
7RGD\� ZHłUH� ğQLVKLQJ� RXU� VHULHV� RQ� WKH� OLIH� RI� .LQJ� 6RORPRQ��
:HłYH�FDOOHG�WKLV�VHULHV�Ń7KH�:LVHVW�)RROń�EHFDXVH�WKDW�GHVFULEHV�
6RORPRQ�WR�D�WHH��+H�ZDV�JLYHQ�JUHDW�ZLVGRP�IURP�*RG��EXW�KH�
VTXDQGHUHG�LW�RQ�IRROLVK�OLYLQJ��:H�VDZ�ODVW�ZHHN�KRZ�6RORPRQ�
KDG�EHHQ�RQ�D�JUDGXDO�WUDMHFWRU\�DZD\�IURP�*RG�IRU�VRPH�WLPH��
,W�VWDUWHG�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�D�\RXQJ�PDQ�DQG�FKRVH�WR�PDNH�D�SR-
OLWLFDO�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�NLQJ�RI�(J\SW�E\�PDUU\LQJ�KLV�GDXJKWHU��
1R�ELJ�GHDO��ULJKW"�%XW�WKHQ�RYHU�WLPH�KH�PDGH�PRUH�DQG�JUHDWHU�
FRPSURPLVHV��%\�WKH�WLPH�ZH�JHW� WR�FKDSWHU�����KLV�KHDUW�ZDV�
VHULRXVO\�GLYLGHG�

<HW� ZH� KDYHQłW� UHDFKHG� WKH� HQG� RI� 6RORPRQłV� VWRU\�� 7KH� ZD\�
6RORPRQ�KDV�EHHQ�OLYLQJ�EHJV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��:KHUHłV�*RG�LQ�DOO�
RI� WKLV"�:HłYH� VHHQ�*RG�VKRZ�XS� LQ�6RORPRQłV� OLIH� WZLFH��7KH�
ğUVW�WLPH�KH�RIIHUHG�WR�JUDQW�DQ\�UHTXHVW�KH�DVNHG�IRU��6RORPRQ�
DVNHG�IRU�D�ZLVH�DQG�GLVFHUQLQJ�KHDUW��DQG�*RG�ZDV�SOHDVHG�DQG�
SURPLVHG�WR�JLYH�KLP�QRW�RQO\�WKDW�EXW�ZHDOWK�DQG�KRQRU�DV�ZHOO��
7KH�VHFRQG�WLPH�ZDV�PRUH�RPLQRXV��*RG�SUHVHQWHG�KLP�ZLWK�D�
FKRLFH��Ń,I�\RX�ZDON�EHIRUH�PH�IDLWKIXOO\��,łOO�EOHVV�\RX��EXW�LI�\RX�
WXUQ�DZD\�IURP�PH��WKHUHłOO�EH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�ERWK�\RX��\RXU�
IDPLO\�DQG�\RXU�NLQJGRP�ń

7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV��QRZ�WKDW�6RORPRQ�KDV�WXUQHG�DZD\�IURP�*RG��
ZKDW�ZLOO�*RG�GR"�,�PHDQ��ZKDW�NLQG�RI�*RG�LV�KH"�'R�\RX�HYHU�
ZRQGHU�WKDW"�,V�KH�D�*RG�ZKR�SDVVLYHO\�VWDQGV�E\�DQG�ZDWFKHV�
DV�ZH�GHVWUR\�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�RWKHUV"�/HWłV� IDFH� LW��DW� WLPHV�*RG�
VHHPV�UDWKHU�SDVVLYH��VWDQGLQJ�RII� WR�WKH�VLGH� OLNH�D�FDVXDO�RE-
VHUYHU�ZKR�GRHVQłW�ZDQW�WR�EXWW�LQ��:H�ZRQGHU�LI�KHłV�D�*RG�ZKR�
LQYROYHV�KLPVHOI�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��,I�VR��ZKHUH�LV�KH"�+RZ�GR�ZH�NQRZ�
ZKHQ�LWłV�KLP"�+RZ�GR�ZH�LGHQWLI\�KLV�ğQJHUSULQWV"

7KH� ODVW�VHFWLRQ�RI���.LQJV����DGGUHVVHV�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV��)URP�
WKLV�VWRU\�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�OHDUQ�IRXU�WKLQJV�DERXW�*RG�DQG�KRZ�KH�
UHVSRQGV�WR�XV�LQ�RXU�VLQ�DQG�UHEHOOLRQ�

God’s Anger
The Lord became angry with Solomon because his 
heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of 
Israel, who had appeared to him twice. Although 
he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, 
Solomon did not keep the Lord’s command (verses 
9–10).

7KH�ğUVW�WKLQJ�ZH�OHDUQ�LV�IRXQG�LQ�YHUVHV��ŋ����1RWLFH�LW�ZDVQłW�
MXVW�WKH�VLQ�*RG�ZDV�DQJU\�DW��+H�ZDV�DQJU\�DW�WKH�VLQQHU�KLP-
VHOIŌ6RORPRQ�� +H� ZDV� WKH� REMHFW� RI� *RGłV� DQJHU�� RU� ZKDWłV�
VRPHWLPHV� FDOOHG� KLV� ZUDWK�� 7KLV� FRQIURQWV� XV� ZLWK� D� ELEOLFDO�

