
Jesus says, “Come and See. I will blow your minds.” In the scrip-

tures today we’re going to read of the time when Jesus turned 

water to wine at the wedding in Cana. This is a story you’re prob-

DEO\�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�UHFRUGHG�DV�-HVXVł�ğUVW�PLUDFOH��,WłV�

a popular miracle. As we study this passage of scripture, I think 

you’re going to be encouraged by what this means to us today 

and intrigued by the theological shift Jesus was making. 

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in 

Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and 

his disciples had also been invited to the wedding 

(John 2:1–2). 

These two verses are setting the scene for us. The situation is a 

ZHGGLQJ��0RUH�VSHFLğFDOO\��WKLV�LV�WKH�SDUW\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�

wedding. It’s the modern day equivalent to the wedding recep-

tion. The difference is, the wedding receptions in the Ancient 

Near East typically lasted a week. 

Think of that! A week of partying. A week off from work. A week 

of eating and drinking. A week of the groom’s family paying the 

bill for everyone! Imagine the expense. Food, drinks, servants 

and entertainment for an entire week. The average wedding in 

$PHULFD�WRGD\�FRVWV����������0XOWLSO\�WKDW�E\�ğYH�GD\V��

-HVXV�DQG�ğYH�RI�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQYLWHG��$QGUHZ��6LPRQ�

Peter, Phillip, Nathanael, John the Apostle (the author of John). 

When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to 

him, “they have no more wine” (v. 3). 

This was a tragedy, a shameful turn of events in our story. 

Running out of wine! How can the party keep going? If we’re 

throwing a party and we run out of food or drinks, that’s a bit 

embarrassing. In those days it was worse. And they didn’t have 

CVS or Trader Joe’s available for a quick trip. Wine was their pri-

mary beverage and its effect made everyone happy at this joyful 

occasion. 

There was a Rabbinical saying, “where there is no wine, there 

is no feast.” Instead of a celebration, this party is about to turn 

ugly. To put this into context, some historians say that this would 

have been so shameful to the bride’s family that they could have 

sued the groom’s family for the embarrassment.  

Jesus’ mother appears to have some role of organizing this wed-

ding party because she’s aware of the situation and seems to 

feel responsible to solve it. So she tells Jesus, “they have no more 

wine.” 

“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. 

“My hour has not yet come” (v. 4). 

This is a strange response from Jesus. He obviously does not like 

the expectation Mary lays on him to solve this situation. But in-

stead of looking at this as a rude way to respond to his mother, 

we should keep in mind that Jesus never acted according to 

people’s expectations. He was free from human advice, agenda 

or manipulation. Instead, he did the will of the Father only. 

“By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, 

and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please 

myself but him who sent me.” (John 5:30).

“The one who sent me is with me; he has not left 

me alone, for I always do what pleases him” (John 

8:29). 

Jesus says, “My hour has not yet come.” Mary didn’t say anything 

about hours or time. All she did was inform Jesus that the wine 

had run out. Yet Jesus’ mind is on another topic altogether—

his hour. His mind is preoccupied with the start of his ministry. 

He’s like a man on the starting line, crouched and ready to run 

a 3-year race. He’s like an orator, standing off stage, moments 

from taking the stage to deliver the most important speech of 

his life. 

John is using a rhetoric device called Internal Prolepsis, intro-

duction to a theme that will be developed later. It’s designed to 

capture the reader’s attention and curiosity. Hmmm. What does 

“my hour has not yet come” mean?’” He uses the phrase “not yet” 

12 times in his book.  

“At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a 

hand on him, because his hour had not yet come” 

(John 7:30). 

“He spoke these words while teaching in the 

temple courts near the place where the offerings 

were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour 

had not yet come” (John 8:20). 
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What does that mean? Not until John 12 do we learn that “the 

KRXUń�KDV�ğQDOO\�FRPH��,W�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�D�JURXS�RI�*UHHNV�DQG�

*HQWLOHV�FRPH�WR�VHH�-HVXV�

And Jesus says, “Jesus replied, ‘The hour has come 
IRU�WKH�6RQ�RI�0DQ�WR�EH�JORULğHGłń��-RKQ���������

He goes on to talk about his death on the cross and his resur-

rection. His hour, his time to fully reveal his glory, is his death 

and resurrection. And all of the signs Jesus performed during his 

three years of ministry pointed to this event. 

