�0RVHV�did� SUHVFULEH� FDSLWDO�SXQLVKPHQW� LQ�
WKH�FDVH�RI�DGXOWHU\��%RWK�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�DQG�-HVXV�NQHZ�
'HXWHURQRP\�����ZKLFK�VD\V��“If a man is found sleeping with 
another man’s wife, both the man who slept with her and the 
woman must die. You must purge the evil from Israel”� �'HXW��
�������

7KDW�VHHPV�KDUVK�WR�XV�EXW�UHPHPEHU��*RG�ZDQWHG�,VUDHO�WR�EH�
+LV�SHRSOH��VHW�DSDUW�IURP�RWKHU�QDWLRQV��*RG�HVSHFLDOO\�ZDQWHG�
,VUDHO� WR�UHĠHFW�+LV�KROLQHVV� LQ�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLSV��6WRQLQJ� LVQłW�
VSHFLğFDOO\�PHQWLRQHG�KHUH�EXW�WKH�LGHD�LV�FDSLWDO�SXQLVKPHQW�

,I�\RX�UHDG�'HXWHURQRP\����FORVHO\�DQG�DSSO\�LW�WR�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ�
D�TXHVWLRQ�VKRXOG�SRS�XS�LQ�\RXU�PLQG��:KHUH�LV�WKH�RWKHU�JX\"�
,�GRQłW�PHDQ�WR�EH�JUDSKLF��EXW�ZKHQ�WKH\�IRXQG�KHU�WKH\�DFWX-
DOO\�FDXJKW�WZR�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�DFW��VR�ZKHUH�ZDV�KH"�6RPHWKLQJ�
ğVK\łV� JRLQJ� RQ��+H� FRXOG� KDYH� HVFDSHG�� EXW� WKDWłV� QRW� KLJKO\�
OLNHO\�EHFDXVH�WKHVH�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�NQHZ�ZKDW�ZDV�UHTXLUHG�WR�
DFFXVH�VRPHRQH�RI�D�FDSLWDO�VLQ��$JDLQ�'HXWHURQRP\�VD\V��“On 
the testimony of two or three witnesses a person is to be put to 
death, but no one is to be put to death on the testimony of only 
one witness” �'HXW��������



:LWK�DW� OHDVW�WZR�RU�WKUHH�RI�WKHP�ZLWQHVVLQJ�ğUVWKDQG�LW�ZDV�
PRUH�SUREDEOH� WKH\� OHW� WKH�JX\�JR��JHQHUDOO\�KDYLQJ�FRQWHPSW�
IRU�ZRPHQ��RU�KH�ZDV�DQ�DFFRPSOLFH�WR�WKHLU�VFKHPH��ERWK�GH-
VSLFDEOH�RSWLRQV��$W�WKH�YHU\�OHDVW�WKH\�HJUHJLRXVO\�QHJOHFWHG�WKH�
/DZ�DQG�DW�ZRUVW��WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�SDUWO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�KHU�GHDWK�

7KH�UHDO�UHDVRQ�WKH\�EURXJKW�WKLV�ZRPDQ�LV�WKDW�WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�
HQG�-HVXVł�PLQLVWU\��7KLV�ZDV�D� ORDGHG�TXHVWLRQ��2Q�RQH�KDQG��
WKH\�NQHZ�-HVXV�ZDV�PHUFLIXO�DQG�KRSHG�+H�ZRXOG�QHJDWH�WKH�
/DZ�E\�VD\LQJ�VKH�VKRXOGQłW�EH�VWRQHG��$W�WKDW�SRLQW�WKH\�FRXOG�
ULJKWO\�GLVFUHGLW�+LP�DV�D� WHDFKHU�DQG�SRVVLEO\�DUUHVW�+LP��2Q�
WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� LI� +H� XSKROGV� WKH� /DZ� DQG� DSSURYHV� VWRQLQJ�
WKH\�ZRXOG�DJDLQ�GLVFUHGLW�+LP��FDOOLQJ�+LP�D�K\SRFULWH�EHFDXVH�
+H�GLGQłW� VWULFWO\� IROORZ�6DEEDWK� UXOHV��+HłG�DOVR�EH� LQ� WURXEOH�
ZLWK�WKH�5RPDQ�RIğFLDOV�ZKR�DORQH�KDG�SRZHU�WR�H[HFXWH��3OXV��
VWRQLQJ�ZRXOGQłW�ğW�ZLWK�+LV�PLQLVWU\�RI�JUDFH�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ�

