
Today we continue our series in the Gospel of John we’ve en-
WLWOHG��Ń&RPH�DQG�6HH�ń�/DVW�ZHHN�ZH�ORRNHG�DW�WKH�ğUVW�PLUDFOH�
Jesus performed—turning water into wine. I pointed out that 
Jesus loved being around people and celebrating with them. He 
wasn’t a party pooper! The miracle taught us that Jesus pro-
YLGHV�IRU�KLV�SHRSOHłV�QHHGV�DQG�ZDQWV�WR�ğOO�XV�ZLWK�MR\��:H�DOVR�
began to see how his ministry is replacing the religious duties of 
-XGDLVP��+H�LV�1HZ�:LQH��0\�KRSH�DQG�SUD\HU�ZDV�IRU�*RG�WR�ğOO�
\RX�ZLWK�PRUH�RI�KLV�SUHVHQFH�DQG�MR\�WKLV�SDVW�ZHHN��,�KRSH�\RX�
SUD\HG�IRU�WKDW�DQG�,�WUXVW�KH�ğOOHG�\RX�ZLWK�MR\��

Today we are going to see a completely different side of Jesus. 
This is a passage that will make us a little uncomfortable. I like 
WDONLQJ�DERXW�-HVXV�ODXJKLQJ�DW�D�SDUW\�DQG�ğOOLQJ�XV�ZLWK�MR\��,WłV�
PXFK�PRUH�GLIğFXOW�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�D�*RG�ZKR�VHHPV�WR�Ġ\�RII�WKH�
KDQGOH��:KDW�PDNHV�-HVXV�DQJU\"�+DYH�\RX�HYHU�WKRXJKW�DERXW�
WKDW"�,WłV�RQH�WKLQJ�WR�WDON�DERXW�*RGłV�ORYH��TXLWH�DQRWKHU�WR�WDON�
DERXW� KLV� DQJHU��0D\EH� \RX� DUH� XQFRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK� WKH� LGHD�
that Jesus got angry. One thing is for sure, you can’t put Jesus in 
a nice little box and wrap a bow around him. Sometimes he has 
some hard things to say to us. Sometimes he does things that we 
don’t understand. Last week he had a bottle of wine in his hand; 
WRGD\�KHłV�KROGLQJ�D�ZKLS��-HVXV�LV�QRW�MXVW�D�*RG�ZKR�HQMR\V�D�
good party, he is also One that loves the church enough to clean 
out what’s wrong.

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts 
he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, 
and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So 
he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the 
temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered 
the coins of the money changers and overturned 
their tables. To those who sold doves he said, “Get 
these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house 
into a market!” His disciples remembered that it 
is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can 
you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I 
will raise it again in three days.”

They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build 
this temple, and you are going to raise it in three 
days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples recalled what he had said. Then they be-
lieved the scripture and the words that Jesus had 
spoken.

Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 
Festival, many people saw the signs he was per-
forming and believed in his name. But Jesus would 
not entrust himself to them, for he knew all people. 
He did not need any testimony about mankind, for 
he knew what was in each person (John 2:13–25).

Jesus Clears the Temple
Like the miracle of turning water into wine, if you have been a 
Christian for any amount of time, this should be a familiar pas-
sage. But if you’re not a Christian or a new one, it’s easier to read 
RYHU�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�ZKDWłV�KDSSHQLQJ��:KDW�,�QHHG�WR�GR�ğUVW�
is explain two ancient images in these verses that will help us un-
derstand what’s going on here. John’s audience knew very well 
WKH�VLJQLğFDQFH�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�3DVVRYHU�DQG�WKH�7HPSOH��EXW�PDQ\�
RI�XV�GR�QRW��/HWłV�ORRN�ğUVW�DW�WKH�3DVVRYHU�

The Passover
John, the writer of this Gospel, tells us Jesus went up to 
-HUXVDOHP� IRU� WKH� -HZLVK� 3DVVRYHU�� 7KH� 3DVVRYHU� ZDV� RQH� RI�
three big festivals for the Jewish nation. Every male Jew, from 
WKH�DJH�RI�WZHOYH�DQG�XS��ZDV�H[SHFWHG�WR�DWWHQG�WKH�3DVVRYHU�LQ�
-HUXVDOHP�HYHU\�\HDU��3DVVRYHU�UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�VDFULğFH�RI�D�ODPE�
in Egypt when the people of God were slaves. They would smear 
the blood of the lamb on their doorposts as a signal to God that 
he should “pass over” their houses when he destroyed all the 
ğUVWERUQ�RI�(J\SW��3DVVRYHU�FHOHEUDWHV�WKH�QLJKW�ZKHQ�,VUDHO�OHIW�
(J\SW�TXLFNO\�DQG�ZDV�IUHHG�IURP�WKHLU�RSSUHVVLYH�UXOH��<RX�FDQ�
read about this in Exodus. 