What Jesus is saying to Mary in our passage today is this, 

“Woman, I’m not ready to die yet. I’m not ready to give them the 

full joy I have prepared for them, yet.” 

Poor Mary. All she did was tell Jesus the wine had run out! 

Despite Jesus’ strange response to Mary, in verse 5 she tells 

the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” She’s probably heard 

Jesus say weird things before, right? She might even be thinking, 

“Don’t let my son’s strange response throw you off, just do what-

ever he tells you.” 

His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he 

tells you” (v. 5). 

We have no idea why Mary said this. Did she suspect Jesus was 

going to do a miracle? We just don’t know. The safest and most 

UHOLDEOH� UHDGLQJ� RI� WKLV� YHUVH� LV� WR� WDNH� LW� DW� IDFH� YDOXH��0DU\�

turned to Jesus for help and was willing to live with whatever 

he decided to do. 

It would be incorrect to conclude from this that Mary possessed 

the ability to move Jesus to act, although Jesus was unwilling 

to do so. This is how Catholics have misinterpreted this passage 

of scripture and incorrectly taught that people can bring their 

requests to Mary and she has an “in” with Jesus, as if she can get 

him to do things he didn’t want to do otherwise. 

I think Jesus gave this slight rebuke to Mary because he was 

intending to do a miracle but he didn’t want anyone to mis-

understand why. This is how I make sense of Jesus saying, “My 

hour has not yet come” and then proceeds to turn water to 

wine. Mary was thinking about wine, and only wine. Mary was 

thinking about the drink in a cup. Mary was thinking about how 

happy everybody was and that everyone was about to become 

sad when they realized the wine had run out. 

In contrast, Jesus was thinking about what the wine represented. 

The wine represented the True Joy that only he could provide. 

Jesus saw that the looming unhappiness of the wedding at-

tendees was a perfect analogy for our lives because all of us 

are seeking joy from the wrong places. All of us are seeking joy 

from sources that will run out.  Every one of us wants something 

severely—we chase a new car, new house, kids, a Championship 

football team, better vacations. The problem is, the new “thing” 

becomes the “normal” thing. It does not satisfy. We realize we’ll 

never get it. 

7KHUH�DUH�IRXU�UHVSRQVHV�ZKHQ�WKLV�KDSSHQV�

» Blame the things—I need a new spouse, new job, new body, 

new vacation, etc. 

» Blame yourself—the reason I don’t have it is I made bad 

choices, I didn’t live up to the standard. There’s something wrong 

with me, because everyone around me looks so happy. What do I 

do about it? Try harder. People like this live with self doubt.

» Blame the universe—you kill the part of yourself that dreams. 

You become a cynic.

Ŋ�%ODPH�\RXU�VHSDUDWLRQ�IURP�*RG�

&6�/HZLV�ZULWHV��Ń&UHDWXUHV�DUH�QRW�ERUQ�ZLWK�GHVLUHV�XQOHVV�VDW-

LVIDFWLRQ�IRU�WKRVH�GHVLUHV�H[LVWV��$�EDE\�IHHOV�KXQJHU��ZHOO��WKHUH�

LV�VXFK�D�WKLQJ�DV�IRRG��$�GXFNOLQJ�ZDQWV�WR�VZLP��ZHOO��WKHUH�LV�

VXFK�D�WKLQJ�DV�ZDWHU��0HQ�IHHO�VH[XDO�GHVLUH��ZHOO��WKHUH�LV�VXFK�

D�WKLQJ�DV�VH[��,I�,�ğQG�LQ�P\VHOI�D�GHVLUH�ZKLFK�QR�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�

this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was 

made for another world. If none of my earthly pleasures satisfy it, 

that does not prove that the universe is a fraud. Probably earthly 

pleasures were never meant to satisfy it, but only to arouse it, to 

suggest the real thing.”

There is a joy shortage. Jesus is the supply for the joy shortage. 