,W�VHHPV�OLNH�DQ�LPSRVVLEOH�VLWXDWLRQ�IRU�-HVXV��+H�KDG�WR�XSKROG�
WKH�/DZ�RI�0RVHV�EHFDXVH�*RG�LV�KRO\�DQG�MXVW��EXW�DW�WKH�VDPH�
WLPH�+H�QHHGHG�WR�VKRZ�PHUF\�EHFDXVH�*RG�LV�JUDFLRXV�WR�VLQ-
QHUV��:KDW�DQVZHU�ZRXOG�\RX�JLYH"

Jesus’ Response
7KH�DFFXVHUV�ZRQłW�VWRS�SUHVVLQJ�-HVXV�DQG�WKH�WHQVLRQ�LV�EXLOGLQJ�
WR�D�IHYHU�SLWFK��-HVXV�GRHV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�VWXQV�HYHU\RQH�

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the 
JURXQG�ZLWK�KLV�ğQJHU��:KHQ�WKH\�NHSW�RQ�TXHV-
tioning him, he straightened up and said to them, 
Ń/HW�DQ\�RQH�RI�\RX�ZKR�LV�ZLWKRXW�VLQ�EH�WKH�ğUVW�
to throw a stone at her.”  Again he stooped down 
and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard 
began to go away one at a time, the older ones 
ğUVW��XQWLO�RQO\�-HVXV�ZDV�OHIW��ZLWK�WKH�ZRPDQ�VWLOO�
standing there (verses 6–9).

-HVXV�VWDUWV�GUDZLQJ�LQ�WKH�VDQG��7KHUHłV�PXFK�VFKRODUO\�VSHFX-
ODWLRQ�DERXW�ZKDW�+H�ZURWH�EXW�XOWLPDWHO\�ZH�GRQłW�NQRZ��%XW�
WKHQ��ZLWK�D�SHUIHFW�EDODQFH�RI�WUXWK�DQG�JUDFH�+H�VSHDNV�GHFL-
VLYHO\��ŃOHW�DQ\RQH�RI� \RX�ZLWKRXW� VLQ�EH� WKH�ğUVW�ń God wrote 
WKH�/DZ�DQG�WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�VDLG�WKH�/DZ�LV�ŃJRRG�ń�-HVXV�ZRXOG�
QHYHU�QHJDWH�LW��+H�VLPSO\�WXUQHG�WKH�WDEOHV�DQG�PDGH�WKHP�ORRN�
DW�WKHPVHOYHV��+LV�ZRUGV�VWUXFN�WKHP�OLNH�VWRQHV��7KH\�WRRN�DG-
YDQWDJH�RI�WKLV�ZRPDQ�WR�DFFXVH�-HVXV��DQ�LQQRFHQW�PDQ��7KH\�
UHDOL]HG�WKH\�DUH�VLQQHUV�DQG�LW�KXPEOHG�WKHP�DQG�VRIWHQHG�WKHLU�
KHDUWV��7KH�ROGHU�JX\V�OHDYH�ğUVW��KDYLQJ�PRUH�OLIH�H[SHULHQFH�WR�
JUDVS�-HVXVł�WUXWKV��7KH�\RXQJHU�RQHV�IROORZ��7KLV�LV�DQ�HQFRXU-
DJHPHQW�WR�PDWXUH�EHOLHYHUV�KHUH�WR�OHDG�RWKHUV�LQ�KRZ�WR�REH\�
DQG�IROORZ�&KULVW��(YHQ�ZKHQ�\RX�KDYH�WR�VKRZ�RWKHUV�KRZ�WR�
DGPLW� \RXłUH�ZURQJ�� FRQIHVV� VLQ�� DQG� UHSHQW� E\� WXUQLQJ� DZD\��
7KDW�WDNHV�JXWV�DQG�KXPLOLW\��EXW�LWłV�D�VLJQ�RI�PDWXULW\�

Faith and Forgiveness

)LQDOO\�MXVW�WKH�ZRPDQ�UHPDLQV��%XW�JXHVV�ZKDW"�6KHłV�QRW�WKH�
VDPH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�ZDV�GUDJJHG�LQ�PLQXWHV�HDUOLHU��6KHłV�XQGHU-
JRQH�UDGLFDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��+HU�YLHZ�RI�*RG�KDG�FKDQJHG�

-HVXV� VWUDLJKWHQHG� XS� DQG� DVNHG� KHU�� Ń:RPDQ��
where are they? Has no one condemned you?”  “No 
one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn 
you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life 
of sin” (verses 10–11).