I want you to imagine for a moment what it must have been 
like for your people, your family, generation after generation, to 
be enslaved by a foreign empire for hundreds of years. Finally 
God hears your nations’ cries and a million people are lead by 
WKH�PLJKW\�KDQG�RI�*RG��ZLWK�WKH�SURSKHW�0RVHV��WR�D�QHZ�ODQG�
ĠRZLQJ�ZLWK�PLON�DQG�KRQH\��7KDW�LV�D�UHDVRQ�WR�FHOHEUDWH�DQG�
to remind your children’s children of the power and goodness 
RI�*RG�� 3DVVRYHU�ZDV� FHOHEUDWHG�ZLWK�D� V\PEROLF�PHDO� DV�ZHOO�
as many other activities during the week. During Jesus’ time, 
large numbers of people would gather in Jerusalem to observe 
WKH� DQQXDO� 3DVVRYHU�� -HUXVDOHP� ZDV� D� FLW\� RI� URXJKO\� �������
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LQKDELWDQWV��'XULQJ�3DVVRYHU�LW�ZRXOG�VZHOO�WR���������SHRSOH��
6R�WKDWłV�WKH�3DVVRYHU��/HWłV�IRFXV�QH[W�RQ�WKH�7HPSOH�

The Temple
,� FDQłW� HPSKDVL]H� HQRXJK� WKH� VLJQLğFDQFH� DQG� LPSRUWDQFH� RI�
the Temple for the followers of God. The Temple was a sacred 
and holy place because they believed the very presence of God 
dwelt inside the holy of holies. The Temple was the location 
where heaven and earth intersected. Over Israel’s history, there 
have been three temples: Solomon’s, Zerubbabel’s and the one 
-HVXV�WDONV�DERXW�KHUH�ZKLFK�ZDV�EXLOW�E\�.LQJ�+HURG��:DQWLQJ�
WR�DSSHDVH�KLV�-HZLVK�VXEMHFWV��+HURG�FRQVWUXFWHG�DQ�HQRUPRXV��
ornate, cream-colored Temple of stone and gold. The gold and 
white stone was so bright when the sun shined on it that it was 
GLIğFXOW�WR�HYHQ�ORRN�GLUHFWO\�DW�WKH�7HPSOH��&RQVWUXFWLRQ�EHJDQ�
LQ����%�&��DQG�WKH�HQWLUH�VWUXFWXUH�ZDVQłW�ğQLVKHG�XQWLO�$�'������
DERXW� ��� \HDUV�� H[DFWO\�ZKDW� -RKQ�ZULWHV��:KDW� \RX�PD\� QRW�
NQRZ�LV�WKH�5RPDQV�GHVWUR\HG�WKH�7HPSOH�LQ�$�'������VRPHWKLQJ�
Jesus predicted would happen. 

The Temple was much more than a place of worship. It was 
WKH� FHQWHU�RI� -HZLVK� OLIH� LQ� WKH�ğUVW� FHQWXU\�� ,W�ZDV� WKH� FHQWHU�
of government, law, religious life, and taxation. It set the moral, 
religious and political tone of the country. In our day the closest 
SDUDOOHO�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH��7KDW�LV�ZK\�-HVXVł�FOHDULQJ�RI�
WKH�WHPSOH�DQG�VD\LQJ�KHłG�UHEXLOG�LW�LQ�WKUHH�GD\V�ZDV�QRW�MXVW�
upsetting, it was absolutely ridiculous. He was making a public 
SURWHVW�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�SXEOLF�VTXDUH��

