
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in 
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and 
his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to 
him, “They have no more wine.”

“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. 
“My hour has not yet come.”

His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he 
tells you.”

Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used 
by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding 
from twenty to thirty gallons.

Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; 
VR�WKH\�ğOOHG�WKHP�WR�WKH�EULP�

Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take 
it to the master of the banquet.”

They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted 
the water that had been turned into wine. He did 
not realize where it had come from, though the 
servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he 
called the bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone 
EULQJV� RXW� WKH� FKRLFH� ZLQH� ğUVW� DQG� WKHQ� WKH�
cheaper wine after the guests have had too much 
to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”

:KDW�-HVXV�GLG�KHUH�LQ�&DQD�RI�*DOLOHH�ZDV�WKH�ğUVW�
of the signs through which he revealed his glory; 
and his disciples believed in him (John 2:1–11).

One of the fun things about being a pastor is I frequently have 
WKH� MR\�RI�RIğFLDWLQJ�DW�ZHGGLQJV�� ,W�DOZD\V�VWDUWV�ZLWK�EULJKW�
H\HG�FRXSOHV�FRPLQJ�LQWR�P\�RIğFH�RU�KRPH�ZKR�DUH�VR�KDSS\�
WKH\łUH� EDUHO\� DEOH� WR� WRXFK� WKH� JURXQG�� 7KHQ� DW� WKH�ZHGGLQJ�
LWVHOI�,�KDYH�ZKDWłV�HYHQ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�D�IURQW�URZ�VHDW��,�VHH�WKLQJV�
QR�RQH�HOVH�FDQ�VHH�� ,�VHH�WUHPEOLQJ�KDQGV�DQG�EHDGV�RI�VZHDW�
SRXULQJ� GRZQ� WKH� JURRPłV� IDFH�� ,� VHH� WKH� IXUWLYH� JODQFHV� WKDW�
SDVV�EHWZHHQ�EULGH�DQG�JURRP�DV�WKH\�IDFH�PH��,�VHH�WKH�SDQ�
LFNHG�ORRN�ZKHQ�WKH\�IRUJHW�WKHLU�YRZV�RU�QRWLFH�WKH�ĠDPH�RQ�WKH�
XQLW\�FDQGOH�KDV�ĠLFNHUHG�RXW�

4XLWH� KRQHVWO\�� ,łYH� ZLWQHVVHG� VRPH� UDWKHU� EL]DUUH� WKLQJV�� $W�
RQH�RXWGRRU�ZHGGLQJ�DW� WKH�6RXWK�&DUROLQD�FRDVW�ZH�ZHUH�DOO�
DWWDFNHG�E\�WKHVH�WLQ\��ğHUFH�JQDW�OLNH�EXJV��$W�DQRWKHU��WKH�EHVW�
PDQ�IDLQWHG�DQG�ZRXOG�KDYH�IDOOHQ�LQWR�WKH�LY\�LI�D�JURRPVPHQ�
GLGQłW�FDWFK�KLP��$W�DQRWKHU�� VRPHRQH�SXW�RQ�WKH�ZURQJ�VRQJ�
DQG�WKH�EULGH�ZDONHG�GRZQ�WKH�DLVOH�WR�(OYLV�3UHVOH\łV�Ń/RYH�0H�
7HQGHU�ń�0D\EH� WKH�ZRUVW�RI�DOO�ZDV�RQH�RI� WKH�ğUVW�ZHGGLQJV�

,� HYHU�GLG�� ,�ZDV�DERXW����\HDUV�ROG�DQG�ZKHQ� LW�ZDV� WLPH� IRU�
WKH�H[FKDQJH�RI�WKH�ULQJV�,�GURSSHG�WKH�JURRPłV�ZHGGLQJ�EDQG��
8QIRUWXQDWHO\��LW�IHOO�RQWR�D�KDUGZRRG�ĠRRU�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�UROO��,W�
UROOHG�DQG�UROOHG�ZLWK�PH�RQ�P\�KDQGV�DQG�NQHHV�WU\LQJ�WR�WUDFN�
LW�GRZQ��:H�GLGQłW�UHKHDUVH�WKDW��6LQFH�WKHQ��,�WU\�WR�QHYHU�WRXFK�
WKH�ULQJV������

The Setting: Jesus was Welcomed at a Wedding in 
Cana
7KLV�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�ZKDW� WKH�JXHVWV�ZHUH� IHHOLQJ� WKDW�GD\�DW�
WKH�ZHGGLQJ�LQ�&DQD��,Q�WKRVH�GD\V�DQG�LQ�WKDW�FXOWXUH��WKH�ZHG�
GLQJ�FHOHEUDWLRQ�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�HYHQWV�LQ�DOO�RI�OLIH��/LIH�
ZDV�D�JULQG�IRU�PDQ\�SHRSOH�EDFN�WKHQ��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�FRPPRQ�
SHRSOH�� VR� DQ�RFFDVLRQ� OLNH� WKLV�ZDV� ORQJ� DQWLFLSDWHG� DQG� YHU\�
H[FLWLQJ��7KH�ZHGGLQJ�FHOHEUDWLRQ�ZRXOG�VWDUW�RQ�D�:HGQHVGD\�
DQG�FRQWLQXH�IRU�VHYHQ�GD\V��7KH�HQWLUH�YLOODJH�ZRXOG�EH�LQYLWHG�
DORQJ�ZLWK�IULHQGV�DQG�UHODWLYHV�ZKR�OLYHG�HOVHZKHUH��7KHUH�ZDV�
IRRG�DQG�ZLQH�DQG�GDQFLQJ��,W�ZDV�D�WLPH�RI�JUHDW�MR\�

,Q� YHUVHV� �ŋ�� -RKQ� WHOOV� XV� WKDW� -HVXVł�PRWKHU�ZDV� LQYLWHG�� DV�
ZDV� -HVXV� DQG� KLV� GLVFLSOHV�� $W� WKLV� SRLQW�� -HVXV� RQO\� KDG� ğYH�
GLVFLSOHV��$QGUHZ��3HWHU��-RKQ��3KLOLS�DQG�1DWKDQDHO�� ,�WKLQN�LWłV�
LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKDW�-HVXV�ZRXOG�EH�LQYLWHG�WR�VXFK�DQ�HYHQW�DQG�WKDW�
KHłG�DFWXDOO\�DFFHSW�WKH�LQYLWDWLRQ�DQG�DWWHQG��<RX�VHH��WKHUH�ZDV�
D�WUDGLWLRQ�EDFN�WKHQ�IRU�KRO\�PHQ�RI�*RG�WR�DYRLG�VXFK�FHOHEUD�
WLRQV��7KH\�ZHUH�FDOOHG�ascetics��$Q�DVFHWLF�ZDV�RQH�ZKR�EHOLHYHG�
VSLULWXDOLW\�ZDV� DWWDLQHG�E\� UHQRXQFLQJ�SK\VLFDO� SOHDVXUHV� DQG�
SHUVRQDO� GHVLUHV�� 7KH\�ZHUH� ELJ� RQ� IDVWLQJ� DQG� FHOLEDF\�� -RKQ�
WKH�%DSWLVW�ZDV�DQ�DVFHWLF��<HW�ZH�VHH�KHUH�WKDW�-HVXV�ZDVQłW�LQ�
WKDW�FDWHJRU\��3HRSOH�GLGQłW�VHH�KLP�WKDW�ZD\�DQG�KH�GLGQłW�DFW�
WKDW�ZD\��7KH�6RQ�RI�*RG�FRXOG�JR�WR�D�ZHGGLQJ�DQG�HQWHU�LQWR�
WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�DQG�ODXJK�DQG�KDYH�IXQ��/LNH�0D[�/XFDGR�VD\V��
Ń7KH�$OPLJKW\�GLGQłW�DFW�KLJK�DQG�PLJKW\��7KH�+RO\�2QH�ZDVQłW�
KROLHU�WKDQ�WKRX��7KH�2QH�ZKR�NQHZ�LW�DOO�ZDVQłW�D�NQRZ�LW�DOO�ń�
,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��KH�ZDVQłW�D�NLOOMR\�

:H�VKRXOGQłW�EH�HLWKHU��:H�FDQ�KDYH�IXQ��:H�FDQ�HQWHU�LQWR�FHO�
HEUDWLRQV��:H�VKRXOG�EH�SHRSOH�ZKR�RWKHUV�like�WR�KDYH�DURXQG�
DW�VXFK�HYHQWV�EHFDXVH�ZH�HQWHU�LQ�DQG�HQMR\�RXUVHOYHV��,WłV�XQ�
IRUWXQDWH�WKDW�VRPH�EHOLHYHUV�ZRXOG�QHYHU�DOORZ�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�
GR�WKLV��,I�WKH\�JR�WR�VXFK�DQ�HYHQW��WKH\�ORRN�YHU\�JULP�DQG�VHHP�
WR�VXVSHFW�WKDW�WKH�FDXVH�RI�DOO�WKH�IXQ�LV�HLWKHU�LOOHJDO��LPPRUDO��
RU� IDWWHQLQJ��$JDLQ��0D[� /XFDGR� VD\V�� Ń:KDW�KDSSHQHG� WR�XV"�
:KDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�FOHDQ�MR\�DQG�ORXG�ODXJKWHU"�,V�LW�RXU�QHFNWLHV�
WKDW�FKRNH�XV"� ,V� LW�RXU�GLSORPDV� WKDW�GLJQLI\�XV"� ,V� LW� WKH�SHZ�
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WKDW�VWLIIHQV�XV"�,�PXVW�FRQIHVV��LWłV�EHHQ�DZKLOH�VLQFH�,łYH�EHHQ�
DFFXVHG�RI�KDYLQJ�WRR�PXFK�IXQ��+RZ�DERXW�\RX"ń��

-HVXV�was�DFFXVHG�RI�WKLV��2Q�RQH�RFFDVLRQ�KH�VKRW�EDFN�DW�KLV�
FULWLFV� ZLWK� WKLV�� FRPSDULQJ� KLPVHOI� ZLWK� -RKQ�� “For John the 
Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and 
you say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners’”� �/XNH�����ŋ����� ,W� VHHPV�
-HVXV�ZDV�DFFXVHG�RI�EHLQJ�NLQG�RI�D�OXVK��2I�FRXUVH�WKDW�ZDVQłW�
WUXH��EXW�LW�ZDV�WUXH�WKDW�KH�HQMR\HG�HDWLQJ�DQG�GULQNLQJ��

The Problem: The Wine Runs Out
6R� WKLV�ZDV� D�ZRQGHUIXO� FHOHEUDWLRQ��EXW� WKHQ�GLVDVWHU� VWULNHV��
,�GRQłW� WKLQN�ZH�FDQ�RYHUGUDPDWL]H� WKH�SDQLF� LQ�0DU\łV�ZRUGV��
“They have no more wine.” 7KLV�ZDV�D�JHQXLQH�FULVLV��,Q�D�-HZLVK�
ZHGGLQJ�IHDVW��WKH�JURRPłV�IDPLO\�ZHUH�WKH�KRVWV��7KH\�SDLG�IRU�
WKH�ZKROH�WKLQJ��+DYLQJ�PDUULHG�RII�WZR�GDXJKWHUV��,�ZLVK�WKDW�
ZDV�VWLOO�WUXH�WRGD\��,W�ZDV�WKH�JURRPłV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�SURYLGH�
ZLQH�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�ZHHN��7R�UXQ�RXW�RI�ZLQH�ZRXOG�EULQJ�VKDPH�
DQG�GLVJUDFH�RQ�KLV�IDPLO\��,�JHW�WKLV��:H�MXVW�SXW�RQ�D�ZHGGLQJ�
ODVW� -XO\� IRU�RQH�RI�RXU�GDXJKWHUV��+RZ�ZRXOG�ZH�KDYH� IHOW� LI�
ZH� UDQ� RXW� RI� IRRG� EHIRUH� DOO� WKH� JXHVWV� JRW� VHUYHG"� ,W�ZRXOG�
KDYH� EHHQ� KXPLOLDWLQJ�� ,Q� -HVXVł� GD\�� WR� UXQ� RXW� RI�ZLQH� DW� D�
ZHGGLQJ�ZDV�D�EUHDFK�RI�KRVSLWDOLW\�DQG�D�VRFLDO�QLJKWPDUH��$�
ODZVXLW� FRXOG� HYHQ� EH� ğOHG� DJDLQVW� WKHP� LI� WKH\� IDLOHG� LQ� WKLV�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�

,Q� WKH� %LEOH��ZLQH� LV� D� V\PERO� RI� MR\�� 7KH� DQFLHQW� UDEELV� VDLG��
Ń:LWKRXW�ZLQH�WKHUH�LV�QR�MR\�ń�$�ZHGGLQJ�LV�DOO�DERXW�MR\��7R�UXQ�
RXW�RI�ZLQH�ZDV�DOPRVW�OLNH�VD\LQJ�WKLV�ZLOO�EH�D�MR\OHVV�PDUULDJH��
3VDOP�������VD\V��“Wine gladdens human hearts.”�(FFOHVLDVWHV�
����VD\V��“Go eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine 
with a joyful heart...” 7KLV�LVQłW�HQFRXUDJLQJ�XV�WR�JR�RXW�DQG�JHW�
GUXQN��7KH�%LEOH�DOVR�ZDUQV�DERXW�WKH�DEXVH�RI�DOFRKRO��3URYHUEV�
�������(SKHVLDQV��������,WłV�ZRUWK�PHQWLRQLQJ�WKDW�ZLQH�LQ�-HVXVł�
GD\� ZDV� GLOXWHG�ZLWK�ZDWHU� DQG� WKH� DOFRKRO� FRQWHQW� ZDV� OHVV�
WKDQ�WKDW�RI�EHHU�WRGD\��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�JRRG�UHDVRQV�WRGD\�IRU�
people not�WR�GULQN��EXW�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�ZLQH�LVQłW�D�EDG�WKLQJ��LWłV�D�
JRRG�WKLQJ��LWłV�D�VLJQ�RI�MR\�DQG�EOHVVLQJ��6R��DJDLQ��WR�UXQ�RXW�RI�
ZLQH�DW�D�ZHGGLQJ�ZDV�D�QLJKWPDUH�

0RVW�RI�\RX�NQRZ�WKLV�VWRU\��<RX�NQRZ�ZKDWłV�JRLQJ�WR�KDSSHQ��
ULJKW"�-HVXV�ZLOO�VDYH�WKH�GD\�DQG�WXUQ�WKH�ZDWHU�LQWR�ZLQH��7KLV�
ZDV� LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�GRZQ�LQ�YHUVH����-RKQ�VD\V��“This was 
WKH�ğUVW�RI�WKH�VLJQV�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�KH�UHYHDOHG�KLV�JORU\���ń�$V�ZH�
JR�WKURXJK�-RKQ��ŋ���ZHłOO�VHH�VHYHQ�RI�WKHVH�VLJQV��7KDW�ZRUG�
ŃVLJQń�LV�LPSRUWDQW��7KLV�ZDV�D�PLUDFOH��EXW�LW�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�D�
PLUDFOH�EHFDXVH� OLNH�D� VLJQ� LW�SRLQWHG� WR� VRPHWKLQJ�� LW�SRLQWHG�
WR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�-HVXV�DQG�ZKDW�KH�FDPH�WR�GR��7KH�DSRVWOH�
-RKQ�� ZKR� LV� WHOOLQJ� WKLV� VWRU\�� LV� DOZD\V� WKLQNLQJ� DERXW� WKH�
GHHSHU� VSLULWXDO�PHDQLQJ�RI� HYHQWV�� )RU�H[DPSOH��KH�PHQWLRQV�
LQ�Y����WKDW�WKLV�DOO�KDSSHQHG�RQ�WKH�WKLUG�GD\��:K\�GRHV�KH�DGG�

WKDW"�:HOO��-HVXV�ZDV�UDLVHG�RQ�WKH�WKLUG�GD\��7KLV�LV�D�KLQW�RI�WKH�
VLJQLğFDQFH�RI�WKLV�PLUDFOH��LW�ZDV�D�PLUDFOH�RI�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��RI�
EULQJLQJ�OLIH�RXW�RI�GHDWK��7KHUHłV�DOVR�D�GHHSHU�PHDQLQJ�LQ�WKHVH�
ZRUGV� “They have no more wine.”�:HłUH�EHLQJ�LQYLWHG�WR�UHĠHFW�
RQ�RXU�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�OLIH��HVSHFLDOO\�OLIH�DSDUW�IURP�&KULVW��

/LIH�ZLWKRXW�&KULVW�LV�OLIH�ZLWKRXW�ZLQH��DQG�ZLWKRXW�ZLQH��WKHUHłV�
QR�MR\��$SDUW�IURP�KLP��WKH�MR\�RI�OLIH�UXQV�RXW��1R�PDWWHU�ZKR�
\RX�DUH��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�JRRG�WKH�ZLQH�LV�WKDW�\RXłYH�WDVWHG��WKHUH�
FRPHV�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�WKH�MR\�UXQV�RXW��2IWHQ��LWłV�ZKHQ�OLIH�LV�DW�LWV�
YHU\�EHVW� WKDW�ZH�GLVFRYHU� WKDW��:KHQ�RXU� OLIH� LV� IXOO�RI�DOO� WKH�
WKLQJV�ZH� WKRXJKW�ZRXOG�PDNH�XV�KDSS\�� OLNH�ZHDOWK�� IULHQGV��
IDPLO\�DQG�VXFFHVV�� WKDWłV�RIWHQ�ZKHQ�VRPHKRZ�WKH�ZLQH� IDLOV�
DQG�OLIH�ORVHV�LWV�VSDUNOH��

,�KHDUG�D�VWRU\�DERXW�$ODQ�6KHSDUG��,Q������KH�EHFDPH�WKH�ğUVW�
$PHULFDQ�WR�WUDYHO�LQWR�VSDFH��7HQ�\HDUV�ODWHU��DW�DJH�����KH�SL�
ORWHG�WKH�$SROOR����PLVVLRQ�DQG�EHFDPH�WKH�ğIWK�SHUVRQ�WR�ZDON�
RQ� WKH�PRRQ��'XULQJ� WKH�PLVVLRQ�KH�KLW� WZR�JROI�EDOOV�RQ� WKH�
OXQDU�VXUIDFH��2QH�GD\��DIWHU�DOO� WKDW�VXFFHVV�DQG�QRWRULHW\��KH�
ZDV�VLWWLQJ�LQ�)UDQN�6LQDWUDłV�EDFN\DUG�LQ�3DOP�6SULQJV��,W�ZDV�D�
EHDXWLIXO� QLJKW�� 6KHSDUG�ZDV�GULQNLQJ� D�PDUWLQL� DQG� VRPHRQH�
ORRNHG� XS� LQWR� WKH� GHVHUW� VN\� DQG� SRLQWHG� DW� WKH� PRRQ� DQG�
VDLG� WR�KLP�� Ń&DQ�\RX�EHOLHYH� LW"�<RXłYH�EHHQ�WKHUH�DQG�EDFN�ń�
6KHSDUG�ORRNHG�GRZQ��VWLUUHG�KLV�PDUWLQL��DQG�WKHQ�VDLG��Ń7KDWłV�
ZK\�,�GULQN�ń�+H�ZDVQłW�MRNLQJ��+H�ZDV�VD\LQJ��Ń:KDWłV�OHIW�DIWHU�
WKDW"ń�+H�ZDV�VD\LQJ��Ń7KHUHłV�QR�PRUH�ZLQH�ń

<RX� FDQ� PDNH� WKDW� GLVFRYHU\� ZKHQ� \RXłUH� D� WHHQDJHU�� D� FRO�
OHJH� VWXGHQW�� D� ���\HDU�ROG� ZLWK� WZR� NLGV�� RU� LQ� PLGGOH� DJH��
(YHQWXDOO\�� LW�KDSSHQV� WR�HYHU\RQH�� WKH�ZLQH� UXQV�RXW��7KH� MR\�
DQG�H[KLODUDWLRQ�RI� OLIH� LV�JRQH��3HRSOH� FRSH� LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V��
6RPH�IRONV�MXVW�JULQG�LW�RXW�DQG�SUHWHQG�WR�EH�ğQH��2WKHUV�NHHS�
ORRNLQJ� IRU� WKH�QH[W� H[FLWLQJ�ğ[�� 6WLOO� RWKHUV� MXVW� JURZ�ROG� DQG�
ELWWHU��%XW�LW�GRHVQłW�KDYH�WR�EH�WKDW�ZD\��7KDWłV�ZKDW�PDNHV�WKLV�
VLJQ�VR�LPSRUWDQW��

The Solution: Jesus Turns Water into Good Wine
/HWłV�JHW�EDFN�WR�WKH�VWRU\��0DU\�WHOOV�-HVXV��“They have no more 
wine.” 0DU\�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�DQ�DJHQGD��7KLV�LV�KHU�ROGHVW�VRQ��:H�
GRQłW� NQRZ�KRZ� ORQJ�KHU�KXVEDQG�KDG�EHHQ�JRQH��EXW�DV�KHU�
ROGHVW�VRQ�VKHłG�EHHQ�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�-HVXV�LQ�VLWXDWLRQV�OLNH�WKLV�
IRU�\HDUV�� ,�GRQłW�WKLQN�0DU\�ZDV�H[SHFWLQJ�D�PLUDFOH�KHUH��EXW�
VKH�ZDV�H[SHFWLQJ�KLP�WR�VRPHKRZ�ğ[�WKH�SUREOHP��OLNH�,łP�VXUH�
KH�KDG�PDQ\�WLPHV�EHIRUH�

-HVXVł�UHVSRQVH�VRXQGV�KDUVK��“Women, why do you involve me? 
My hour has not yet come.” 7R�XV� WKDW�VRXQGV�UXGH��7KDWłV�QR�
ZD\�IRU�HYHQ�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�WR�WDON�WR�KLV�PRWKHU��%XW�LQ�WKDW�GD\�
Ń:RPDQń�ZDV�D�WLWOH�RI�UHVSHFW��+HłOO�XVH�WKH�VDPH�IRUP�RI�DG�
GUHVV�ZKHQ�KH�VSHDNV�WR�KHU�IURP�WKH�FURVV�DQG�PDNHV�SURYLVLRQ�
IRU�KHU�FDUH��,WłV�OLNH�FDOOLQJ�VRPHRQH�Ń0DłDPń�WRGD\��$W�WKH�VDPH�
WLPH��WKLV�LV�DQ�XQXVXDO�ZD\�WR�DGGUHVV�\RXU�RZQ�PRWKHU��-HVXV�
GRHV�GLVWDQFH�KLPVHOI�D�ELW�KHUH�IURP�0DU\��“Why do you involve 



me?ń�+H�ZDQWV�KHU�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�VKH�GRHVQłW�KDYH�D�KROG�RQ�KLP��
+HłV�QRZ�WDNLQJ�KLV�PDUFKLQJ�RUGHUV�IURP�KLV�+HDYHQO\�)DWKHU��
,Q�-RKQ������KH�VD\V��“I always do what pleases him.”�:KHQ�KH�
PHQWLRQV�WKDW�KLV�ŃKRXUń�KDV�QRW�\HW�FRPH�KHłV�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�
WR�WKH�FURVV��(YHQ�WKLV�HDUO\�LQ�KLV�PLQLVWU\��-HVXV�NQHZ�ZK\�KH�
FDPH�DQG�ZKHUH�WKDW�ZRXOG�OHDG��+H�NQHZ�WKDW�ZKHQ�KLV�SXEOLF�
PLQLVWU\�EHJDQ�� WKH� FORFN�ZRXOG� VWDUW� WLFNLQJ��8QWLO� WKH� WLPLQJ�
ZDV�ULJKW�IRU�KLP�WR�DFW��KH�ZRXOGQłW�GR�D�WKLQJ��+LV�)DWKHU�ZRXOG�
GHWHUPLQH�WKH�ŃZKHQ�ń�

0DU\�DFFHSWV�WKDW��6KH�WHOOV�WKH�VHUYDQWV��“Do whatever he tells 
you.” 0DU\�KDVQłW�JLYHQ�XS�KRSH��EXW�VKHłV�QRZ�ZLOOLQJ�WR�MXVW�
OHDYH�LW�LQ�KLV�KDQGV��6KHłV�\LHOGHG��EXW�VWLOO�H[SHFWDQW��6KHłV�QRW�
WU\LQJ�WR�GLFWDWH�KHU�VRQłV�DFWLRQV��EXW�VKH�GRHV�VWLOO�KDYH�KRSH�
KHłOO� GR� VRPHWKLQJ�� 0DU\� WHDFKHV� XV� VRPHWKLQJ� KHUH� DERXW�
SUD\HU��6KHłV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�JHQXLQH�IDLWK��6HYHUDO� WLPHV� LQ�WKH�
JRVSHOV�-HVXV�LQLWLDOO\�VD\V�QR�WR�D�UHTXHVW��EXW�WKHQ�ODWHU�IXOğOOV�
WKDW�UHTXHVW�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�D�SHUVRQłV�IDLWK��,Q�SUD\HU�WKHUHłV�WKLV�
FXULRXV�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�PDNLQJ�EROG�UHTXHVWV�DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�
WLPH�VXUUHQGHULQJ�WR�*RGłV�ZLOO�DQG�WLPLQJ��0DU\�GRHV�WKDW���

6R�-HVXV�WHOOV�WKH�VHUYDQWV��“Fill the jars with water.”�+HłV�WDONLQJ�
DERXW� WKH� VL[� VWRQH�ZDWHU� MDUV� WKDW�ZHUH� XVHG� IRU� -HZLVK� FHU�
HPRQLDO� SXULğFDWLRQ�� (DFK� RI� WKHP� KHOG� DERXW� ��� JDOORQV�� 6R�
WKH\�ğOOHG�WKHP�WR�WKH�EULP�DQG�-HVXV�WHOOV�WKHP�WR�GUDZ�VRPH�
RXW�DQG�WDNH�LW�WR�WKH�KHDG�ZDLWHU��7KH\�GLG�MXVW�WKDW�DQG�ZKHQ�
WKH�KHDG�ZDLWHU�WDVWHG�WKH�ZDWHU�WKDW�KDG�WXUQHG�LQWR�ZLQH�KH�
IRXQG�WKH�EULGHJURRP�DQG�VDLG��Ń6LU��\RXłYH�JRW�WKLV�WKLQJ�WXUQHG�
DURXQG��<RXłUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�VHUYH�WKH�JRRG�ZLQH�ğUVW�DQG�WKHQ�
ZKHQ�WKH�JXHVWV�DUH�IHHOLQJ�JRRG�\RX�VHUYH�WKH�FKHDS�VWXII�EH�
FDXVH�WKH\�ZRQłW�NQRZ�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH��<HW�\RXłYH�VDYHG�WKH�EHVW�
ŁWLOO�ODVW��:KDWłV�WKH�GHDO"ń�

,WłV�TXLWH�D�PLUDFOH�� \RX�NQRZ��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��PRVW�RI�XV�KDYH�
UHDG�WKH�VWRU\�VR�PDQ\�WLPHV�LWłV�OLNH�QR�ELJ�GHDO��%XW�WKH�ZDWHU�
UHDOO\� GLG� EHFRPH�ZLQH�� ,Q� KLV� ERRN�Miracles�� &�b 6�b /HZLV� VD\V�
HYHU\�PLUDFOH�RI� -HVXV� LV� VLPSO\� D� NLQG�RI� VKRUW�FLUFXLWLQJ�RI� D�
QDWXUDO� SURFHVV�� D� GRLQJ� LQVWDQWO\� VRPHWKLQJ� ZKLFK� QRUPDOO\�
WDNHV�PXFK�ORQJHU��+H�VD\V��Ń(DFK�PLUDFOH�ZULWHV�IRU�XV�LQ�VPDOO�
OHWWHUV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�*RG�KDV�DOUHDG\�ZULWWHQ��RU�ZLOO�ZULWH��LQ�
OHWWHUV�DOPRVW�WRR�ODUJH�WR�EH�QRWLFHG��DFURVV�WKH�ZKROH�FDQYDV�RI�
QDWXUH�ń�7KDWłV�ZKDW�-HVXV�GRHV�KHUH��+H�RYHUODSV�WKH�HOHPHQWV�
RI�WLPH��RI�JURZWK��JDWKHULQJ��FUXVKLQJ�DQG�IHUPHQWLQJ��+H�WDNHV�
ZDWHU��DQ�LQRUJDQLF�VXEVWDQFH��DQG�ZLWKRXW�D�ZRUG��ZLWKRXW�DQ\�
OD\LQJ�RQ�RI�KDQGV��LQ�XWWHU�VLPSOLFLW\��WKH�ZDWHU�EHFRPHV�ZLQH��
DQ�RUJDQLF� OLTXLG��D�SURGXFW�RI� IHUPHQWDWLRQ��EHORQJLQJ� WR� WKH�
UHDOP�RI� OLIH��7KXV�KH�VKRZV�KHłV�/RUG�RI�FUHDWLRQ�DQG�KDV� WKH�
DELOLW\�WR�PDVWHU�WKH�SURFHVVHV�RI�QDWXUH��-RKQ�VD\V�GRZQ�LQ�YHUVH�
���WKDW�LW�ZDV�VLJQV�OLNH�WKLV�WKDW�UHYHDOHG�KLV�JORU\�DQG�EURXJKW�
WKH�GLVFLSOHV� WR�EHOLHYH�� %HOLHYH�ZKDW"� 7KDW�KH�ZDV� LQGHHG� WKH�
6RQ�RI�*RG�� WKH�:RUG�PDGH�ĠHVK�� WKH�2QH�WKURXJK�ZKRP�DOO�
WKLQJV�FDPH�LQWR�EHLQJ��:LOOLDP�7HPSOH�VDLG�LW�EHVW��Ń7KH�PRGHVW�
ZDWHU�VDZ�LWV�*RG�DQG�EOXVKHG�ń�

6R� WKH� KHDG� ZDLWHU� TXHVWLRQV� WKH� EULGHJURRP� DERXW� ZK\� KH�
VDYHG�WKH�EHVW�IRU�ODVW�DQG�WKH�VWRU\�HQGV�WKHUH��:HłUH�QRW�WROG�
ZKDW� WKH� EULGHJURRP� VDLG�� ,W� VHHPV� KH�ZDV� VPDUW� HQRXJK� WR�
NHHS�KLV�PRXWK�VKXW�DQG�WR�WDNH�FUHGLW�IRU�WKH�ZKROH�LQFLGHQW��
+HłV�OLNH��Ń<HDK��,�VDYHG�WKH�6LOYHU�2DN�IRU�ODVW��:KDWłV�LW�WR�\RX"ń