WUXWK�PRVW�RI�XV�ZRXOG�UDWKHU�QRW�WDON�DERXW��HYHQ�LI�ZH�EHOLHYH�
LW��

7KHVH�DUH�GD\V�ZKHQ�SHRSOH�ZDQW�WKH�IUHHGRP�WR�GR�ZKDWHYHU�
WKH\�ZDQW�WR�GR�ZKHQHYHU�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�GR�LW��7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�
WUXH� LQ� WKH�:HVWHUQ� ZRUOG�� ZKHUH� ZH� OLNH� WR� WKLQN� ZKDW� ZH�
GR� LV� QRERG\łV� EXVLQHVV� EXW� RXU� RZQ��:H� WDNH� RIIHQVH�ZKHQ�
DQ\RQH�FKDOOHQJHV�RXU�PRUDOLW\��Ń<RX�FDQłW�GR�WKDW��:KDWłV�\RXU�
SUREOHP"�<RX�KDYH�QR�ULJKW�WR� MXGJH�PH�ń�7KH�XQZULWWHQ�FRGH�
VD\V�QRERG\�KDV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�VD\�ZKDW�,�GR�LV�ZURQJ�EHFDXVH�LI�LW�
ZRUNV�IRU�PH�LW�PXVW�EH�ULJKW��'RQłW�WU\�WR�EULQJ�*RG�LQWR�WKH�GLV-
FXVVLRQ��*RG�LV�EDVLFDOO\�VHHQ�DV�D�NLQG�DQG�KDUPOHVV�ROG�JUDQGSD�
ZKR�LV�WKHUH�WR�GR�QLFH�WKLQJV�IRU�SHRSOH�

%XW�WKH�*RG�ZKR�SXW�6RORPRQ�RQ�WKH�WKURQH�LV�D�*RG�ZKR�JHWV�
DQJU\��7KH�DQJHU�RI�*RG� LVQłW�DQ� LUUDWLRQDO�HPRWLRQ�� ,W� LVQłW�DQ�
LUDWH�DQG�UHFNOHVV�UDJH��,W�LVQłW�D�FKDUDFWHU�ĠDZ�RU�D�EOHPLVK�RQ�
*RGłV� JRRG� UHSXWDWLRQ�ZH� VKRXOG� EH� HPEDUUDVVHG� DERXW�� 7KH�
DQJHU�RI�*RG�LV�VLPSO\�DQ�RXWJURZWK�RI�KLV�KROLQHVV��,WłV�KLV�DEVR-
OXWH�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�XQJRGOLQHVV��-RKQ�6WRWW�GHğQHG�LW�DV�KLV�ŃULJK-
WHRXV�UHDFWLRQ�WR�HYLO��KLV�LPSODFDEOH�KRVWLOLW\�WR�LW��KLV�UHIXVDO�WR�
FRQGRQH�LW��DQG�KLV�MXGJPHQW�XSRQ�LW�ń�,I�*RG�LV�SULVWLQHO\�KRO\��
KRZ�FRXOG�KH�UHVSRQG�WR�VLQ�ZLWK�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�DQJHU"

*RG�KDV�JRRG�UHDVRQ�WR�EH�DQJU\�DW�6RORPRQ��,W�VD\V�“his heart 
had turned away from the Lord.”�*RG�ORRNV�EHQHDWK�WKH�VXUIDFH�
DW�WKH�KHDUW��*RG�LV�ZRUWK\�RI�DOO�RXU�DIIHFWLRQ��+H�GHVHUYHV�DOO�RI�
RXU�ORYH��6RORPRQ�VWDUWHG�RXW�ORYLQJ�*RG�ZLWK�DOO�KLV�KHDUW��EXW�
KHłG�IRUVDNHQ�KLV�ğUVW�ORYH��+H�ORYHG�KLV�IRUHLJQ�ZLYHV�DQG�WKHQ�
KH�ZHQW�RQ�WR�IROORZ�DIWHU�WKHLU�JRGV��7KHUHłV�D�NLQG�RI�KRO\�MHDO-
RXV\�WKDW�*RG�KDV�WRZDUGV�XV��/LNH�D�SDVVLRQDWH�KXVEDQG��KHłV�
SRVVHVVLYH��KH�KDV�H[FOXVLYH�FODLP�RQ�KLV�ORYHUłV�DIIHFWLRQV��,W�VD\V�
6RORPRQ�KDG�IRUVDNHQ�*RG�GHVSLWH�WKH�IDFW�*RG�KDG�“appeared 
to him twice.” 9HU\�IHZ�SHRSOH�HYHU�KDYH�D�GLUHFW�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�
*RG��EXW�6RORPRQ�H[SHULHQFHG�WKDW� WZLFH��ZKLFK�PDGH�KLV�VLQ�
HYHQ�ZRUVH��$V� LW� VD\V��“he did not keep the Lord’s command.” 
+H�EURNH�WKH�ğUVW�FRPPDQGPHQW�E\�KDYLQJ�RWKHU�JRGV�EHIRUH�
<DKZHK��+H�EURNH�WKH�VHFRQG�FRPPDQGPHQW�E\�PDNLQJ�LGROV��
+H�EURNH�WKH�ğIWK�FRPPDQGPHQW�EHFDXVH�KLV�VLQ�GLVKRQRUHG�KLV�
IDWKHU�'DYLG��$QG�KH�EURNH�WKH�VHYHQWK�FRPPDQGPHQW�E\�FRP-
PLWWLQJ�DGXOWHU\��6R�HYHQ�IURP�D�KXPDQ�VWDQGSRLQW��*RGłV�DQJHU�
LV�HQWLUHO\�MXVWLğHG��

,łYH�EHHQ�DVNLQJ�P\VHOI�DOO�ZHHN��LI�ZHłUH�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��KRZ�LV�LW�
SRVVLEOH�IRU�*RG�WR�EH�DQJU\�ZLWK�XV"�:HłYH�EHHQ�IRUJLYHQ��ULJKW"�
+DYHQłW�ZH�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�&KULVW"�+RZ�FRXOG�
KH�EH�DQJU\�ZLWK�XV"�,�KDYH�OXQFK�WZLFH�D�PRQWK�ZLWK�RQH�RI�RXU�
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IRUPHU�HOGHUV��5DOSK�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�ZLVHVW�PHQ�,�NQRZ��,�UHVSHFW�
KLP�OLNH�IHZ�RWKHUV��7KLV�SDVW�ZHHN�ZH�KDG�OXQFK�DQG�,�KDG�WKLV�
WH[W�RQ�P\�PLQG�DQG�,�DVNHG�KLP��Ń5DOSK��LV�LW�SRVVLEOH�IRU�*RG�
WR�EH�DQJU\�ZLWK�XV"ń�,�FDQłW�UHFDOO�KLV�H[DFW�ZRUGV��EXW�KH�VDLG�
VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV��Ń<HV�LW�LV��EXW�QRW�IRUHYHU�ń�

,�WKLQN�KH�PHDQW�WKDW�OLNH�D�ORYLQJ�IDWKHU�FDQ�EHFRPH�DQJU\�DW�KLV�
GLVREHGLHQW�FKLOG��KH�FDQ�JHW�DQJU\�ZLWK�XV��EXW�LWłV�QRW�D�YLQGLF-
WLYH�DQJHU��LWłV�D�IDWKHUO\�DQJHU��(YHQ�DV�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�ZH�RIWHQ�IDOO�
LQWR�VLQ��2XU�DIIHFWLRQV�IRU�KLP�JURZ�FROG��:H�JR�WKURXJK�VHD-
VRQV�ZKHQ�ZH�LJQRUH�KLV�ZRUG��:H�EHFRPH�DEVRUEHG�LQ�VHOğVK�
DQG�IRROLVK�SOHDVXUHV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��/LNH�D�URZ�RI�GRPLQRHV��ZH�
EUHDN�RQH�FRPPDQGPHQW�DQG�RWKHUV�WXPEOH�DV�ZHOO��$QG�DQJHU�
LV�VWLOO�KLV�ULJKWHRXV�UHDFWLRQ�WR�VLQ��EXW�LWłV�QRW�IRUHYHU�

God’s Sovereignty
7KH�VHFRQG�WKLQJ�ZH�VHH�LQ�WKLV�WH[W�LV�*RGłV�VRYHUHLJQW\��7KHUH�
DUH�WKUHH�YHUVHV�,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�VHH�WKDW�SURYLGH�NLQG�RI�DQ�RXWOLQH�
IRU�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�WR�6RORPRQ�QH[W��

Then the Lord raised up against Solomon an ad-
versary, Hadad the Edomite, from the royal line of 
Edom (v. 14).

And God raised up against Solomon another ad-
YHUVDU\��5H]RQ�VRQ�RI�(OLDGD��ZKR�KDG�ĠHG�IURP�KLV�
master, Hadadezer king of Zobah (v. 23).

Also, Jeroboam son of Nebat rebelled against the 
king (v. 26a).

7KH�ODVW�H[DPSOH�LV�ZRUGHG�GLIIHUHQWO\�WKDQ�WKH�ğUVW�WZR��EXW�LWłV�
FOHDU�WKDW�*RG�DOVR�UDLVHG�XS�-HURERDP��6R�WKUHH�WLPHV�WKH�ZULWHU�
WHOOV� XV�*RG� UDLVHG�XS� DQ� ŃDGYHUVDU\ńŌOLWHUDOO\� VDWDQŌDJDLQVW�
6RORPRQ��

<RX�FDQ�VHH�KRZ�WKH�LQVSLUHG�ZULWHUV�RI�6FULSWXUH�KDG�LQVLJKW�ZH�
GRQłW�KDYH��1HZVSDSHUV�DQG�KLVWRULDQV�GRQłW�UHSRUW�HYHQWV�WKDW�
ZD\��GR�WKH\"�7KH\�MXVW�WHOO�XV�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�DQG�ORRN�IRU�FDXVH�
DQG� HIIHFW� UHODWLRQVKLSV�� ,PDJLQH� UHDGLQJ� D� QHZV� VWRU\� DERXW�
2VDPD�ELQ�/DGHQ�WKDW�VDLG�*RG�KDG�UDLVHG�KLP�XS�WR�Ġ\�WKRVH�
SODQHV�LQWR�WKH�:RUOG�7UDGH�&HQWHU�DQG�WKH�3HQWDJRQ��:HłG�UHDG�
WKDW�DQG�VD\��Ń+RZ�GR�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW"�+RZ�GR�\RX�NQRZ�*RG�
UDLVHG� KLP� XS"ń� %XW� WKH� ELEOLFDO�ZULWHUV� DUH� LQVSLUHG� DQG� WKH\�
do�NQRZ��7KH\�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUHłV�DQ�LQYLVLEOH�KDQG�EHKLQG�ZKDW�
ORRNV�OLNH�RUGLQDU\��UDQGRP�KXPDQ�HYHQWV��

7DNH�WKH�VWRU\�RI�+DGDG�LQ�YHUVHV���ŋ����+DGDG�ZDV�DQ�(GRPLWH��
,VUDHO�ZDV�FRQVWDQWO\�ğJKWLQJ�ZLWK�(GRP�RQ�KHU�VRXWKHUQ�ERUGHU��
.LQJ�'DYLG� KDG�ZRQ� D� GHFLVLYH� YLFWRU\� RYHU� (GRP�DQG� DOPRVW�
ZLSHG� RXW� WKHLU� HQWLUH� PDOH� SRSXODWLRQ�� %XW� DV� D� \RXQJ� ER\��
+DGDG��ZKR�ZDV�IURP�(GRPłV�UR\DO�IDPLO\��HVFDSHG�DQG�IRXQG�
UHIXJH�LQ�(J\SW��3KDUDRK��WKH�NLQJ�RI�(J\SW��OLNHG�+DGDG�VR�PXFK�
KH�EURXJKW�KLP� LQWR�KLV� UR\DO� FRXUW� DQG�JDYH�KLP� IRRG�DQG�D�
SODFH� WR� OLYH��+H�HYHQ� OHW�KLP�PDUU\�KLV�ZLIHłV� VLVWHU�DQG� UDLVH�
WKHLU� VRQ� LQ� WKH�SDODFH� ULJKW�DORQJ�ZLWK�KLV�RZQ��:KHQ�'DYLG�
GLHG��+DGDG�ğJXUHG�LW�ZDV�VDIH�WR�JR�EDFN�WR�(GRP��+H�ZHQW�WR�
3KDUDRK�DQG� WZLFH� VDLG�� Ń/HW�PH�JR�EDFN� WR�P\�RZQ�FRXQWU\�ń�

(YHQWXDOO\��KH�GLG�JR�EDFN��$QG�KDYLQJ�QXUVHG�D�JUXGJH�IRU�\HDUV�
KH�QHYHU�IRUJRW�ZKDW�WKH�KRXVH�RI�'DYLG�KDG�GRQH�WR�KLV�SHRSOH��
+H�WRRN�HYHU\�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EH�D�SDLQ�LQ�6RORPRQłV�EDFNVLGH��
+H�GLGQłW�NQRZ�LW��EXW�KH�ZDV�*RGłV�LQVWUXPHQW���

7KHUH�ZDV�DOVR�-HURERDP��:KLOH�+DGDG�ZDV�D�IRUHLJQHU��KH�ZDV�
DQ� ,VUDHOLWH�� (DUO\�RQ�KH� VKRZHG�H[FHOOHQW� OHDGHUVKLS� VNLOOV� DQG�
6RORPRQ�SXW�KLP�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�ODERU�IRUFH�IURP�WKH�
KRXVH�RI�-RVHSK��%XW�RQH�GD\�D�SURSKHW�QDPHG�$KLMDK�DSSHDUHG�
RXW�RI�QRZKHUH�ZLWK�D�PHVVDJH�IRU�KLP��$KLMDK�ZDV�VSRUWLQJ�D�
QHZ�FORDN�DQG�KH�ZKLSSHG�LW�RII�DQG�WRUH�LW�LQWR�WZHOYH�SLHFHV��
-HURERDP�LV�VFUDWFKLQJ�KLV�KHDG�ZRQGHULQJ�ZK\�WKH�SURSKHW�LV�
FRXQWLQJ�WKH�SLHFHV��7KHQ�$KLMDK�KROGV�RXW�WHQ�RI�WKH�SLHFHV�DQG�
VD\V�WR�-HURERDP�

Then he said to Jeroboam, “Take ten pieces for 
yourself, for this is what the Lord, the God of 
Israel, says: ‘See, I am going to tear the kingdom 
out of Solomon’s hand and give you ten tribes. But 
for the sake of my servant David and the city of 
Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes 
of Israel, he will have one tribe’” (verses 31–32).

7KLV�PHVVDJH� VWLUUHG� -HURERDP� WR� UHEHO� DJDLQVW� 6RORPRQ��:H�
NQRZ�WKDW�EHFDXVH�GRZQ�LQ�Y�����WKH�ZULWHU�WHOO�XV�WKDW�6RORPRQ�
WULHG�WR�NLOO�-HURERDP�EXW�KH�ĠHG�WR�(J\SW��

%XW� LQ�HDFK�FDVH�*RG�UDLVHG�VRPHRQH�XS� WR�RSSRVH�DQG�DIĠLFW�
6RORPRQ�� 7KHVH� WKUHH�PHQ� ZHUHQłW� DFFLGHQWDO� EOREV� WKDW� MXVW�
KDSSHQHG�WR�FRPH�DORQJ�DQG�EULQJ�6RORPRQ�WURXEOH��WKH\�ZHUH�
UDLVHG�XS�E\�*RG��:H�ZRUVKLS�D�*RG�ZKR�LV�VRYHUHLJQ�RYHU�KLV-
WRU\��7KDW�PHDQV�*RG�SRVVHVVHV�VXSUHPH�SRZHU�DQG�DXWKRULW\�
DQG� LV� LQ� FRPSOHWH� FRQWURO� DQG� FDQ� DFFRPSOLVK� ZKDWHYHU� KH�
SOHDVHV��$V�ZHłYH�VDLG�EHIRUH��KLVWRU\�LV�+LV�6WRU\��:H�PD\�QRW�
DOZD\V� XQGHUVWDQG� H[DFWO\�ZKDW� KHłV� XS� WR� OLNH� WKH�ZULWHUV� RI�
6FULSWXUH�GR��EXW�ZH�NQRZ�*RG�LV�VRYHUHLJQ�RYHU�WKH�HYHQWV�RI�
RXU� OLYHV�DQG�RXU�ZRUOG��/LVWHQ�WR�WKHVH�YHUVHV��3V��������VD\V��
“The LORD has established His throne in the heavens; and His 
sovereignty rules over all.”�3V�������VD\V��“But our God is in the 
heavens; He does whatever He pleases.” 7KLV�DSSOLHV�WR�UXOHUV��3V�
�����VD\V��“It is God who judges: He brings one down, he exalts 
another.” 