Jesus related to the Temple in several distinct ways. First, as a 
pious Jew who was zealous for the Lord, Jesus showed respect 
IRU�WKH�7HPSOH��+H�UHIHUUHG�WR�LW�DV��Ń0\�)DWKHUłV�KRXVHń�EHFDXVH�
God’s presence was inside. The Father’s house was supposed to 
EH�D�SODFH�RI�ZRUVKLS��SUD\HU��LQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�VDFULğFH��&DQ�\RX�
imagine trying to pray and meet with God and all you can hear is 
WKH�QRLV\�EOHDWLQJ�RI�VKHHS�DQG�EHOORZLQJ�RI�FDWWOH"�1RW�WR�PHQ-
WLRQ�WKH�VWHQFK�DQG�ğOWK�RI�DOO�WKH�DQLPDOV��,QVWHDG�RI�EURNHQQHVV�
and holy worship, there is also the sound and activity of noisy 
shopkeepers. Not a great picture of worship.  

Jesus’ zeal or passion led him to purge the Temple of mon-
eychangers and merchants. Jews came from all over the Roman 
Empire, often traveling long distances to worship at the Temple. 
,Q�RUGHU�WR�ZRUVKLS��WKH\�QHHGHG�DQ�DQLPDO�WR�VDFULğFH�DQG�WKH\�
had to pay the Temple tax. It became a lucrative business to sell 
DQLPDOV�IRU�VDFULğFH�DQG�H[FKDQJH�IRUHLJQ�FXUUHQF\�LQWR�-HZLVK�
coins. The problem wasn’t that they were selling animals and 
exchanging currency. The issue was where they were selling all 
WKHVH�WKLQJV��7KH�ĠHD�PDUNHW�ZDV�VHW�XS�LQ�WKH�FRXUW\DUG�RI�WKH�
Gentiles. In other words, the Jews were hindering Gentiles from 
worship. The Jews could worship; they had their own courtyard, 
EXW� WKH�*HQWLOH�DUHD�ZDV� WXUQHG� LQWR�D� VZDS�PHHW��0HUFKDQWV�

shouldn’t be in the temple area at all! This was a house of 
worship. 

*RG�ZDV�QRW� MXVW�D�*RG�IRU� WKH�-HZV��EXW�D�*RG�IRU�DOO�SHRSOH�
ZKR�EHOLHYH�LQ�KLP�WKURXJK�IDLWK��:D\�EDFN�LQ�*HQHVLV�����*RG�
DSSHDUV�WR�$EUDKDP�DQG�WHOOV�KLP��Ń,�ZLOO�EOHVV�\RX�DQG�DOO�\RXU�
descendants so that you will be a blessing to others.” The Jewish 
nation was called by God to be light and salvation to the Gentiles. 
Instead, they became a stumbling block with their rules, religion, 
and detestable practices. Gentiles could not worship God at the 
Temple, and that made Jesus angry.

Sometimes I hear people say, “God is love so how can you 
&KULVWLDQV�EH�VR�LQWROHUDQW�RI�RWKHU�SHRSOH�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�GR"ń�
God is love but God can get angry because God is also holy. There 
LV�PRUH�WR�*RG�WKDQ�KLV�ORYH��$QG�UHDO�ORYH�VRPHWLPHV�LQYROYHV�
righteous anger. Out of love I appropriately discipline my chil-
dren when they disobey and act a fool. I love them. God’s anger 
was holy and aimed at sin and corruption. Because of love, Jesus 
makes a whip out of rope and begins to drive animals and people 
RXW�RI�WKH�FRXUW\DUG��+H�DOVR�ĠLSV�RYHU�WKH�PRQH\�FKDQJHUV�DQG�
yells out, “Get out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into 
D�PDUNHW�ń�-HVXV�ZDV�IRUFHIXO�EXW�QRW�FUXHO��<RX�FDQłW�HDVLO\�GULYH�
out cattle and sheep without a whip of chords.  