Only Jesus is able to give us true and eternal joy. Jesus sees that 

WKLV�LV�WKH�SHUIHFW�WLPH�WR�SHUIRUP�KLV�ğUVW�VLJQ��

Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by 

the Jews for ceremonial washing, (washing hands, 

feet, dishes, utensils, bowls, cups) each holding 

from twenty to thirty gallons (120-180 gallons 

combined). Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars 

ZLWK�ZDWHUń��VR�WKH\�ğOOHG�WKHP�WR�WKH�EULP��YHUVHV�

6–7). 

Why? The stone jars and the ceremonial washing was part of 

the old order of Jewish law and tradition. Jesus is about to show 

them all of these laws and ceremonies bring death. In fact, ev-

erything you are pursuing is going to bring you disappointment 

and death.    

Filling the jars with water “to the brim” indicates the fullest 

power these Jewish ceremonial cleansings possessed. Just as you 

can’t put any more water in the stone jars, you can’t get any ad-

ditional power out of the ceremonial washings.   



Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take 

it to the master of the banquet.” They did so, and 

the master of the banquet tasted the water that 

had been turned into wine. He did not realize 

where it had come from, though the servants who 

had drawn the water knew. Then he called the 

bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone brings out 

WKH� FKRLFH�ZLQH� ğUVW� DQG� WKHQ� WKH� FKHDSHU�ZLQH�

after the guests have had too much to drink; but 

you have saved the best till now” (verses 8–10). 

The party is rescued. Jesus turns the looming sadness to joy! 

-HVXVł�VXSSO\�LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�RULJLQDO��:KHQ�-HVXV�GLG�KLV�ğUVW�

miraculous sign, he was revealing what he was really about. 

Jesus is about bringing joy! He created 100+ gallons of unusually 

good wine. 

If you don’t understand this, then you don’t understand Jesus. 

Christianity is not a bargin. It’s not a pinched life. It’s not a kill-

MR\��&KULVWLDQV� VKRXOG�QRW�EH�SDUW\� NLOOHUV��:H� VKRXOG�EH�ğOOHG�

with joy because we know the true joy giver. We think we know 

how to make ourselves happy. But we’re like kids playing with 

tinker toys and Jesus is the master architect. 

:KDW�-HVXV�GLG�KHUH�LQ�&DQD�RI�*DOLOHH�ZDV�WKH�ğUVW�

of the signs through which he revealed his glory; 

and his disciples believed in him. (v. 11).

John records seven signs in his book. These signs were not 

random acts of power. They were powerful and true, but they 

were also steeped with meaning and symbolism, intended to re-

veal his glory. And in this story Jesus is revealing to us one main 

LGHD��-HVXV�EULQJV�WUXH�MR\��

7KHUH�DUH�WZR�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH�WKLV�PHVVDJH�DSSOLHV�WR�WRGD\��

7KH�ğUVW�SHUVRQ�LV�IDFLQJ�D�FLUFXPVWDQFH�ULJKW�QRZ�WKDW�LV�VWHDOLQJ�

\RXU�MR\�RQH�ELWH�DW�D�WLPH��<RXłUH�IDFLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�UHDOO\�GLIğ-

cult and you’re struggling to experience joy. 

7KH� VHFRQG�SHUVRQ� LVQłW� IDFLQJ� VRPHWKLQJ�SDUWLFXODUO\� GLIğFXOW�

EXW�\RX�DUH� WXUQLQJ� WR� IDOVH�VRXUFHV� WR�ğQG�\RXU� MR\�� WKDW�QHZ�

thing. 

7KH�UHVSRQVH�LV�WKH�VDPH�IRU�ERWK���

7XUQ�WR�-HVXV�DQG�DVN�IRU�KLV�WUXH�MR\��,I�\RXłUH�IDFLQJ�D�GLIğFXOW\��

admit that “That” might not change, that your joy-killer might be 

a piece of baggage you carry the rest of your life. Yet Jesus can 

give you his perfect joy in the midst of it. 

If you’re turning to a false source for your joy, turn away from 

any hope that it will satisfy you and instead turn to him now, 

confessing your propensity to search for joy in the wrong places 

DQG�DVN�KLP�WR�ğOO�XV�ZLWK�KLV�3HUIHFW�-R\�
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