God’s Discipline
1RZ� DOO� RI� WKLV� VRXQGV� JRRG� WR� XV� XQWLO� *RG� FKRRVHV� WR� GR�
VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�GRQłW� OLNH��$QG�FHUWDLQO\� WKDW�ZDV� WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�
6RORPRQ�ZKHQ�*RG� UDLVHG� XS� WKHVH� WKUHH� DGYHUVDULHV� DJDLQVW�
KLP��*RG��ZKR�KDG�EOHVVHG�6RORPRQ�ZLWK�ZLVGRP��ZHDOWK�DQG�
KRQRU��LV�QRZ�RSSRVLQJ�KLP��%DFN�LQ�FKDSWHU�����6RORPRQ�VDLG��
“...the Lord my God has given me rest on every side, and there 
is no adversary or disaster.” %XW�QRZ��DIWHU�KLV�KHDUW�KDV�JRQH�
DVWUD\�� KH�KDV� DGYHUVDULHV� DQG�*RG� LV� WKH�2QH�ZKR�KDV� UDLVHG�
WKHP�XS�

7KLV�EULQJV�XV�WR�WKH�WKLUG�WKLQJ�ZH�VHH�LQ�WKLV�WH[WŌ*RGłV�GLVFL-
SOLQH��7KLV�LV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�*RG�VDLG�KHłG�GR��:D\�EDFN�ZKHQ�*RG�



ğUVW�SURPLVHG�'DYLG�WKDW�KHłG�DOZD\V�KDYH�D�VRQ�RQ�WKH�WKURQH��
OLVWHQ�WR�ZKDW�*RG�VDLG��“I will be his father, and he will be my 
son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded 
E\�PHQ��ZLWK�ĠRJJLQJV�LQĠLFWHG�E\�KXPDQ�KDQGV��%XW�P\�ORYH�
will never be taken away from him...”����6DP���������D���'R�\RX�
VHH�ZKDW�*RG�LV�VD\LQJ"�Ń/LNH�D�IDWKHU�GLVFLSOLQHV�KLV�VRQ�RXW�RI�
ORYH��,�ZLOO�GLVFLSOLQH�\RXU�GHVFHQGDQWV�ń�

%XW� WKLV� LVQłW� MXVW� WKH�ZD\�*RG�ZRUNV�ZLWK� NLQJV�� 7KLV� LV� KRZ�
*RG� RSHUDWHV�ZLWK�all� KLV� FKLOGUHQ�� 7XUQ� WR�+HEUHZV� ���� /HWłV�
UHDG� YHUVHV� �ŋ���� “In your struggle against sin, you have not 
yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And have you 
completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses 
you as a father addresses his son? It says, ‘My son, do not make 
light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he re-
bukes you, because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he 
chastens everyone he accepts as his son.’ Endure hardship as dis-
cipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are 
not disciplined by their father? If you are not disciplined—and 
everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, 
not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had 
human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. 
How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and 
live! They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; 
but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share 
in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but 
painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteous-
ness and peace for those who have been trained by it. Therefore, 
strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees.”

7KLV� LV� PHDQW� WR� EH� DQ� HQFRXUDJLQJ� ZRUG� IRU� WKRVH� ZKR� DUH�
XQGHUJRLQJ� KDUGVKLSV��+HłV� VD\LQJ�� WKH� KDUGVKLSV� \RXłUH� JRLQJ�
WKURXJK�DUH�SURRI�WKDW�\RX�EHORQJ�WR�*RG��WKDW�KHłV�\RXU�)DWKHU��

,WłV�OLNH�WKH�IDWKHU�ZKR�FDPH�XS�WR�WZR�ER\V�ğJKWLQJ�LQ�WKH�SDUN��
+H�WRRN�RQH�DVLGH�DQG�GLVFLSOLQHG�KLP�IRU�KLV�EHKDYLRU��6RPHRQH�
ZDV� ZDWFKLQJ� DQG� DSSURDFKHG� WKH�PDQ� DQG� DVNHG�� +H\�� ZK\�
GLGQłW�\RX�GR�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�WR�WKH�RWKHU�ER\"ń�7KH�PDQ�VDLG��
Ń%HFDXVH�WKLV�RQH�LV�P\�VRQ�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�LV�QRW�ń�

7KH�ZULWHU�RI�+HEUHZV� LV� VD\LQJ�� Ń/LVWHQ�� DOO� WKLV� VXIIHULQJ�DQG�
SDLQ� MXVW�VKRZV�WKDW�\RX� LQGHHG�EHORQJ�WR�*RG�� WKDW�KHłV�\RXU�
)DWKHU��WKDW�KH�ORYHV�\RX�ń�+H�ZDQWV�XV�WR�NQRZ�*RG�XVHV�WKHVH�
KDUGVKLSV�WR�FKDQJH�XV��WR�PDNH�XV�PRUH�ULJKWHRXV�DQG�KRO\��2I�
FRXUVH��QR�RQH� OLNHV� WKLV��*RGłV�GLVFLSOLQH� LVQłW� IXQ�� LWłV�SDLQIXO��
%XW�LI�\RX�OHW�LW��LW�ZLOO�SURGXFH�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�WKDWłV�JRRG��

7KHUH�DUH�UHDOO\�WZR�NLQGV�RI�GLVFLSOLQH�DQG�,�EHOLHYH�+HEUHZV����
LV�VSHDNLQJ�DERXW�ERWK��)LUVW�� WKHUHłV�WKH�NLQG�RI�GLVFLSOLQH�WKDW�
D� IDWKHU�XVHV�RQ�KLV� FKLOGUHQ� WKDWłV� VLPSO\�PHDQW�DV� WUDLQLQJ�� ,�
FDOO� WKLV�*RGłV� instructive� GLVFLSOLQH�� ,WłV� OLNH� WKH� FKLOG�KDV�GRQH�
QRWKLQJ�ZURQJ��EXW�WKH\�VWLOO�QHHG�WR�EH�WUDLQHG��6R�SHUKDSV�\RX�
KDYH�FKRUHV�IRU�WKHP�WR�GR��RU�\RX�UHVWULFW�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�WLPH�
WKH\�ZDWFK�79��RU�\RX�UHTXLUH�WKH\�ZULWH�WKDQN�\RX�QRWHV�DIWHU�D�
ELUWKGD\��0RVW�OLNHO\��WKH\�ZRQłW�want�WR�GR�DQ\�RI�WKRVH�WKLQJV��

,Q�D�ZD\��WKH\łUH�DOO�SDLQIXO��%XW�WKH\łUH�HVVHQWLDO�LI�\RXU�FKLOG�LV�
HYHU�JRLQJ�WR�JURZ�XS�DQG�EHFRPH�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ��

6RPH�RI�WKH�KDUGVKLS�ZH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�LV�WKLV�NLQG�RI�
GLVFLSOLQDU\�WUDLQLQJ��)RU�H[DPSOH��,łG�SUREDEO\�QHYHU�OHDUQ�WR�UH-
DOO\�SUD\�ZLWK�DQ\�NLQG�RI�IHUYHQF\�ZLWKRXW�SDLQ��,�ZLVK�,�FRXOG�
OHDUQ� LW� LQ� VRPH� RWKHU� ZD\�� EXW� WKH� IDFW� LV�� ZLWKRXW� VXIIHULQJ�
P\�SUD\HU� OLIH�ZRXOG�EH�SUHWW\�ZHDN��7KLV�PHDQV�QRW� DOO� WULDOV�
DQG� KDUGVKLSV� WKDW� FRPH� LQWR� RXU� OLIH� DUH� EHFDXVH� RI� RXU� VLQ��
5HPHPEHU�-RE"�:KLOH�-REłV�VXIIHULQJ�FHUWDLQO\�UHğQHG�KLP�DQG�
PDWXUHG�KLP�DQG�GUHZ�KLP�FORVHU�WR�*RG��LW�GLGQłW�FRPH�EHFDXVH�
KH�ZDV�GRLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�ZURQJ��4XLWH�WKH�FRQWUDU\��DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�
WKH�ERRN�*RG�VDLG�RI�KLP��“There is no one like him on the earth, 
a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away 
from evil”��-RE�������-REłV�VXIIHULQJ�ZDV�LQVWUXFWLYH�GLVFLSOLQH�

%XW�WKHUHłV�DQRWKHU�NLQG�RI�GLVFLSOLQH��,WłV�WKH�NLQG�RI�GLVFLSOLQH�
WKDW� is� WKH�GLUHFW� UHVXOW�RI�RXU� VLQ�DQG�GLVREHGLHQFH�� ,� FDOO� WKLV�
*RGłV�corrective�GLVFLSOLQH��:H�DOO�NQRZ�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW� LW� LV�IRU�
SDUHQWV� WR� FRUUHFW� DQG�GLVFLSOLQH� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�ZKHQ� WKH\�GLV-
REH\��,WłV�IXQGDPHQWDO�WR�SDUHQWKRRG��,I�\RX�GRQłW�GR�WKLV�\RXU�
NLGV�ZLOO�QHYHU� OHDUQ��EXW� LWłV�DOVR� WUXH� LQ�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�
*RG�� 7KH� SVDOPLVW� RQFH� ZURWH�� Ń%HIRUH� ,� ZDV� DIĠLFWHG� ,� ZHQW�
astray, but now I keep your word”��3V����������

2QH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�,�ORYH�DERXW�EHLQJ�D�JUDQGIDWKHU�LV�,�GRQłW�UH-
DOO\�KDYH�WR�GR�WKLV�NLQG�RI�GLVFLSOLQH�ZLWK�P\�JUDQGGDXJKWHU��2I�
FRXUVH��VKH�QHYHU�VLQV�VR�ZK\�ZRXOG�,"�%XW�ZH�KDYH�WKLV�VZLYHO�
FKDLU�LQ�RXU�IDPLO\�URRP�WKDW�VKH�WKLQNV�LV�SUHWW\�FRRO��6KH�ORYHV�
WR�VSLQ�DV�IDVW�DV�VKH�FDQ�DQG�,�JHW�D�OLWWOH�FRQFHUQHG�VKH�PLJKW�
EUHDN�LW�RU�JHW�KXUW��6R�RQH�QLJKW�,�KDG�WR�WHOO�KHU�WR�VWRS��1RZ��
,łYH�QHYHU�WROG�KHU�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�VKH�GLGQłW�ZDQW�WR�GR��VR�VKH�
LPPHGLDWHO\� VWDUWHG� FU\LQJ�� %XW� QRZ� ,łP� LQ� D� WRXJK� VSRW� EH-
FDXVH�LI�VKH�GRHV�LW�DJDLQ�,łOO�VRPHKRZ�KDYH�WR�HQIRUFH�WKH�UXOH��
,I�,�GLG�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�FRUUHFWLYH�GLVFLSOLQH��%XW�,łOO�SUREDEO\�MXVW�
GHIHU�WR�P\�ZLIH�EHFDXVH�,�GRQłW�ZDQW�WR�GR�DQ\�RI�WKDW�ZLWK�P\�
JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�

&RUUHFWLYH�GLVFLSOLQH�FDQ�ZRUN� LQ�D�FRXSOH�RI�ZD\V��6RPHWLPHV�
WKLV�GLVFLSOLQH�FRPHV�DV�WKH�QDWXUDO�UHVXOW�RI�RXU�VLQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��
WKH�%LEOH�VD\V�D�ORW�DERXW�WKH�GDQJHUV�RI�GHEW��%XW�LI�ZH�FKRRVH�
WR�LJQRUH�WKDW��ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�TXLWH�OLWHUDOO\�SD\�WKH�SULFH��+RZ�
PDQ\�RI�RXU�ğQDQFLDO� SUREOHPV�DUH� WKH� UHVXOW�RI� MXVW� LJQRULQJ�
*RGłV� ZRUG� DERXW� RXU� ğQDQFHV"� %XW� VRPHWLPHV� WKH� GLVFLSOLQH�
LVQłW�WKH�QDWXUDO�UHVXOW�RI�RXU�VLQ�EXW�LW�FRPHV�PRUH�GLUHFWO\�IURP�
*RG��7KDWłV�ZKDW�ZDV�KDSSHQLQJ�ZLWK�6RORPRQ��

*RG�UDLVHG�XS�DQ�DGYHUVDU\�DJDLQVW�6RORPRQ��+DV�KH�HYHU�GRQH�
WKDW�ZLWK� \RX"�+DYH� \RX� HYHU�ZRQGHUHG� LI� WKDW� SHUVRQ� \RXłYH�
EHHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�SUD\�RXW�RI�\RXU�OLIH�ZDV�VHQW�E\�*RG�WR�KXPEOH�
\RX�DQG�JHW�\RX�EDFN�RQ� WUDFN�ZLWK�KLP"�+DYH�\RX�HYHU�ZRQ-
GHUHG�LI�WKH�UHDVRQ�\RX�FDQłW�HYHU�JHW�DKHDG�ğQDQFLDOO\�LV�EHFDXVH�
\RXłUH�QRW�EHLQJ�IDLWKIXO�ZLWK�ZKDW�\RX�GR�KDYH"�+DYH�\RX�HYHU�
ZRQGHUHG� LI� DQ� LOOQHVV� LV� *RGłV� ZD\� RI� JHWWLQJ� \RXU� DWWHQWLRQ�
DERXW�DQ�DUHD�RI�\RXU�OLIH�WKDWłV�EHHQ�RXW�RI�FRQWURO"
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0D\EH�\RXłUH�ZRQGHULQJ�KRZ�\RX�FDQ�NQRZ�LI� VRPH�KDUGVKLS�
RU�WULDO�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�LV�FRUUHFWLYH�GLVFLSOLQH�RU�KLV�LQVWUXFWLYH�GLV-
FLSOLQH"�7KDWłV�D�WRXJK�TXHVWLRQ��:H�DOO�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�VLQ��:HłUH�
DOO�DZDUH�*RG�ZRXOG�EH�HQWLUHO\�MXVWLğHG�WR�ZLSH�XV�RII�WKH�PDS��
%XW�,�EHOLHYH�FRUUHFWLYH�GLVFLSOLQH�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�ZHłUH�HVSHFLDOO\�
KDUG�KHDUWHG�DQG�GHğDQW�LQ�VRPH�DUHD�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�NQRZ�EHWWHU��
6RORPRQ�ZDVQłW�MXVW�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�VLQIXO�GHVLUHV��KH�ZDV�FRP-
PLWWHG� WR� D� OLIHVW\OH� RI� XQDEDVKHG� VLQ� HYHQ� DIWHU� *RGłV� FOHDU�
ZDUQLQJ��6R�LQ�PRVW�FDVHV�GHHS�GRZQ�ZHłOO�NQRZ�ZKHQ�*RG�LV�
FRUUHFWLQJ�XV�EHFDXVH�ZH�NQRZ�ZHłYH�EHHQ�FRPSOHWHO\�LJQRULQJ�
KLV�ZRUG��

7KH�ZRQGHUIXO�WKLQJ�DERXW�DOO�RI�WKLV�LV�LW�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�KDQG�
RI�D�ORYLQJ�)DWKHU��ŃWKH�/RUG�GLVFLSOLQHV�WKH�RQH�KH�ORYHV�ń�0\�VRQ�
SOD\V�IRRWEDOO�DW�:KHDWRQ�&ROOHJH�DQG�HYHU\�RQFH�LQ�D�ZKLOH�KHłOO�
JHW�RQ�WKH�SKRQH�ZLWK�PH�DIWHU�D�SUDFWLFH�DQG�FRPSODLQ�DERXW�
KRZ�PXFK�WKH�FRDFK�LV�ULGLQJ�KLP�DQG�ZRQłW�OHW�XS��,�DOZD\V�WHOO�
KLP�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ��$V�VRRQ�DV�KH�VWRSV�ULGLQJ�\RX��DV�VRRQ�DV�
KH�VWRSV�\HOOLQJ�DW�\RX��KHłV�JLYHQ�XS�RQ�\RX��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�ZH�FDOO�
WRXJK� ORYH��*RG�KDVQłW�JLYHQ�XS�RQ�\RX��+H� ORYHV�\RX�HQRXJK�
WR�DIĠLFW�\RX��1R��\RXU�KDSSLQHVV�LVQłW�KLV�KLJKHVW�SULRULW\��+HłV�
PRUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�\RXU�KROLQHVV�WKDQ�\RXU�KDSSLQHVV���

God’s Faithfulness
7KH�JUHDW�WKLQJ�DERXW�*RGłV�GLVFLSOLQH�LV� LW�GRHVQłW� ODVW�IRUHYHU��
/RRN�GRZQ�DW�ZKDW�*RG� VD\V� LQ� Y�� ���� “I will humble David’s 
descendants because of this, but not forever.”�7KRVH�WKUHH�ZRUGV��
“but not forever”�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�ZRUGV�LQ�DOO�WKH�%LEOH��
<RX�VHH��*RG�PD\�DIĠLFW�XV��EXW�KH�ZLOO�QHYHU�DEDQGRQ�XV��

7KH�ğQDO� WKLQJ� ,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�VHH� LV�*RGłV� IDLWKIXOQHVV��<RX�VHH�
*RGłV�IDLWKIXOQHVV�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�KH�XVHG��,Q�YHUVHV���ŋ���
*RG�VSRNH�WR�6RORPRQ�

So the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this is your 
attitude and you have not kept my covenant and 
my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most 
certainly tear the kingdom away from you and 
give it to one of your subordinates. Nevertheless, 
for the sake of David your father, I will not do it 
during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand 
of your son. Yet I will not tear the whole kingdom 
from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake 
of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, 
which I have chosen.”