If you’ve seen some of the old movies that show Jesus doing this, 
what you see is him overturning a few tables and driving out 
D� IHZ�SHRSOH��%XW� UHPHPEHU�� WKLV� LV� WKH�ZHHN�RI�3DVVRYHU�DQG�
Jerusalem was packed with people. In reality, there were prob-
DEO\��������SHRSOH�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�WKH�7HPSOH�DQG�FRXUW\DUG�RI�
WKH�*HQWLOHV��,W�ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�JRLQJ�WR�$7	7�3DUN�GXULQJ�D�*LDQWV�
JDPH��,WłV�QRW�D�VROG�RXW�JDPH�EXW�LWłV�ğOOHG�ZLWK��������SHRSOH��
How do you think you’d do if all you had was a bat and you 
QHHGHG� WR� FOHDU�RXW� WKH�HQWLUH�EDOOSDUN�RI�SHRSOH"�+DUG� WR�GR��
But, if you are Jesus, if you are God, people run at the sound 
RI�\RXU�YRLFH�� 3HRSOH�SDFN�XS� WKHLU�JRRGV�DQG� OHDYH�ZKHQ� WKH�
Sovereign God of the universe, with authority, says, get out! Even 
the Jewish leaders didn’t kick Jesus out of the Temple because he 
acted with such authority. No one dared to resist him.

:KDW� JHWV� \RX� ULJKWHRXVO\� DQJU\� WKHVH� GD\V"� $Q\WKLQJ"� -HVXV�
ZDV�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW�ZRUVKLS��:KDW�DUH�\RX�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW"�
,�WKLQN�RQH�RI�WKH�VHFUHWV�WR�ğQGLQJ�MR\�LQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH�LV�WR�
be passionate about things God is passionate about. I get weekly 
HPDLOV�IURP�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�-XVWLFH�0LVVLRQ��7KH\�DUH�D�&KULVWLDQ�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�LV�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW�KXPDQ�WUDIğFNLQJ�DQG�LQ-
MXVWLFH��,�UHFHLYHG�WKLV�HPDLO�MXVW�WKH�RWKHU�GD\�

Ń$� IHZ�GD\V� DJR��P\� ,-0� FROOHDJXHV� LQ�0XPEDL� KHOSHG�SROLFH�
UHVFXH�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�WUDIğFNHG�WR�D�EURWKHO�LQ�D�
massive red-light district. The brothel is a crumbling, two-story 
building at the end of a muddy alley. Over the last two years, 
,-0�KDV�KHOSHG�SROLFH�UHVFXH�RWKHU�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ�WUDIğFNHG�IRU�
sex from this very same building. New managers keep opening 



XS�EURWKHOV� LQ� WKH�EXLOGLQJ�� WUDIğFNLQJ�QHZ�JLUOV� WR�EH�VROG� IRU�
D�SURğW��7KLV�WLPH��WKH�EURWKHO�NHHSHU�ZDV�DUUHVWHG�DQG�FDQ�EH�
FKDUJHG� IRU� WUDIğFNLQJ� FULPHV�� ,WłV� FULWLFDO� WKDW� RWKHU�ZRXOG�EH�
WUDIğFNHUV�VHH�WKDW�WKHUHłV�D�ULVN�LQ�GRLQJ�EXVLQHVV�WKLV�ZD\��,WłV�
critical that we break this cycle of violence.” 

6H[� WUDIğFNLQJ� JHWV� PH� ULJKWHRXVO\� DQJU\�� ,W� JHWV� *RG� DQJU\�
WRR��:KDW�FDQ�ZH�GR"�:H�FDQ�SUD\��:H�FDQ�JLYH��:H�FDQ�VHUYH��
/RYH:RUNV� IRU� H[DPSOH� LV� MXVW� D� VPDOO� ZD\� WR� VHUYH� KXUWLQJ�
people in our communities and show them the love of Jesus. 
Instead of a whip, we get out the servant’s towel and serve the 
community. It’s not much, but it’s something. 

Jesus Replaces the Temple 
In response to all this the religious bureaucrats ask Jesus, “Sir, 
what sign can you show us to prove you have the authority to do 
DOO�WKLV"ń�,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��ZKHUHłV�\RXU�FUHGHQWLDOV"�:KHUHłV�\RXU�
SHUPLVVLRQ�VOLS"�7KH�7HPSOH�ZDV�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�D�SODFH�RI�VDFUL-
ğFLDO�SXULğFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�-HZLVK�DXWKRULWLHV�VKRXOG�KDYH�NQRZQ�
better! But, their greed and unwillingness to admit their guilt 
consumed them. Their hard hearts could not see that the Temple 
cleansing itself was a sign. It’s like the billboard I’ve seen that 
VD\V��Ń,I�\RXłUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�VLJQ�IURP�*RG��KHUH�LW�LV�ń�0DODFKL�
����SURSKHVLHG�WKH�FOHDQVLQJ�RI�WKH�7HPSOH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH�
/RUG�DQG�KLV�0HVVHQJHU�ZRXOG�GR��-HVXVł�DFWLRQV�SURYHG�KLV�GHLW\��
KH�LV�*RG�DQG�KLV�PHVVLDKVKLS��KH�LV�WKH�ORQJ�DZDLWHG�$QRLQWHG�
One. Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise 
it again in three days.”

