
As I was preparing this week I spent one night writing in my home 
RIğFH��ZKLFK�ZDV�QRW�D�JRRG�LGHD�EHFDXVH�,�KDYH�D����PRQWK�
ROG�OLWWOH�ğUHFUDFNHU�QDPHG�-HUHPLDK�ZKR�MXVW�ORYHV�WR�SRXQG�RQ�
WKH�GRRU�DQG�VKRXW�Ń'DGG\�ń�RYHU�DQG�RYHU�XQWLO�,�FRPH�RXW�DQG�
SOD\�ZLWK�KLP��6RPHKRZ�KH�NQRZV�,łP�WKHUH�GHVSLWH�P\�EHVW�DW�
WHPSWV��+HłV�EHHQ�JURZLQJ�DW�VXFK�D�UHPDUNDEOH�UDWH�ODWHO\�WKDW�
,�ğQG�P\VHOI� WUHDWLQJ�KLP� OLNH�DQ�ROGHU�NLG�� IRU� LQVWDQFH� WU\LQJ�
WR�UHDVRQ�ZLWK�KLP�DW�GLQQHU�ZKHQ�KHłV� WKURZLQJ�IRRG�RQ�WKH�
ĠRRU��EXW�LQ�IDFW�KHłV�VWLOO�DQ�LQIDQW���+HłV�HUUDWLF�LQ�KLV�HPRWLRQV�
DQG�EHKDYLRU��+H�ORYHV�WR�VPLOH�DQG�UDQGRPO\�JLJJOHV��EXW�MXVW�DV�
TXLFN�KHłOO�JHW�XSVHW�DQG�FU\�EHFDXVH�KHłV�KXQJU\�RU�VOHHS\��,łYH�
UHDOL]HG�WKDW�WKH�JXLGLQJ�SULQFLSOH�RI�KLV�OLIH�LV�WKLV��LWłV�DOO�DERXW�
PH���+HłV�FRPSOHWHO\�VHOI�FHQWHUHG��IRFXVLQJ�RQO\�RQ�KLV�ZDQWV�
DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV��1RZ�WKDWłV�D�QRUPDO�SDUW�RI�LQIDQF\�DQG�WKDWłV�
RN��:KDWłV�WURXEOLQJ�LV�ZKHQ�D�EDE\�OLNH�-HUHPLDK�LVQłW�JURZLQJ�
DQG�GHYHORSLQJ�OLNH�LW�VKRXOG��LQ�ZKLFK�FDVH�ZH�QHHG�WR�GR�VRPH�
WKLQJ��OLNH�FDOO�WKH�GRFWRU�

,łYH� IRXQG� WKDW� LWłV� OLNH� WKDW� LQ�RXU� IDLWK�� 6RPHWKLQJłV�ZURQJ� LI�
ZHłUH�QRW�JURZLQJ��3K\VLFDO�JURZWK�KDSSHQV�QDWXUDOO\�EXW�VSLUL�
WXDO�JURZWK��JURZLQJ�LQ�IDLWK��ZHOO��WKDW�UHTXLUHV�ZH�ORRN�EH\RQG�
RXUVHOYHV�� EH\RQG� RXU� VHOI�FHQWHUHG� H[SHFWDWLRQV�� DQG� VWDUW� WR�
ORRN�PRUH�GHHSO\�DW�WKH�EHDXW\�DQG�JUDFH�RI�ZKDW�KDV�DOUHDG\�
EHHQ�GRQH�IRU�XV�E\�RXU�6DYLRU��:H�ZDQW�WR�JURZ�VSLULWXDOO\�OLNH�
WKDW�EXW�GRQłW�DOZD\V�NQRZ�KRZ��7KHUHłV�D�VWRU\�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�
-RKQ�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�ORRN�DW�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�XV�DQVZHU�
WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��+RZ�GR�ZH�JURZ�LQ�RXU�IDLWK"

2SHQ�\RXU�ELEOHV�WR�-RKQ�FKDSWHU����,WłV�EHHQ�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�VLQFH�
ZHłYH�VWXGLHG�-RKQ�VR�OHWłV�UHIUHVK�WKH�VWRU\OLQH��,W�ZDV�WKH�WLPH�
RI� WKH� 3DVVRYHU� )HVWLYDO�� ZKHQ� -HZV� FHOHEUDWHG� *RG� UHVFXLQJ�
WKH�QDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO�IURP�KXQGUHGV�RI�\HDUV�RI�VODYHU\�LQ�(J\SW��
-HVXV�WUDYHOV�WR�-HUXVDOHP�DQG�FOHDQV�RXW�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�SHRSOH�
WU\LQJ�WR�GR�EXVLQHVV�WKHUH��+H�VWD\V�D�ELW�WKHQ�OHDYHV�-HUXVDOHP�
WR� WUDYHO� EDFN� WR�*DOLOHH�� DERXW� ���PLOHV� WR� WKH�QRUWK��2Q� WKH�
ZD\�+H�WUDYHOV�WKURXJK�6DPDULD�DQG�HQFRXQWHUV�WKH�ZRPDQ�DW�
-DFREłV�ZHOO�DQG�QRZ�ZH�ğQG�+LP�UHVXPLQJ�+LV�MRXUQH\�EDFN�WR�
*DOLOHH��/HWłV�SLFN�XS�WKLV�VWRU\�LQ�YHUVH����

Our Expectations can Overshadow Jesus
After the two days he left for Galilee. (Now Jesus 

himself had pointed out that a prophet has no 

honor in his own country). When he arrived in 

Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had 

seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Festival, for they also had been there 

(John 4:43–45).