When the Wine Runs Out, Jesus Supplies What’s 
More and Better
7KH�SRLQW�RI�WKH�VWRU\�LV�ZKHQ�WKH�ZLQH�UXQV�RXW��-HVXV�VXSSOLHV�
ZKDWłV�PRUH�DQG�ZKDWłV�EHWWHU��$W�WKH�PRVW�EDVLF�OHYHO��WKLV�VWRU\�
UHYHDOV�KRZ�WKH�QHZ�ZLQH�-HVXV�EULQJV�VXUSDVVHV�WKH�SODLQ�ZDWHU�
RI�UHOLJLRQ��7KH�-HZLVK�YHVVHOV�RI�SXULğFDWLRQ�DUH�QRZ�EHLQJ�ğOOHG�
ZLWK�QHZ�WKLQJV��EHWWHU�WKLQJV��7KH�ZLQH�WKDWłV�EHHQ�VHUYHG�DO�
UHDG\�WKURXJK�-HZLVK�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�ULWXDO�LV�H[KDXVWHG�DQG�-HVXVł�
QHZ�ZLQH�LV�UHSODFLQJ�LW��-HVXV�FKDQJHV�WKH�ZDWHU�RI�UHOLJLRQ�LQWR�
WKH�ZLQH�RI�KLV�NLQJGRP��DQG�LWłV�PRUH�DQG�EHWWHU����

5HOLJLRQ� FDQłW� SXULI\� XV� IURP� VLQ�� 5HOLJLRQ� FDQ�PDNH� \RX� ORRN�
JRRG�� ,W� FDQ�ZDVK� WKH�RXWVLGH�RI� \RXU� OLIH�� EXW� LW� FDQłW� FOHDQVH�
\RX�GHHS�ZLWKLQ��/DWHU�LQ�WKLV�YHU\�JRVSHO��-HVXV�ZLOO�WDNH�D�FXS�RI�
ZLQH�DQG�VD\�WR�KLV�GLVFLSOHV� “This is my blood which is poured 
for you.” 7KDWłV�KRZ�ZHłUH�FOHDQVHG�� ,VDLDK�VDLG��“Though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
are red as crimson, they shall be like wool”� �,VDLDK��������2QO\�
-HVXV�FDQ�GR�WKDW��2QO\�KH�ZDV�WKH�/DPE�RI�*RG�ZKR�WDNHV�DZD\�
WKH�VLQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��

1RU� FDQ� UHOLJLRQ�HPSRZHU�XV� WR�GR�ZKDWłV� ULJKW�� ,W� FDQ� WHOO� XV�
ZKDWłV�ULJKW��,W�FDQ�KROG�D�KDPPHU�RYHU�RXU�KHDG�DQG�WKUHDWHQ�
WKDW� LI�ZH�GRQłW�GR�ULJKW�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�SD\�GHDUO\��EXW� LW�FDQłW�
HQDEOH�XV� WR�GR� LW��3DXO�ZURWH��“I have the desire to do what is 
good, but I cannot carry it out”� �5RPDQV�����E���%XW� WKH�QHZ�
DQG�EHWWHU�ZLQH�WKDW�-HVXV�EULQJV�FDQ�UHDOO\�FKDQJH�XV��/DWHU�3DXO�
ZURWH��“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, that person is a new 
creation. The old has gone, the new is here!”����&RULQWKLDQV�������

,�PHW�ZLWK�D�ZRPDQ�WKLV�ZHHN�ZKR�LV�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�D�OLYHU�WUDQV�
SODQW�� 6HYHUDO� \HDUV� DJR� VKH�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ� DV� D� QXUVH� DQG�ZDV�
VWXFN�E\�D�QHHGOH�ZKLFK�UHVXOWHG�KHU�JHWWLQJ�+HSDWLWLV�&��7KHQ�
WKDW�UHVXOWHG�LQ�FDQFHU��7KH�VWUDQJH�WKLQJ�DERXW�LW�LV�WKDW�VKHłV�IXOO�
RI�MR\��6KH�WROG�PH�VKHłV�UHDOO\�WRUQ��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��VKH�ZDQWV�
WR�VWLFN�DURXQG�EHFDXVH�VKH�ORYHV�KHU�IDPLO\��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��
VKH�ZDQWV�WR�EH�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG��7KHUHłV�QR�ELWWHUQHVV��6KHłV�QRW�
EODPLQJ�DQ\RQH�IRU�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�KHU��7KHUHłV�D�VZHHWQHVV�
WR�KHU�SUHVHQFH��6KHłV�IXOO\�VXUUHQGHUHG�WR�ZKDW�*RG�ZDQWV��EXW�
VKHłV� IXOO�RI� OLIH�DQG� MR\�� ,łYH�VHHQ�SHRSOH� LQ�WKH�VDPH�VLWXDWLRQ�
UHDFW� VR�GLIIHUHQWO\��:KHUH�GRHV� WKDW� FRPH� IURP"�7KDW� FRPHV�
IURP�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG�LQ�KHU�OLIH��7KDWłV�QRW�KHU��WKDWłV�KLP�
LQ�KHU��

5HOLJLRQ� FDQłW� SURYLGH� D�PRWLYH� RWKHU� WKDQ� JXLOW� DQG� IHDU�� EXW�
-HVXV� JLYHV� XV� D� QHZ� PRWLYDWLRQŌORYH� DQG� JUDWLWXGH�� :KLFK�
ZRXOG�\RX�UDWKHU�VHH�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�FKLOGUHQ"�'R�\RX�ZDQW�WKHP�
WR�REH\�\RX�RXW�RI�JXLOW�DQG�IHDU��RU�RXW�RI�ORYH�DQG�JUDWLWXGH"�,Q�
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WKH�VDPH�SDVVDJH�IURP���&RULQWKLDQV�,�TXRWHG�DERYH��3DXO�VDLG��
“For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one 
died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all that those 
who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who 
died for them and was raised for again” ���&RULQWKLDQV������������

,Q�VKRUW��WKH�ZDWHU�RI�VHOI�HIIRUW��OHJDOLVP��IDLOXUH��JXLOW�DQG�IHDU�
LV� WUDQVIRUPHG� E\� WKH� ZLQH� RI� IRUJLYHQHVV�� IUHHGRP� DQG� MR\��
6RPHWLPHV�� WKRXJK�� HYHQ� DV� EHOLHYHUV�� WKH�ZLQH� UXQV� RXW��:H�
VWDUW�RXW�ZLWK�VR�PXFK�MR\��EXW�VRPHWKLQJ�KDSSHQV��:KDW�ZDV�
RQFH�QHZ�EHFRPHV�ROG�DQG�URXWLQH��7KH�WKLQJV�ZH�RQFH�GLG�RXW�
RI�ORYH�DQG�JUDWLWXGH�EHFRPH�GUHDGHG�REOLJDWLRQV��5HDGLQJ�WKH�
%LEOH�� JRLQJ� WR� FKXUFK�� VHUYLQJ� LQ� PLQLVWU\�� ZLWQHVVLQJ� WR� RXU�
IULHQGVŌLW�DOO�EHFRPHV�SHUIXQFWRU\��:H�ORVH�RXU�VHQVH�RI�DZH��
:H�ORVH�WKH�IUHVKQHVV�LQ�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KLP��,łYH�FHUWDLQO\�
H[SHULHQFHG�WKDW�� ,�EHOLHYH� LQ�WKRVH�WLPHV�ZH�FDQ�FRPH�WR�KLP�
DQG�VD\��Ń/RUG��ğOO�WKH�MDUV�DJDLQ��)LOO�WKHP�WR�WKH�EULP��7XUQ�WKH�
SODLQ�ZDWHU�RI�DOO�P\�UHOLJLRQ�LQWR�WKH�QHZ�ZLQH�RI�\RXU�NLQJGRP��
7KH�ZLQH�RI�MR\�ń�,�EHOLHYH�KHłOO�GR�WKDW��:KHQ�WKH�ZLQH�UXQV�RXW��
LI�ZH�FRPH�WR�KLP�KHłOO�VXSSO\�ZKDWłV�PRUH�DQG�ZKDWłV�EHWWHU�

%XW�ZH�KDYH�WR�FRPH�WR�KLP��:H�KDYH�WR�VWRS�SUHWHQGLQJ�DQG�
FRQIHVV�RXU�QHHG��:H�KDYH�WR�SXW�RXU�IDLWK�LQ�KLP��-RKQ�UHPLQGV�
XV� LQ�YHUVH���� WKDW�QRW�HYHU\RQH� UHFRJQL]HG�KLV�JORU\� WKURXJK�

WKLV�VLJQ��7KH�VHUYDQWV�VDZ�WKH�VLJQ�EXW�QRW�WKH�JORU\��,W�ZDV�WKH�
GLVFLSOHV�ZKR�QRW�RQO\�VDZ�WKH�VLJQ�EXW�E\�IDLWK�VDZ�*RGłV�JORU\�
EHKLQG�WKH�VLJQ�DQG�EHOLHYHG��7KH\�SXW�WKHLU�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV��(YHQ�
WKRXJK� WKH� HQWLUH� WRZQ� HQMR\HG� WKH� ZLQH�� RQO\� D� KDQGIXO� RI�
SHRSOH�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�VLJQLğFDQFH�RI�*RGłV�JORU\�

2QH�WKLQJ�ZH�NQRZ��LI�ZH�SXW�RXU�IDLWK�LQ�KLP�QRZ�WKH�GD\�ZLOO�
FRPH�ZKHQ�RXU�MR\�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�IXOO�DQG�LW�ZLOO�QHYHU�UXQ�RXW��
3HUKDSV� LWłV�QR�PLVWDNH� WKDW� WKLV�ğUVW� VLJQ�KDSSHQHG�DW�D�ZHG�
GLQJ�� <RX� VHH�� WKHUHłV� DQRWKHU� ZHGGLQJ� ZH� ORRN� IRUZDUG� WR��
:KHQ�-HVXV�JDYH�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�WKH�ZLQH�DW�WKH�ODVW�VXSSHU�KH�VDLG�
WR�WKHP��“I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes”��/XNH���������+H�ZDV�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�
ZKDW�ZH�FDOO�WKH�ZHGGLQJ�IHDVW�RI�WKH�ODPE��-RKQ�ZURWH�DERXW�
WKLV�ODWHU�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�5HYHODWLRQ��+H�VDLG��“Let us rejoice and 
give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his 
bride has made herself ready” �5HYHODWLRQ�������

7KH�GD\�ZLOO�FRPH�IRU�KLV�IROORZHUV�ZKHQ�WKH�ZLQH�ZLOO�QHYHU�UXQ�
RXW��EXW�XQWLO�WKDW�WLPH�DUULYHV��NHHS�FRPLQJ�WR�KLP�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