Jesus’ statement was ridiculous to the Jews, “It has taken forty-
six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in 
three days?” Jesus was doing far more than responding to the 
corruption he saw. Israel was failing in its mission to the Gentiles 
and true worship had degenerated into self-serving religion. 
Jesus is challenging the very system of the temple itself—its re-
ligion, its authority, its worship. By doing all this, Jesus is stating 
LQ�D�GHğQLWLYH�ZD\�*RG�GZHOW�LQ�KLP�

Last Sunday we learned the new wine Jesus brings surpasses the 
SODLQ�ZDWHU�RI�-XGDLVP��7KH�-HZLVK�YHVVHOV�RI�SXULğFDWLRQ�ZHUH�
ğOOHG�ZLWK�QHZ�WKLQJV��EHWWHU�WKLQJV��7KH�ZLQH�WKDWłV�EHHQ�VHUYHG�
already through Jewish religion and ritual is exhausted and Jesus’ 
new wine is replacing it. Here, Jesus replaces the Temple with his 
RZQ�ERG\��7KLV�DFW�DQVZHUV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��KRZ�FDQ�*RG�ORYH�XV�
DQG�VWLOO�MXGJH�VLQ"�7KH�RULJLQDO�WHPSOH�V\VWHP�ZDV�WHPSRUDU\��,W�
was a shadow of greater things to come. Through temple sacri-
ğFHV��WKH�EORRG�RI�DQLPDOV�ZDV�VKHG�IRU�WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQV��
%HFDXVH�-HVXV�LV�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG��QHZ�ZLQH��DQG�WKH�ğQDO�VDFULğFH��
the Temple is no longer a place, it is a person! Jesus is the New 
7HPSOH��:KHQ�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�KLV�ERG\�ZDV�GHVWUR\HG��WKUHH�GD\V�
later he raised it from the ground. Jesus raised himself out of the 
grave! Jesus showed the love of God through his death and it 
ZDV�WKH�ğQDO�SD\PHQW�DQG�VXEVWLWXWH�IRU�RXU�VLQ�

This is why Jesus brought up his death and resurrection in the 
way he did. He was telling the Jews that his body is the true 
REMHFW�RI�ZRUVKLS��QRW� WKH� WHPSOH��1R� ORQJHU�GRHV� WKH� WHPSOH�
represent the presence of God. From now on Jesus represents 
WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG��:H�GRQłW�KDYH�WR�JR�WR�WKH�WHPSOH�WR�ZRU-
VKLS�*RG��,W�LV�WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVW�WKDW�ZH�ZRUVKLS��:H�ZRUVKLS�
D�SHUVRQ��QRW�D�SODFH���$JDLQ��WKLV�ZDV�DEVROXWHO\�UDGLFDO�IRU�WKH�
Jews to comprehend. In fact, it was one of the reasons they cruci-
ğHG�-HVXV�

 

/HWłV�ORRN�ğQDOO\�DW�WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�YHUVHV�RI�WKLV�SDVVDJH��,Q�WKHP�
ZH�VHH�KRZ�-HVXV�GHDOV�ZLWK�LQDGHTXDWH�IDLWK��7KH�GLVFLSOHV�UH-
membered the scriptures and recalled the words of Jesus and 
EHOLHYHG� �Y�����DQG�Y�������%XW�� WKHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�RWKHU�SHRSOH�
who saw his miracles and believed, but it wasn’t real faith. These 
people only believed because they saw miraculous signs and 
because of their lack of faith; Jesus would not “entrust” him-
self to them. Still today we want Jesus to prove himself to us by 
VKRZLQJ�KLV�SRZHU��:H�ZDQW�D�VLJQ�DQG�IDLO�WR�VHH�WKDW�D�VLJQ�KDV�
already been given. Through his word, the Bible, we learn of the 
OLIH��GHDWK��DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�-HVXV��:H�UHVSRQG�LQ�IDLWK�DQG�KH�
UHVSRQGV�DV�ZHOO��$�VLJQ�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�JLYHQ�

These last verses remind us that Jesus knows our hearts. He 
NQRZV�\RX�EHWWHU�WKHQ�\RX�NQRZ�\RXUVHOI��<RX�FDQ�SUHWHQG�ZLWK�
RWKHUV��EXW�-HVXV�NQRZV�WKH�UHDO�\RX��$UH�\RX�UHDOO\�ZDONLQJ�ZLWK�
-HVXV�RU�MXVW�SOD\LQJ�ŃVSLULWXDO�KRXVHń"�,WłV�IXQQ\�EHFDXVH�FKXUFKHV�
are supposed to be the places where we can be authentic, where 
SHRSOH�FDQ�NQRZ�\RX��WKH�UHDO�\RX��DQG�ORYH�\RX�DQ\ZD\��%XW��MXVW�
like the Jews of Jesus’ day, temples and churches soon become 
religious institutions where we hide and pretend everything is 
RN��7KH�KRO\�SODFHV�RI�ZRUVKLS�HDVLO\�EHFRPH�ĠHD�PDUNHWV�ğOOHG�
ZLWK�FRQVXPHUV��$UH�\RX�NQRZQ�DW�&3&"�$UH�\RX�D�SDUW�RI�D�VPDOO�
JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR� UHDOO\�NQRZ�\RX�DQG� ORYH�\RX�DQ\ZD\"� ,�
KRSH�VR��:H�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�KDUG�WR�FRQQHFW�SHRSOH�WR�FRPPXQLW\�
DW�&3&1RUWK�

Here’s what I’ve been thinking all week. If Jesus showed up at 
&3&��ZRXOG�KH�PDNH�D�ZKLS�RU�ZRXOG�KH�SUDLVH�*RG�IRU�ZKDW�LV�
KDSSHQLQJ�KHUH"�,�UHDOO\�GRQłW�NQRZ��,�KRSH�KH�ZRXOG�SUDLVH�*RG�
for what’s happening here—our worship and passion for God, 
the transformed lives of people, children and students hearing 
about Jesus every week, hundreds of people in small groups 
learning and growing in their faith, our commitment to follow 
him no matter what the cost. But, I am sure there are some 
WKLQJV�KHłG�ZDQW�WR�FOHDQ�XS�DV�ZHOO��:KDW�DUH�ZH�GRLQJ�WR�VHUYH�
WKH�SRRU��ZLGRZV�DQG�RUSKDQV"�0D\EH�KHłG�ORRN�DW�RXU�EXGJHW�
and ask why we are not spending more money to reach people 
IDU�IURP�KLP"�,�GRQłW�NQRZ�ZKDW�KH�ZRXOG�VD\�RU�GR��

:KDW� DERXW� \RX"� -HVXV� LV� WKH� WHPSOH�� 7KH� FKXUFK� LV� DOVR� WKH�
WHPSOH�RI�*RG��EXW�WKH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�VD\V�ODWHU�ZH�DUH�WKH�WHPSOH�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��)HEUXDU\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�1RUWK
����3LHGPRQW�$YHQXH�_�6DQ�%UXQR��&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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of the Holy Spirit. God loves you enough to come into your house, 
into your life with a whip and a loud voice and get things in order 
ZKHQ�KH�QHHGV�WR��:KDW�GRHV�KH�QHHG�WR�FOHDQ�RXW�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�
WKLV�PRUQLQJ"�,V�WKHUH�VRPHWKLQJ�\RX�DUH�GRLQJ�WKDW�JHWV�-HVXV�
DQJU\"�$UH�\RX�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�DUHD�RI�VLQ"�7HOO�-HVXV�DERXW�LW�
this morning—he already knows—then walk away from it, re-
pent and ask him for a clean start. If you need help, our church 
KDV�D�WRQ�RI�UHVRXUFHV�WR�KHOS�\RX�ğQG�FRPPXQLW\��ğJKW�VLQ��DQG�
get the healing you need.

:H�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�HQG�WKH�VHUYLFH�ZLWK�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�WUXH�REMHFW�
RI�RXU�ZRUVKLSŌ-HVXV�WKH�7UXH�7HPSOH�� ,WłV�DOO�DERXW�KLP��:H�
live for his glory and we worship him alone.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