7KLV�VHHPV�OLNH�D�VLPSOH�SUHOXGH�WR�WKH�VWRU\�WKDW�IROORZV��EXW�LI�
\RX�ORRN�DW�WKHVH�YHUVHV�RQH�RI�WKHP�VHHPV�D�ELW�RGG��OLNH�LW�MXVW�
GRHVQłW�TXLWH�ğW�LQ�ZLWK�WKH�UHVW��,Q�YHUVH����WKH�DXWKRU�SRLQWV�RXW�
that “a prophet has no honor in his own country.” Interesting. 
1RZ��ZKDWłV�D�SURSKHW"�$�SURSKHW�LV�VRPHRQH�DSSRLQWHG�E\�*RG�
WR�VSHDN�WKH�WUXWK� LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW� LV�PHDQW�WR�UHYHDO�*RG��WR�UH�
YHDO�+LV�YHU\�ZLOO��$�SURSKHW�XVXDOO\�SRLQWV�RXW�RXU�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�
UHODWLRQ�WR�*RG�DV�ZHOO��ZKLFK�PRVW�RI�WKH�WLPH�LV�ZH�DUH�GHV�
SHUDWHO\�LQ�QHHG�RI�+LP��1RZ��LI�D�SURSKHW�KDV�QR�KRQRU�LQ�KLV�
RZQ�FRXQWU\�LW�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�KLV�KRPHWRZQ�KHDU�KLV�
ZRUGV�EXW�WUHDW�WKHP�DV�WULYLDO�DQG�LQFRQVHTXHQWLDO��5HPHPEHU�
+HłV�IURP�*DOLOHH��\HW�LQ�WKH�QH[W�YHUVH�LW�VD\V�ZKHQ�+H�DUULYHG�
LQ�*DOLOHH� WKH\�ZHOFRPHG�+LP��HYHQ� WKRXJK�D�SURSKHW�KDV�QR�
KRQRU�LQ�KLV�RZQ�FRXQWU\��+RZ�FDQ�WKDW�EH"�7KH�DQVZHU�LV�WKLV��
RXU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�-HVXV�FDQ�RYHUVKDGRZ�-HVXV�+LPVHOI��7KHVH�
*DOLOHDQV�H[SHFWHG�VRPHWKLQJ�DPD]LQJ�IURP�-HVXV��WKH\�UHPHP�
EHUHG�ZKDW�+H�GLG�DW�WKH�3DVVRYHU�)HVWLYDO�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��%DFN�LQ�
FKDSWHU���ZH�UHDG�

Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 

Festival, many people saw the signs he was per-

forming and believed in his name. But Jesus would 

not entrust himself to them, for he knew all people 

(verses 23–24).

7KH\�EHOLHYHG�LQ�-HVXV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�VLJQV�WKH\�VDZ�EXW�WKHLU�EH�
OLHI�ZDV�QR�GHHSHU��:KR�ZHUH�WKH\�H[SHFWLQJ"��$�ODUJHU�WKDQ�OLIH�
SHUVRQDOLW\� WR� DVWRXQG� WKHP� SHUKDSV��PD\EH� VRPHRQH� WKH\łG�
JHW�EHKLQG�EHFDXVH�+H�FRXOG�JLYH�WKHP�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQWHG"��7KH\�
FHUWDLQO\�GLGQłW�H[SHFW�D�VDYLRU�ZKR�ZRXOG�WDNH�DZD\�WKHLU�VLQV��
-HVXV�NQHZ�WKLV�DV�ZHOO�DQG�ZRXOG�QRW�HQWUXVW�RU�FRPPLW�KLPVHOI�
WR�WKDW�JURXS�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�GLVEHOLHI�LQ�+LP�DV�WKH�0HVVLDK��
6R�\RX�VHH� WKH� LURQ\� LQ� WKHVH�*DOLOHDQV�ZHOFRPLQJ� -HVXV�� WKHLU�
H[SHFWDWLRQV�RYHUVKDGRZHG�-HVXV�+LPVHOI�

,I� \RX� HYHU� YLVLW� RXU� KRPH� \RXłOO� LPPHGLDWHO\� QRWLFH� WKDW� LWłV�
EHLQJ�UHPRGHOHG��PRVWO\�E\�\RXUV�WUXO\��7KDWłV�D�JRRG�DQG�EDG�
WKLQJ��*RRG�EHFDXVH�,�JHW�WR�SXOO�RXW�P\�YHU\�LPSUHVVLYH�FROOHF�
WLRQ�RI�FRQWUDFWRU�JUDGH�SRZHU�WRROV�WKDW�DQ\�FRQWUDFWRU�KDV�DQG�
XVH�WKHP��%DG�WKLQJ�LV��,łP�D�SDVWRU��QRW�D�FRQWUDFWRU��,łYH�VSHQW�
WLPH� LQ� RXU� NLWFKHQ� DQG� EDWKURRPV� PDNLQJ� WKRVH� DUHDV� ORRN�
PRUH�YLVXDOO\�DSSHDOLQJŌQHZ�SDLQW��QHZ�WULP��QHZ�ğ[WXUHV��%XW�
WKHUHłV�RQH�SDUW� ,� WU\�WR�DYRLG�ZRUNLQJ� LQ�DQG�WKDWłV�WKH�FUDZO�
VSDFH�XQGHU�RXU�KRXVH��,WłV�D�IHZ�IHHW�RI�VSDFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�HDUWK�
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DQG�WKH�ĠRRU� MRLVWV� ,�ZRXOG�GHVFULEH�DV�D�GDUN��FROG�FDYH��%XW� ,�
KDYH�WR�ZRUN�WKHUH�RQFH�LQ�D�ZKLOH�WR�UXQ�FULWLFDO�SOXPELQJ�DQG�
HOHFWULFDO�OLQHV��RWKHUZLVH�ZH�FDQłW�XVH�WKH�SDUW�RI�RXU�KRPH�,łP�
working on.

1RZ�� LI�P\�UHPRGHO�SURMHFW� LV�D�SLFWXUH�RI�KRZ�ZH�JURZ�VSLUL�
WXDOO\�� WKHQ� OLNH� WKH�*DOLOHDQV�ZKHQ�ZH�ZHOFRPH�-HVXV�ZH�FDQ�
KDYH�RXU�RZQ�H[SHFWDWLRQV�IRU�+LP��:H�ZDQW�+LP�WR�JHW�WR�ZRUN�
DQG�VWD\�ZRUNLQJ�DW�PDNLQJ�RXU�OLYHV�PRUH�DSSHDOLQJ�DQG�HQMR\�
DEOH��GRQłW�ZH"�,I�ZH�KRQHVWO\�ORRN�DW�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�RXU�SUD\HUV�
ZHłUH�XVXDOO\�DVNLQJ�+LP�IRU�D�QLFH�OLIH��JLYH�PH�P\�GUHDP�MRE��
WDNH�DZD\�P\�VWUHVV��NHHS�PH�KHDOWK\�DQG�IUHH�IURP�KDUP��7KHVH�
DUHQłW�EDG�UHTXHVWV��EXW�-HVXV�GRHVQłW�MXVW�ZDQW�WR�GR�FRVPHWLF�
LPSURYHPHQWV�WR�XV��+H�ZDQWV�WR�WUDQVIRUP�XV�IURP�WKH�LQVLGH�
RXW�� +H�ZDQWV� XV� WR� JURZ�ZKLFK� UHTXLUHV� D� GHHSHU�ZRUN��:H�
GRQłW�ZDQW� WR� VKRZ�+LP�RXU� FUDZOVSDFH�� WKH� EURNHQ�� KXUWLQJ��
HYHQ�VLQIXO�SODFHV�EHQHDWK�RXU�VXUIDFH��%XW�+H�ZDQWV�WR�VKLQH�D�
OLJKW�WKHUH�DQG�VD\��Ń6HH�WKDW"�7KDWłV�SDUW�RI�ZKR�\RX�DUH�WRR��\RX�
ZRQłW�UHDOO\�JURZ�XQWLO�\RX�EHJLQ�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKDW��<RXłOO�QHHG�
P\�JUDFH� WKRXJK��DQG� ,łOO� JLYH�\RX�DOO� \RX�QHHG�EHFDXVH� ,� ORYH�
\RX�ń�:HOFRPLQJ�-HVXV�OLNH�WKDW�LV�KXPEOLQJ��EXW�LWłV�HVVHQWLDO�LI�
ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�JURZ��:KDW�DUH�WKH�KLGGHQ�DUHDV�RI�\RXU�OLIH�WKDW�
\RX�QHHG�WR�ZHOFRPH�-HVXV�LQWR"�:H�JURZ�LQ�RXU�IDLWK�ZKHQ�RXU�
H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�-HVXV�GR�QRW�RYHUVKDGRZ�-HVXV�+LPVHOI�

)DLWK�LV�5HğQHG�7KURXJK�6XIIHULQJ
Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where 

he had turned the water into wine. And there 

ZDV� D� FHUWDLQ� UR\DO� RIğFLDO�ZKRVH� VRQ� OD\� VLFN� DW�
Capernaum. When this man heard that Jesus had 

arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and 

begged him to come and heal his son, who was 

close to death. “Unless you people see signs and 

wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.”  

7KH�UR\DO�RIğFLDO�VDLG��Ń6LU��FRPH�GRZQ�EHIRUH�P\�
child dies” (verses 46–49).