6R� WKHUH�ZHUH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� EXW� WKHUH�ZHUH� DOVR� FRQFHVVLRQV��
+HłOO�WHDU�WKH�NLQJGRP�DZD\�EXW�KH�ZRQłW�GR�LW�GXULQJ�6RORPRQłV�
OLIHWLPH��+HłOO� WHDU� WKH� NLQJGRP�DZD\�EXW�KHłOO� OHDYH�RQH� WULEH�

IRU�'DYLGłV� OLQH��7KH�SURSKHW�$KLMDK�KDG�HYHQ�VDLG�WKH�VDPH�WR�
-HURERDP�

I will give one tribe to his son so that David my servant 
may always have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the 
city where I chose to put my Name (v. 36).

<RX�VHH��HYHQ�LQ�*RGłV�DQJHU�KH�UHPHPEHUHG�PHUF\��DV�KH�DOZD\V�
GRHV��+H�UHPHPEHUHG�WKH�SURPLVHV�KHłG�PDGH�WR�'DYLG�DQG�WR�
WKH�SHRSOH�RI�-HUXVDOHP��*RG�KDG�SURPLVHG�WKHP�DQ�HYHUODVWLQJ�
NLQJGRP��UXOHG�E\�'DYLGłV�VRQ��6R�EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�IDLWKIXOQHVV�KH�
VD\V�KHłOO�SURWHFW�WKH�UR\DO�WULEH�RI�-XGDK��$QG�LQ�WKH�IXOQHVV�RI�
WLPH��D�VDYLRU�NLQJ�IURP�WKH�KRXVH�RI�'DYLG�ZRXOG�ULVH�WR�*RGłV�
HWHUQDO�WKURQH��6R�LI�*RG�KDGQłW�PDGH�WKLV�FRQFHVVLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�
WKH�WULEH�RI�-XGDK��WKH�SURPLVH�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�ZH�KROG�IDVW�WR�WRGD\�
ZRXOG�EH�QXOO�DQG�YRLG��-HVXV�LV�WKH�IXOğOOPHQW�RI�WKLV�SURPLVH��
5HDG�WKH�UR\DO�JHQHDORJ\�LQ�WKH�JRVSHO�RI�0DWWKHZ�WKDW�VD\V�KHłV�
IURP�WKH�WULEH�RI�-XGDK��

0\�IULHQG�5DOSK�ZDV�ULJKW��*RG�PD\�JHW�DQJU\�ZLWK�XV��EXW�QRW�
IRUHYHU��7KH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKDW�LV�EHFDXVH�KH�VHQW�KLV�6RQ�-HVXV�WR�
WDNH�XSRQ�KLPVHOI�WKH�IXOO�ZUDWK�RI�*RG�IRU�RXU�VLQ��7KH�2QH�ZKR�
KDG�QHYHU�VLQQHG��WKH�2QH�ZKR�QHYHU�VWUD\HG�IURP�KLV�)DWKHUłV�
ZLOO��DEVRUEHG�WKH�IXOO�SXQLVKPHQW�WKDW�ZH�GHVHUYHG��6R�WRGD\�
ZH�WRR�KDYH�D�SURPLVH�WR�KROG�RQWR�HYHQ�ZKHQ�ZHłUH�EHLQJ�FKDV-
WLVHG��PD\EH�HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�ZHłUH�EHLQJ�FKDVWLVHG��“God made 
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God” ���&RU�������

<RX�PLJKW�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�HYHU�KDSSHQHG�WR�6RORPRQ��'RZQ�LQ�Y��
���LW�MXVW�VD\V�DIWHU����\HDUV�DV�.LQJ��“he rested with his ancestors 
and was buried in the city of David his father.”�'LG�6RORPRQ�
HYHU�UHSHQW"�:LOO�ZH�VHH�KLP�LQ�KHDYHQ"�,�JXHVV�ZH�GRQłW�NQRZ�
IRU�VXUH��EXW� ,� WKLQN�ZH�ZLOO��0DQ\�EHOLHYH�6RORPRQ�ZURWH� WKH�
ERRN�RI�(FFOHVLDVWHV�ZKHUH�6RORPRQ�DV�DQ�ROG�PDQ�UHĠHFWV�RQ�KLV�
OLIH��$W�WKH�YHU\�HQG�RI�WKDW�ERRN�KH�VD\V�

Now all has been heard;
bbbbKHUH�LV�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�PDWWHU�

Fear God and keep his commandments,
bbbbIRU�WKLV�LV�WKH�GXW\�RI�DOO�PDQNLQG�

For God will bring every deed into judgment,
bbbbLQFOXGLQJ�HYHU\�KLGGHQ�WKLQJ�

bbbbZKHWKHU�LW�LV�JRRG�RU�HYLO���(FF�����������

7KDW�VRXQGV� WR�PH� OLNH�D�PDQ�ZKR�ğQDOO\�JRW� LW��0D\EH�*RGłV�
FRUUHFWLYH� GLVFLSOLQH� ZRUNHG� LQ� KLV� OLIH��0D\EH� *RGłV� DQJHU� DW�
6RORPRQ�ZDV�UHDOĽ�EXW�QRW�IRUHYHU�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