+H�VWDQGV�XS�DQG�ORRNV�DW�KHU�IDFH�WR�IDFH��PHHWLQJ�KHU�RQ�KHU�
WHUPV��+H�FDOOV�KHU�ŃZRPDQ�ń�ZKLFK�VRXQGV�UXGH�WR�XV�EXW�ZDV�
DFWXDOO\�D�WHUP�RI�UHVSHFW�LQ�WKDW�FXOWXUH��-HVXV�ORYHV�KHU�LQ�VSLWH�
RI�ZKDW�VKHłV�GRQH��+H�NQRZV�VKHłV�VSLULWXDOO\�SRRU�DQG�KXUWLQJ��
+H�GRHVQłW�EULQJ�XS�KHU�VLQ�RU�NLFN�KHU�ZKLOH�VKHłV�GRZQ��DQG�+H�
ZRQłW�GR�WKDW�WR�\RX�HLWKHU��-HVXV�ORYHV�\RX�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�PXFK�
KXUW�\RXłYH�FDXVHG�RU�KRZ�DVKDPHG�\RX�DUH��8S�XQWLO�QRZ�VKH�
SUREDEO\�YLHZHG�*RG�DV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZDV�DERXW�WR�SXQLVK�KHU��
%XW�KHU�YLHZ�FKDQJHG�EHFDXVH�RI�ZKDW�-HVXV�GRHV�IRU�KHU��

:KHQ�+H�DVNHG�LI�DQ\RQH�FRQGHPQHG�KHU�VKH�ğQDOO\�WDONV��VD\LQJ�
Ń1R�RQH��6LU�ń��2XU�WUDQVODWLRQ�VD\V�VKH�DGGUHVVHV�+LP�DV�Ń6LUń�EXW�
LW�JRHV�EH\RQG�PHUH�UHVSHFW��'RQłW�PLVV� WKLV��7KH�ZRUG� LV�DOVR�
WUDQVODWHG�Ń/RUG�ń�DV�LQ�ŃP\�6DYLRU�ń�1R�RQH��/RUG��FRQGHPQV�PH��
,WłV� DW� WKDW�PRPHQW� WKDW� VKH� FURVVHG� WKH� OLQH� IURP�XQEHOLHI� WR�
EHOLHI��+H�ZHQW�IURP�EHLQJ�MXVW�D�JUHDW�PDQ�WR�EHLQJ�KHU�6DYLRU��
E\�KHU�IDLWK�

“Neither do I condemn you,”� -HVXV� VDLG�� 7KHVH� DUH� WKH� PRVW�
PHDQLQJIXO�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�SDVVDJH�EHFDXVH�LW�PHDQV�VKHłV�
EHHQ� IRUJLYHQ�� 7KRVH� ZHUH� FRVWO\� ZRUGV� IRU� -HVXV� EHFDXVH� LW�
PHDQW�+H�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�SD\�IRU�KHU�VLQ�RQ�WKH�FURVV��-HVXV�QHYHU�
FRQGRQHV�KHU�DGXOWHU\��:HłUH�DOO�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�RXU�VLQ��*RG�LV�
KRO\�DQG�MXVW�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�KDV�DQ�XQ\LHOGLQJ�LQVLVWHQFH�WKDW�VLQ�
DQG�HYLO�EH�SXQLVKHG��7KDW�SXWV�XV�LQ�D�GLUH�VLWXDWLRQ��%XW�*RG�LV�
DW� WKH�VDPH�WLPH�DEVROXWHO\�JUDFLRXV�DQG�PHUFLIXO��+H�PDGH�D�
ZD\�IRU�\RX�WR�EH�IRUJLYHQ�E\�VHQGLQJ�-HVXV�WR�GLH�RQ�\RXU�EHKDOI�

6R� WR� DQVZHU� RXU� ğUVW� TXHVWLRQ�� KRZ� VKRXOG� ZH� YLHZ� *RG"�
)RUJLYHQ�SHRSOH�EHOLHYH�*RG�ORYHV�WKHP�XQFRQGLWLRQDOO\��7KDWłV�
KRZ�ZH�VKRXOG�YLHZ�*RG��*RG� ORYHV�\RX�DQG�+H�IRUJLYHV�\RX��
$QG� LI� &KULVW� LV� \RXU� /RUG�� QR� RQH� FDQ� FRQGHPQ� \RX��0DUWLQ�
/XWKHU�VDLG�DERXW�WKLV�SDVVDJH��ŃLQ�&KULVWłV�UHDOP�QR�SXQLVKPHQW�
LV�WR�EH�IRXQG��EXW�RQO\�PHUF\�DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQV��ZKHUHDV�LQ�
WKH�UHDOP�RI�0RVHV�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�WKHUH�LV�QR�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQ��
EXW�RQO\�ZUDWK�DQG�SXQLVKPHQW�ń���

:H�WDON�D�ORW�DERXW�IDLWK��IDLWK�JRHV�EH\RQG�VLPSO\�DQ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�
DFFHSWDQFH�RI�WKH�IDFWV�RI�-HVXVł�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK��,W�PHDQV�FRQğ-
GHQFH� WKDW� -HVXV�&KULVW�� DQG�QRWKLQJ�HOVH��KDV�DWRQHG� IRU�\RXU�
VLQ�RQ�WKH�FURVV��7KDWłV�JRRG�QHZV��&KULVW�KDGQłW�GLHG�\HW�IRU�KHU�
EXW�VKH�VWLOO�EHOLHYHG�LQ�+LP��7KH�FURVV�LV�KRZ�&KULVW�FDQ�EH�ERWK�
MXVW�DQG�MXVWLğHU�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�IDLWK�DV�3DXO�VD\V�LQ�5RPDQV�
���-HVXV�RIIHUV�WKH�IUHH�JLIW�RI�IRUJLYHQHVV�WR�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�
WRR��EXW�WKH\�GRQłW�ZDQW�LW��DW�OHDVW�QRW�QRZ��7KH\�VWLOO�YLHZ�*RG�
DV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�RZHV�WKHP�VRPHWKLQJ�

+LV�ğQDOV�ZRUGV�DUH�“Go now and leave your life of sin.”��7KH�LGHD�
IRU�KHU�DQG�XV�LV�QRW�WR�OHDG�D�VLQOHVV�OLIH��ZKLFK�LV�LPSRVVLEOH��EXW�
WR�EHJLQ�D�QHZ� OLIH�RI� IDLWK�ZLWK� WKH�RQJRLQJ�DWWLWXGH� WKDW� WKH�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��0D\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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ORYH�RI�&KULVW�LV�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�RXU�LGHQWLW\��7KHVH�ZRUGV�DUH�DOVR�
D�FRPPDQG�WR�REH\�&KULVW�DQG�WR�WXUQ�DZD\�IURP�VLQV�ZH�GLGQłW�
EHIRUH��:H� FDQ�GR� WKLV� EHFDXVH� -HVXV�EURNH� WKH� FRQWURO� RI� VLQ�
RYHU�RXU�OLYHV�DQG�ZH�DUH�HPSRZHUHG�E\�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�WR�H[-
HFXWH�WKH�FKRLFH�WR�QRW�VLQ��7KDWłV�D�PHVVDJH�RI�JUHDW�KRSH�IRU�XV��

1RWLFH�KRZ�-HVXV�GRHVQłW�VD\��Ń)LUVW�OHDYH�\RXU�OLIH�RI�VLQ��WKHQ�,�
ZRQłW�FRQGHPQ�\RX�ń��1R��JUDFH�LV�D�IUHH�JLIW��)LUVW�+H�IRUJLYHV��
DQG�WKHQ�+H�WHOOV�KHU�WR�OLYH�RXW�KHU�IDLWK��:KDW�ORYH�+H�VKRZV�
XV��)RUJLYHQ�SHRSOH�NQRZ�WKDW�*RG�ORYHV�WKHP�XQFRQGLWLRQDOO\�

,Q�FORVLQJ��RI�DOO�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�WKLV�VWRU\��ZKR�DUH�\RX�PRVW�
OLNH"� $UH� \RX� OLNH� WKH� UHOLJLRXV� OHDGHUV�ZKR� EHOLHYH�*RG� RZHV�
WKHP�D� FRPIRUWDEOH� OLIH� EHFDXVH� WKH\� IROORZ� WKH� UXOHV� DQG�GR�
UHOLJLRXV�WKLQJV"�'RQłW�ORYH�*RG�IRU�ZKDW�+H�FDQ�JLYH�\RX��ORYH�
+LP�MXVW�IRU�ZKR�+H�LV��/HW�WKH�KXPEOLQJ�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�*RVSHO�
VLQN�LQ��:HłUH�DOO�VLQQHUV��EXW�ZHłUH�VDYHG�E\�JUDFH�DQG�&KULVW�LV�
FDOOLQJ�\RX�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�D�ULFK�OLIH�RI�OLYLQJ�E\�JUDFH��GHSHQGLQJ�
RQ�+LP�LQ�SUD\HU�IRU�\RXU�QHHGV��(YDOXDWH�KRZ�\RX�WUHDW�RWKHUV�
DQG�LI�\RXłUH�FULWLFDO�RU�MXGJPHQWDO�DVN�*RG�IRU�WKH�JUDFH�WR�VKRZ�
RWKHUV� WKH� VDPH� FRPSDVVLRQ� DQG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKDW� &KULVW�
VKRZV�\RX�

$UH�\RX�OLNH�WKH�ZRPDQ�ZKR�ORRNV�WR�RWKHU�WKLQJV�OLNH�UHODWLRQ-
VKLSV�� RU� VXFFHVV�� RU� \RXU� ORRNV�� IRU� \RXU� VHQVH�RI� DFFHSWDQFH"�
7KHVH�DUHQłW�EDG� WKLQJV�E\� WKHPVHOYHV��%XW� LI�\RX� WUXO\�ZDQW�D�
WUDQVIRUPHG�OLIH��ORYH�-HVXV�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\WKLQJ�RU�DQ\RQH��DQG�
+LV� ORYH�ZLOO� IUHH� \RX� IURP� \RXU� HQVODYHPHQW� WR�ZKDW� \RXłYH�

PDGH�LQWR�\RXU�LGROV��&XOWLYDWH�D�OLIHVW\OH�RI�WLPH�VSHQW�LQ�VWXG\�
RI�WKH�ZRUG�DQG�SUD\HU�VR�\RX�FDQ�JURZ�LQ�\RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�
&KULVW�

,V� WKHUH�D� VLQ� WKDW� WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�KDV�EHHQ� WHOOLQJ�\RX�GR�GHDO�
ZLWK"�,I�VR��OLVWHQ�WR�+LP��&RQIHVV�LW�WR�*RG�DQG�LI�LW�DIIHFWV�RWKHUV��
FRQIHVV�LW�WR�WKHP�DQG�DVN�WKHP�IRU�IRUJLYHQHVV��5HSHQW��ZKLFK�
LV� OLWHUDOO\� FKDQJLQJ� \RXU�PLQG�� DQG� DVN�*RG� IRU� WKH�SRZHU� WR�
FRQWLQXDOO\�WXUQ�DZD\�IURP�WKDW�VLQ��+HłOO�PDNH�D�ZD\�IRU�\RX�WR�
HVFDSH�ZKHQ�\RXłUH�WHPSWHG�

3HUKDSV� \RXłUH� WHUULEO\� DVKDPHG�RI�KXUW� \RXłYH� FDXVHG�RWKHUV��
.QRZ�WKDW�WKHUHłV�JUHDW�KRSH�LQ�&KULVW��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�JXLOW\�\RX�
IHHO�� \RXłOO� QHYHU� EH�PRUH� ORYHG� DQG� DFFHSWHG� WKDQ� \RX� DUH� LQ�
&KULVW��%\�IDLWK��EHOLHYH�WKDW�\RXU�VLQV�ZHUH�IRUJLYHQ�DW�WKH�FURVV��
/LYH�RXW�\RXU�IDLWK�NQRZLQJ�\RX�DUH�IUHH�RI�FRQGHPQDWLRQ�

:LOOLDP�&RZSHU�ZDV�DQ���WK�FHQWXU\�(QJOLVK�SRHW�ZKR�ZURWH�
WKH�IROORZLQJ�

� 7R�VHH�WKH�/DZ�E\�&KULVW�IXOğOOHG

� $QG�KHDU�KLV�SDUGRQLQJ�YRLFH

� &KDQJHV�D�VODYH�LQWR�D�FKLOG

� $QG�GXW\�LQWR�FKRLFH

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