-HVXV� DUULYHV� LQ� &DQD� ZKHUH� +H� WXUQHG� ZDWHU� LQWR� ZLQH� DW� D�
ZHGGLQJ�DQG�VRPHRQH�FRPHV�WR�+LP�ZKR�ZH�QHHG�WR�SD\�DW�
WHQWLRQ� WR�� +HłV� D� ŃUR\DO� RIğFLDO�ń�PHDQLQJ� KH�ZDV� SUREDEO\� D�
-HZLVK�RIğFHU�XQGHU�.LQJ�+HURG�ZKR�UXOHG�*DOLOHH�DW�WKH�WLPH��
7KLV�JX\�ZDV�DFFRPSOLVKHG��ZHDOWK\��DQG�H[HUFLVHG�SRZHU�DQG�
LQĠXHQFH�RYHU�RWKHUV��+H�KDG�QR�QHHGV�WKDW�KH�FRXOGQłW�WDNH�FDUH�
RI�KLPVHOI��H[FHSW�RQH��+H� OHIW�KLV�ZRUN�DQG�KLV� IDPLO\�EHKLQG�
LQ� &DSHUQDXP�� DERXW� ���PLOHV� DZD\�� EHFDXVH� VRPHWKLQJ�ZDV�
EUHDNLQJ� KLV� KHDUW� DQG� JLYLQJ� KLP� WUHPHQGRXV� JULHIŌKLV� VRQ�
ZDV�G\LQJ��(YHQ�WKRXJK�KH�KDG�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�ğQHVW�PHGLFDO�WHFK�
QRORJ\�KH�ZDV�DERXW�WR�ORVH�KLV�FKLOG�

6XFFHVV�DQG�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�LQ�OLIH�GRHV�QRW�SUHYHQW�XV�RU�RXU�
IDPLO\��IURP�VXIIHULQJ��1R�PDWWHU�ZKR�ZH�DUH��HDFK�RI�XV�ZLOO�H[�
SHULHQFH�JUHDW�WUDJHGLHV�LQ�OLIH��,WłV�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�OLYLQJ�LQ�D�ZRUOG�
IXOO�RI�VLQ��-RE�����LV�D�PHPRUDEOH�YHUVH��LW�VD\V� “man is born to 
WURXEOH�DV�VXUHO\�DV�VSDUNV�Ġ\�XSZDUG�ń�1R�RQH�LV�H[HPSW�IURP�
KXUW�DQG�SDLQ��DQG�WKDWłV�FHUWDLQO\�WUXH�WKH�ORQJHU�\RX�OLYH��LVQłW�

LW"��,I�VRPHWKLQJ�EDG�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�\RXłUH�\RXQJ��LWłV�WUDJLF��%XW�
LI�\RX�OLYH�WR�\RXU���V���\RX�FDQłW�KHOS�EXW�H[SHULHQFH�VRUURZ�

,� WKLQN� ZH� $PHULFDQV� VWUXJJOH� ZLWK� VXIIHULQJ� PRUH� WKDQ� DQ\�
RWKHU�FXOWXUH��:HłUH�DOOHUJLF�WR�SDLQ��)RU�RWKHU�VRFLHWLHV�LWłV�SDUW�
RI�OLIH�EXW�ZH�WKLQN��Ń+RZ�FDQ�,�EH�VXIIHULQJ"�,�GRQłW�GHVHUYH�WKLV��
LW�PXVW�EH�VRPHRQH�HOVHłV�IDXOW�ń�:H�QHHG�WR�NHHS�LQ�PLQG�-HVXV�
OHG�D�SHUIHFW�OLIH�DQG�VWLOO�VXIIHUHG��ZK\�VKRXOG�ZH�H[SHFW�DQ\�GLI�
IHUHQW"��6DLQW�$XJXVWLQH�VDLG��Ń*RG�KDG�RQH�VRQ�RQ�HDUWK�ZLWKRXW�
VLQ��EXW�QHYHU�RQH�ZLWKRXW�VXIIHULQJ�ń

,łYH�QRWLFHG�WKDW�ZKHQ�WUDJHG\�KLWV� LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV� LW�VHHPV�OLNH�
KDOI�RI�RXU�VXIIHULQJ�LV�WKH�VKRFN�WKDW�ZHłUH�HYHQ�VXIIHULQJ�DW�DOO���
2QFH�ZH�DFFHSW�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�SDLQ�LV�D�UHDOLW\��ZH�KDYH�WR�DFFHSW�
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�D�6DYLRU��QRW�RQO\�WR�VDYH�XV�IURP�XOWLPDWH�
VXIIHULQJ�EXW�WR�JLYH�XV�WKH�JUDFH�ZH�QHHG�WR�JURZ�WKURXJK�RXU�
ğHU\�WULDOV�

+RZ�GRHV�RXU� IDLWK�JURZ"� � ,W�JURZV�ZKHQ� LWłV� UHğQHG� WKURXJK�
VXIIHULQJ�� )DLWK� LVQłW� WHVWHG� DQG� VWUHQJWKHQHG�ZKHQ� WKLQJV� JR�
ZHOO��EXW�WKURXJK�JXW�ZUHQFKLQJ�VWUXJJOHV��0D\EH�\RXłYH�EHHQ�
OHW�JR�IURP�ZRUN��RU�WKH�GRFWRU�JDYH�\RX�D�VHULRXV�GLDJQRVLV��)RU�
VRPH�RI�\RX��\RXU�FKLOG�LV�KXUWLQJ��RWKHUV�DUH�ZRUULHG�DERXW�WKHLU�
PDUULDJH��7KHVH�DUH�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�KHOS�GULYH�XV�WR�RXU�6DYLRU�
IRU�JUDFH�

,� WKLQN� WKH� RIğFLDO� NQHZ� WKLV��:LWK� WKH� RWKHUV�� WKHLU� ŃIDLWKń� LQ�
-HVXV�ZDV�ZHDN�� LW�ZDV� EDVHG�RQ� WKH� VKDOORZ�H[SHFWDWLRQ� WKDW�
+HłG�SHUIRUP�VLJQV�DQG�PLUDFOHV��%XW�WKHUHłV�VRPHWKLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�
DERXW�WKH�RIğFLDO��+H�JLYHV�D�JOLPSVH�LQWR�ZKDW�JHQXLQH�IDLWK�LV�
DQG�KRZ�LW�JURZV��+H�KHDUG�DERXW�WKH�PLUDFOH�RI�WXUQLQJ�ZDWHU�
WR�ZLQH�VR�KH�FRPHV�EHFDXVH�-HVXV�LV�KLV�RQO\�KRSH��+HłV�VR�GHV�
SHUDWH�WKDW�KH�OHIW�KRPH�NQRZLQJ�KH�FRXOG�SRVVLEO\�PLVV�WKH�ğQDO�
PRPHQWV�RI�KLV�VRQłV�OLIH��,Q�YHUVH����KHłV�EHJJLQJ�-HVXV��KHłV�D�
IDWKHU�ZKRłG�JLYH�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�VDYH�KLV�VRQ��+HłV�GRHVQłW�KDYH�WR�
DGPLW�KLV�ZHDNQHVV�DQG�YXOQHUDELOLW\��LWłV�REYLRXV��6XIIHULQJ�ZLOO�
GR�WKDW��6XIIHULQJ�FDXVHV�XV�WR�EULQJ�RXU�GHHSHVW�QHHGV�WR�-HVXV��
$QG�-HVXV�XQLTXHO\�XQGHUVWDQGV�XV��,VDLDK������VD\V�WKDW�-HVXV�LV�
ŃD�PDQ�RI�VXIIHULQJ�DQG�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�SDLQ�ń�:KDWHYHU�\RXłUH�
JRLQJ�WKURXJK�+H�XQGHUVWDQGV�EHFDXVH�+HłV�EHHQ�WKHUH��

$IWHU�WKH�RIğFLDO�SOHDGV�ZLWK�+LP�-HVXV�VD\V�VRPHWKLQJ�YHU\�XQ�
-HVXV�OLNH�LQ�YHUVH������Ń8QOHVV�\RX�SHRSOH�VHH�VLJQV�DQG�ZRQGHUV�
you will never believe.”�+HłV�SUHWW\�ğUP�LQ�+LV�LQGLFWPHQW��:K\"�
+H�NQRZV�ZKDWłV�DW�VWDNH��+H�NQRZV�ZHłUH�RIWHQ�QRW�LQWHUHVWHG�
LQ�VLPSO\�WUXVWLQJ�LQ�+LP�DQG�ORYLQJ�+LP��ZKDW�ZH�UHDOO\�ZDQW�
LV�IRU�-HVXV�WR�GR�WKLQJV�IRU�us��,WłV�DOO�DERXW�XV��:H�FDQ�EDUJDLQ�
ZLWK�+LP�DQG�VD\�WKLQJV�OLNH��Ń/RUG��,łOO�WUXVW�\RX�LI�\RX�EULQJ�WKH�
ULJKW�SHUVRQ�LQWR�P\�OLIH��/RUG��,łOO�REH\�\RX�LI�\RX�JHW�PH�RXW�RI�
WKLV� VLWXDWLRQ�� LI� \RX�FKDQJH� WKDW�SHUVRQłV�PLQG��/RUG�� ,łOO� WUXVW�
\RX�LIĽ�LIĽ�LIĽń���7KRVH�DUH�QRW�EDG�UHTXHVWV��DQG�WKH�/RUG�GRHV�
JUDFLRXVO\�DQVZHU�WKHP��%XW� LI�RXU�IDLWK�UHVWV�SULPDULO\�RQ�RXU�
ZDQWV�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�JHWWLQJ� IXOğOOHG�� WKHQ�RXU� IDLWK�ZLOO�EH�
IUDJLOH�DQG�VORZ�WR�JURZ�EHFDXVH�LW�GRHVQłW�UHVW�RQ�-HVXV�+LPVHOI��



LW�UHVWV�RQ�RXU�DJHQGDV��7KHUHłOO�EH�WLPHV�ZKHQ�*RG�LQ�+LV�VRYHU�
HLJQW\�ZLOO�VD\�QR�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�YHU\�GHDU�WR�XV�DQG�LI�RXU�KRSH�LV�
EXLOW�RQ�DQ\WKLQJ�RWKHU�WKDQ�&KULVW�ZHłOO�GHVSDLU��

,�ORYH�WKH�UHVSRQVH�RI�WKH�RIğFLDO��+H�GRHVQłW�DUJXH�RU�JHW�DQJU\�
DQG�OHDYH��,�FDQ�VHH�KLP�SDXVH�DQG�IURP�WKH�GHHSHVW�SDUW�RI�KLV�
KHDUW�VD\��Ń6LU��FRPH�GRZQ�EHIRUH�P\�VRQ�GLHV�ń�+HłV�DW�KLV�ORZHVW�
SRLQW� DQG�KH�SRXUV�KLV� KHDUW� RXW�� 6XIIHULQJ� LV� WKH�SDWKZD\� WR�
KRQHVW�SUD\HU��,WłV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�ZD\��EXW�D�GHHS�ORQJLQJ�IRU�JUDFH�
JHWV� H[SUHVVHG� ZKHQ� ZHłUH� KRQHVW� DERXW� RXU� SDLQ�� 2XU� IDLWK�
JURZV�ZKHQ�LWłV�UHğQHG�WKURXJK�VXIIHULQJ��

7UXVW�-HVXV�IRU�:KR�+H�,V
“Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.” The man 

took Jesus at his word and departed. While he 

was still on the way, his servants met him with the 

news that his boy was living. When he inquired 

as to the time when his son got better, they said 

to him, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the 

fever left him.” Then the father realized that this 

was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, 

Ń<RXU�VRQ�ZLOO�OLYH�ń�6R�KH�DQG�KLV�ZKROH�KRXVHKROG�
believed. This was the second sign Jesus performed 

after coming from Judea to Galilee (verses 50–54).

7KHVH� ğUVW� YHUVHV� DUH� SLYRWDO�� 5HPHPEHU� WKH� RIğFLDO� ZDQWHG�
-HVXV� WR� JR� WRXFK� WKH� ER\� RU� OD\� KDQGV� RQ� KLP�� ,QVWHDG� -HVXV�
VLPSO\� VD\V�� “Go, your son will live.”� 5HPDUNDEO\�� WKH� RIğFLDO�
OHDYHV��WUXVWLQJ�-HVXV�ZLWKRXW�D�VLJQ��,W�ZDV�HQRXJK�WKDW�KH�KDG�
IDLWK�VLPSO\�LQ�-HVXVł�ZRUG��/DWHU�RQ�LQ�FKDSWHU����-HVXV�ZLOO�VD\��
Ń%OHVVHG� DUH� WKRVH� ZKR� KDYH� QRW� VHHQ� DQG� \HW� KDYH� EHOLHYHG�ń��
*HQXLQH�IDLWK�PHDQV�ZH�DOORZ�WKH�/RUG�WR�ZRUN�LQ�ZKDWHYHU�ZD\�
+H�VHHV�ğW��HYHQ�LI�+H�GRHVQłW� OLQH�XS�ZLWK�RXU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�� ,W�
PHDQV�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�-HVXV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�MR\IXOO\�REH\LQJ�ZKDW�+H�
FRPPDQGV�XV�WR�GR�HYHQ�ZKHQ�ZH�GRQłW�KDYH�D�VLJQ�WR�JR�RQ��
DQG�HYHQ�ZKHQ�ZH�FDQłW�VHH�ZKDW�WKH�HQG�UHVXOWV�DUH�

$V�WKH�RIğFLDO�MRXUQH\V�KRPH�ZH�VHH�WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�ZH�KDYH�WR�
ZDLW�WR�VHH�WKH�DQVZHU�WR�SUD\HU��PD\EH�HYHQ�XQWLO�DIWHU�WKLV�OLIH�
IRU�*RG�WR�IXOO\�KHDO�RXU�SDLQ��,�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�ZDV�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�
KLV�PLQG�RQ�WKH�MRXUQH\�KRPH"�,W�VHHPV�OLNH�KH�WRRN�KLV�WLPH��LW�
WRRN�KLP�PRUH�WKDQ�D�GD\�WR�JHW�KRPH�ZKHQ�WKH�WULS�ZDV�RQO\�
IRXU�KRXUV�E\�KRUVH��ZKLFK�KH�SUREDEO\�KDG��,�WKLQN�KH�ZDV�WR�
WDOO\�UHOLHYHG�DQG�DVVXUHG�RI�KLV�VRQłV�KHDOWK��+HEUHZV�����bVD\V��
Ń1RZ� IDLWK� LV� FRQğGHQFH� LQ� ZKDW� ZH� KRSH� IRU� DQG� DVVXUDQFH�
DERXW�ZKDW�ZH�GR�QRW�VHH�ń�+H�ZDV�DVVXUHG�RI�ZKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�
VHH�DQG�FRQğGHQW�LQ�ZKDW�KH�KRSHG�IRU�

,�FDQłW�LPDJLQH�WKH�MR\�ZKHQ�KH�JRW�KRPH��OLIWLQJ�WKH�ER\�LQ�WKH�
DLU�DQG�HPEUDFLQJ�KLP��%XW�WKH�KHDOLQJ�ZDV�QRW�WKH�JUHDWHVW�PLU�
DFOH�RI�WKLV�QDUUDWLYH��7KDWłV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�WR�WKH�ODVW�YHUVH��“So he 
DQG�KLV�ZKROH�KRXVHKROG�EHOLHYHG�ń�6XUH��SK\VLFDO�KHDOLQJ�LV�ZRQ�
GHUIXO��EXW�LWłV�WHPSRUDU\��1RQH�RI�XV�ZLOO�OLYH�IRUHYHU��0RUH�LP�
SRUWDQWO\��KLV�ZKROH�KRXVHKROGŌIDPLO\�DQG�VHUYDQWVŌDUH�QRZ�
VSLULWXDOO\�KHDOHG�WKURXJK�IDLWK�DQG�ZLOO�OLYH�LQ�HWHUQLW\��*RG�FDQ�

UHVFXH�\RX�IURP�GHDWK��EXW�+H�ZLOO�DOZD\V�UHVFXH�\RX�WKURXJK�
GHDWK��%\�IDLWK��ZKHQ�\RX�GLH�\RXłOO�ZDNH�XS�LQ�WKH�DUPV�RI�-HVXV�
DQG�\RXłOO�KDYH�XOWLPDWH�OLEHUDWLRQ�DQG�MR\��+RZ�FRPIRUWLQJ�

7KH�DXWKRU�FRQFOXGHV�E\�VD\LQJ�WKLV�LV�WKH�VHFRQG�VLJQ�-HVXV�SHU�
IRUPHG�LQ�*DOLOHH��,WłV�QRW�XQWLO�FKDSWHU�����YHUVH�����WKDW�ZH�ğQG�
RXW�ZK\�KH�UHFRUGHG�DOO�WKHVH�HYHQWV�DQG�PLUDFOHV�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�
-RKQ��+H�VD\V��“these are written that you may believe that Jesus 
LV�WKH�0HVVLDK��WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG��DQG�WKDW�E\�EHOLHYLQJ�\RX�PD\�
have life in his name.”

5HPHPEHU� RXU� RULJLQDO� TXHVWLRQ�� KRZ� GRHV� RXU� IDLWK� JURZ"�
7RGD\łV�VWRU\�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�RXU�IDLWK�JURZV�ZKHQ�ZH�WUXVW�-HVXV�
IRU�ZKR�+H�LV��QRW�IRU�ZKDW�+H�FDQ�GR�IRU�XV�

:H�GRQłW�UHVW�RXU�IDLWK�RQ�RXU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RU�RQ�VLJQV�WKHP�
VHOYHV��OLNH�WKH�*DOLOHDQV��EXW�RQ�WKH�6DYLRU�ZKRP�WKH�VLJQV�DUH�
SRLQWLQJ�WR��7RGD\�ZH�KDYH�DQ�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�VLJQŌWKH�FURVV���2Q�
WKH� FURVV� WKH� ELEOH� VD\V� WKDW� +H� ŃWRRN� XS� RXU� LQğUPLWLHV� DQG�
FDUULHG�RXU�VRUURZV�ń��,VD��������PHDQLQJ�+H�WRRN�RXU�VSLULWXDO�
VLFNQHVV��RXU�VLQ�DQG�VXIIHULQJ�DQG�+H�GLHG�IRU�LW��-HVXV�IXOğOOHG�
*RGłV�UHTXLUHPHQW�IRU�VLQ��*RG�KDV�DQ�XQ\LHOGLQJ�LQVLVWHQFH�WKDW�
VLQ�DQG�HYLO�EH�SXQLVKHG��6R�-HVXV�ŃWRRN�RXU�LQğUPLWLHVń�DQG�JDYH�
XV�+LV�LQQRFHQFH�DQG�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�LQ�UHWXUQ��$QG�+H�WUDPSOHG�
GHDWK�ZKHQ�+H�URVH�WKUHH�GD\V�ODWHU��7KDWłV�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�

$QG�LI�WKHUHłV�DQ\RQH�ZHłG�FRPSDUH�RXUVHOYHV�WR�LQ�WKLV�QDUUDWLYH�
LWłV�WKH�RIğFLDO��FRPLQJ�WR�-HVXV�LQ�IDLWK��EHDULQJ�RXU�QHHGV��%XW�
ZHłUH�D� ORW� OLNH�KLV� VRQ��DUHQłW�ZH��KHOSOHVV�ZLWKRXW�JUDFH��*RG�
WKH�)DWKHU�ZDWFKHG�+LV�RZQ�6RQ�GLH�VR�ZH�WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�OLYH�DQG�
EHFRPH�VRQV�DQG�GDXJKWHUV�RI�+LV�E\�IDLWK�

7KH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�RXU�VSLULWXDO�JURZWK�DUH�SURIRXQG��)LUVW��ZH�
QHHG�WR�H[DPLQH�WKH�YHU\�PRWLYDWLRQ�RI�RXU�KHDUWV��'R�ZH�VHUYH�
*RG�MXVW�EHFDXVH�+HłV�ZRUWK�LW"��'R�ZH�WUXVW�+LP�DQG�ORYH�+LP�
MXVW�IRU�+LPVHOI"�1RZKHUH�LQ�WKH�ELEOH�GRHV�LW�VD\�IDLWK�LQ�+LP�
JXDUDQWHHV�XV� DQ�HDV\��SDLQ�IUHH� OLIH�� ,I�ZH�PDNH� WKDW�RXU� LGRO�
ZHłOO�XVH�-HVXV�DV�D�PHDQV�WR�JHW� LW��/LNH�WKH�RIğFLDO�� WUXVW�*RG�
VLPSO\�IRU�ZKR�+H�LV�DQG�OHW�\RXU�IDLWK�EH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�LQ�\RXU�
DFWLRQV�

1H[W��ZH�ZDQW�WR�DYRLG�SDLQ��EXW�ZH�GRQłW�UHDOL]H�WKDW�LW�FDQ�EH�
D� JLIW� LI� LWłV� WKH�PHDQV� WKURXJK�ZKLFK�RXU� IDLWK� LV� UHğQHG� DQG�
VWUHQJWKHQHG�� :LWKRXW� +LV� VRQ� JHWWLQJ� VLFN�� WKH� RIğFLDO� PD\�
QHYHU�KDYH� DSSURDFKHG� -HVXV��$GGUHVVLQJ�RXU�KXUW� UHTXLUHV�XV�
WR� VORZ�GRZQ�DQG� UHĠHFW��:H�KDYH� WR� DGPLW� WKDW� VRPHWKLQJłV�
ZURQJ��DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�\RXłYH�EHHQ�KXUW��WKDW�\RXłUH�JULHYLQJ�
RYHU� WKH� ORVV�RI�VRPHRQH��RU� WKDW�\RXU�ELJJHVW�GUHDP�ZDV� MXVW�
VKDWWHUHG��1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW��*RG�ZDQWV�\RX�WR�EULQJ�WKRVH�KXUWV�
WR�+LP��,łYH�IRXQG�LQ�OLIH�WKDW�LWłV�QRW�VR�PXFK�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�RXU�
VWUXJJOHV� WDNHQ� DZD\� DV�PXFK� DV�ZH� QHHG�*RGłV� JUDFH� WR� JHW�
WKURXJK�WKHP��:LOO�\RX�WDNH�VRPH�WLPH�WKLV�ZHHN�WR�VORZ�GRZQ�
DQG�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKH�DUHDV�\RXłUH�KXUWLQJ�LQ�DQG�DVN�*RG�IRU�WKH�
JUDFH�\RXłOO�QHHG"�6RPHRQH�DVNHG�&�6��/HZLV�RQFH��Ń:K\�GR�WKH�
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ULJKWHRXV�VXIIHU"ń�Ń:K\�QRW"ń�KH�UHSOLHG��Ń7KH\łUH�WKH�RQO\�RQHV�
ZKR�FDQ�WDNH�LW�ń

,�DOVR�WKLQN�WKLV�QDUUDWLYH�VSHDNV�WR�IDWKHUV�DQG�WR�WKHLU�LQĠXHQFH�
RQ�WKH�IDPLO\��,I�\RXłUH�D�IDWKHU��\RX�KDYH�D�VLJQLğFDQW�VSLULWXDO�
LQĠXHQFH�RQ�\RXU�ZLIH�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��+RZ�GLG�WKH�RIğFLDOłV�KRXVH�
KROG�EHOLHYH�XQOHVV�KH�WROG�WKHP�DERXW�UHDO�IDLWK"��7DNH�WLPH�WR�
SUD\�IRU�DQG�SUD\�ZLWK�\RXU�ZLIH�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��'R�ZKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�
\RX�JURZ�\RXUVHOI�� WDNLQJ� WLPH� WR� VWXG\� WR�JR�GHHSHU� LQWR� WKH�
JRVSHO�PHVVDJH� VR�\RX�FDQ� VKDUH�\RXU�QHZ� LQVLJKWV� DERXW� WKH�
/RUG�ZLWK�\RXU�IDPLO\�DQG�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKHLU�IDLWK�

<RXłYH�KHDUG�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ��ŃVHHLQJ�LV�EHOLHYLQJ�ń�EXW�ZLWK�IDLWK�
LWłV�UHDOO\�WKH�RWKHU�ZD\�DURXQG��7KDWłV�ZK\�WKLV�VHUPRQ�LV�WLWOHG�
%HOLHYLQJ�LV�6HHLQJ��0D\�ZH�EH�SHRSOH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LQ�-HVXV�
ZH�KDYH�DOO�WKH�JUDFH�ZH�QHHG�WR�JURZ�LQ�RXU�IDLWK�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


