
Growing up, my father used to say to me, “You’ve got two 
choices: you can do this the easy way or the hard way.” Anybody 
else heard this phrase? In that moment we know that the “easy 
way” involves obedience and the “hard way” involves disobedi-
ence—usually some form of independence. 

In essence, God is saying this to Solomon in 1 Kings 9. And as we 
read these verses, the right choice, the easy way, will be obvious. 
It’s mind boggling to think that Solomon would choose the hard 
way. That’s the exact intent of these verses. We’re supposed to 
read the choice God gives Solomon and think only a fool would 
choose the hard way. Then the Spirit of God will whisper into 
each of our hearts, “Then don’t be a fool like Solomon. Make the 
right choice today.” 

:KHQ�6RORPRQ�KDG�ğQLVKHG�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�WHPSOH�
RI�WKH�/RUG�DQG�WKH�UR\DO�SDODFH��DQG�KDG�DFKLHYHG�
DOO� KH� KDG� GHVLUHG� WR� GR�� WKH� /RUG� DSSHDUHG� WR�
KLP�D�VHFRQG�WLPH��DV�KH�KDG�DSSHDUHG�WR�KLP�DW�
*LEHRQ��7KH�/RUG�VDLG�WR�KLP�

Ń,�KDYH�KHDUG�WKH�SUD\HU�DQG�SOHD�\RX�KDYH�PDGH�
EHIRUH�PH��,�KDYH�FRQVHFUDWHG�WKLV�WHPSOH��ZKLFK�
\RX�KDYH�EXLOW��E\�SXWWLQJ�P\�1DPH�WKHUH�IRUHYHU��
0\�H\HV�DQG�P\�KHDUW�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�WKHUH�

Ń$V�IRU�\RX��LI�\RX�ZDON�EHIRUH�PH�IDLWKIXOO\�ZLWK�
LQWHJULW\�RI�KHDUW�DQG�XSULJKWQHVV��DV�'DYLG�\RXU�
IDWKHU�GLG��DQG�GR�DOO�,�FRPPDQG�DQG�REVHUYH�P\�
GHFUHHV�DQG�ODZV��,�ZLOO�HVWDEOLVK�\RXU�UR\DO�WKURQH�
RYHU�,VUDHO�IRUHYHU��DV�,�SURPLVHG�'DYLG�\RXU�IDWKHU�
ZKHQ�,�VDLG��Ł<RX�VKDOO�QHYHU�IDLO�WR�KDYH�D�VXFFHVVRU�
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Ń%XW�LI�\RX�RU�\RXU�GHVFHQGDQWV�WXUQ�DZD\�IURP�PH�
DQG�GR�QRW�REVHUYH� WKH�FRPPDQGV�DQG�GHFUHHV� ,�
KDYH�JLYHQ�\RX�DQG�JR�RII�WR�VHUYH�RWKHU�JRGV�DQG�
ZRUVKLS� WKHP�� WKHQ� ,�ZLOO� FXW�RII� ,VUDHO� IURP�WKH�
ODQG�,�KDYH�JLYHQ�WKHP�DQG�ZLOO�UHMHFW�WKLV�WHPSOH�
,�KDYH� FRQVHFUDWHG� IRU�P\�1DPH�� ,VUDHO�ZLOO� WKHQ�
EHFRPH�D�E\ZRUG�DQG�DQ�REMHFW�RI�ULGLFXOH�DPRQJ�
DOO� SHRSOHV�� 7KLV� WHPSOH� ZLOO� EHFRPH� D� KHDS� RI�
UXEEOH��$OO�ZKR�SDVV�E\�ZLOO�EH�DSSDOOHG�DQG�ZLOO�
VFRII�DQG�VD\��Ł:K\�KDV�WKH�/RUG�GRQH�VXFK�D�WKLQJ�
WR� WKLV� ODQG� DQG� WR� WKLV� WHPSOH"ł� 3HRSOH�ZLOO� DQ-
VZHU�� Ł%HFDXVH� WKH\�KDYH� IRUVDNHQ� WKH� /RUG� WKHLU�
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VHUYLQJ� WKHPŌWKDW� LV� ZK\� WKH� /RUG� EURXJKW� DOO�
WKLV�GLVDVWHU�RQ�WKHP�łń

$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WZHQW\�\HDUV��GXULQJ�ZKLFK�6RORPRQ�
EXLOW�WKHVH�WZR�EXLOGLQJVŌWKH�WHPSOH�RI�WKH�/RUG�
DQG�WKH�UR\DO�SDODFHŌ.LQJ�6RORPRQ�JDYH�WZHQW\�
WRZQV� LQ� *DOLOHH� WR� +LUDP� NLQJ� RI� 7\UH�� EHFDXVH�
+LUDP�KDG�VXSSOLHG�KLP�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�FHGDU�DQG�MX-
QLSHU�DQG�JROG�KH�ZDQWHG��%XW�ZKHQ�+LUDP�ZHQW�
IURP�7\UH�WR�VHH�WKH�WRZQV�WKDW�6RORPRQ�KDG�JLYHQ�
KLP��KH�ZDV�QRW�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�WKHP��Ń:KDW�NLQG�RI�
WRZQV�DUH�WKHVH�\RX�KDYH�JLYHQ�PH��P\�EURWKHU"ń�
KH�DVNHG��$QG�KH�FDOOHG� WKHP�WKH�/DQG�RI�.DEXO��
D�QDPH�WKH\�KDYH�WR�WKLV�GD\��+HUH�LV�WKH�DFFRXQW�
RI� WKH� IRUFHG� ODERU�.LQJ� 6RORPRQ� FRQVFULSWHG� WR�
EXLOG� WKH� /RUGłV� WHPSOH�Ľ� ���Ľ� FKLHI� RIğFLDOV� LQ�
FKDUJH�RI�6RORPRQłV�SURMHFWV�ŋ�����RIğFLDOV�VXSHU-
YLVLQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�GLG�WKH�ZRUN����.LQJV����ŋ����

$IWHU�3KDUDRKłV�GDXJKWHU�KDG� FRPH�XS� IURP� WKH�
&LW\�RI�'DYLG�WR�WKH�SDODFH�6RORPRQ�KDG�EXLOW�IRU�
KHU��KH�FRQVWUXFWHG�WKH�WHUUDFHV��7KUHH�WLPHV�D�\HDU�
6RORPRQ�VDFULğFHG�EXUQW�RIIHULQJV�DQG�IHOORZVKLS�
RIIHULQJV�RQ�WKH�DOWDU�KH�KDG�EXLOW� IRU� WKH�/25'��
EXUQLQJ� LQFHQVH� EHIRUH� WKH� /25'� DORQJ� ZLWK�
WKHP��DQG�VR�IXOğOOHG�WKH�WHPSOH�REOLJDWLRQV��.LQJ�
6RORPRQ� DOVR� EXLOW� VKLSV� Ľ� WKH� VKLSV� VDLOHG� DQG�
EURXJKW�EDFN�����WDOHQWV�RI�JROG��YHUVHV���ŋ����

Summarizing this chapter, we see that God gives Solomon a 
blueprint for divine blessing—the choice—and describes the 
FRQWLQXHG� DFWLYLWLHV� RI� 6RORPRQ�� /HWłV� ORRN� DW� VSHFLğF�SRUWLRQV�
of these verses in detail to uncover deeper meaning and applica-
tions for us today.  

6RORPRQ�KDG�ğQLVKHG�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�WHPSOH�DQG�WKH�UR\DO�SDODFH��
Solomon had achieved all he had desired to do. Let’s try to put 
ourselves into Solomon’s shoes. He’s in his 20th year as king. His 
role as King started with sputters. He recognized that he didn’t 
have the juice to do the job and asked God for the wisdom to rule 
well. Then he became the MVP of kings. 

 With the wisdom God granted him, he accomplished amazing, 
jaw-dropping building projects, negotiated peace for the nation, 
brought unparalleled prosperity for the nation, and earned re-
spect from the leaders of other nations. He’s transformed from 
DQ�XQFHUWDLQ�ER\�WR�D�FRQğGHQW�NLQJ��(YHU\WKLQJ�DERXW�6RORPRQ�
drips of success and power and wealth, like a sprinkler-soaked 
child on a hot summer day. If Solomon wanted to end on a high 
note, this was his time to exit. He’s at the pinnacle of pinnacles.  
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Can you recall the feeling when you’ve completed a great 
accomplishment?

Ŋ�ERXJKW�\RXU�ğUVW�KRPH

» sold a company

» retired 

» graduated with honors

» completed an athletic competition

» sent your kids off to college

» got married 

… the list could go on and on. We know that feeling. Success! 
Let’s throw a party! The satisfaction of accomplishment. All 
WKH�KDUG�ZRUN��WKH�ORQJ�KRXUV��WKH�VDFULğFH��,�WKLQN�WKLV� LV�KRZ�
Solomon is feeling. 

Sometimes when a person’s accomplished all they’ve set out 
to do, it creates a big problem, a dangerous situation, because  
we’re not meant to live without a purpose. And if Solomon has 
accomplished it all, what’s his purpose QRZ?

The space between projects is the territory where our hearts are 
most prone to temptation. I think that Solomon is in a dangerous 
situation. While Solomon’s projects are completed, God comes 
to him calling him to rediscover his eternal purpose.

Look at how gracious and good God is. He comes to Solomon at 
this moment of transition and vulnerability to remind him of a 
promise and deliver a warning. 

7KH�/25'�DSSHDUHG� WR�KLP�D� VHFRQG� WLPH�� DV�KH�
KDG�DSSHDUHG�WR�KLP�DW�*LEHRQ��Y������

A Promise Filled with Purpose—If/Then 
$V� IRU� \RX�� LI� \RX�ZDON�EHIRUH�PH� IDLWKIXOO\�ZLWK�
LQWHJULW\�RI�KHDUW�DQG�XSULJKWQHVV��DV�'DYLG�\RXU�
IDWKHU�GLG��DQG�GR�DOO�,�FRPPDQG�DQG�REVHUYH�P\�
GHFUHHV�DQG�ODZV�Ľ��Y������

While the major projects are completed, God is reminding 
Solomon of the true purpose of his life. His eternal purpose re-
mains to walk faithfully with integrity of heart and uprightness, 
and do all God commands and observe his decrees and laws.

Notice that the faithfulness God is looking for is both heartfelt 
“integrity of the heart” and revealed with outward actions, “ob-
serve my decrees.”

What is “Integrity of Heart”?

$�KHDUW�ğ[HG�RQ�RQH�WKLQJŌD�GHHS��LQWHUQDO�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�
GR�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ��UHJDUGOHVV�
A heart that is true and pure. The contrast would be a divided 
heart. When we have a divided heart, we hedge our bets. We’re 
committed to the Lord in part and just in case God doesn’t come 

through the way we want, we make sure we still get what we 
want. 

+HDUW�IHOW�GHYRWLRQ
“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God” 
(Col. 3:1).

,W�ORRNV�OLNH�KHDUW�IHOW�FRQIHVVLRQ
“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints 
and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” 
(Heb. 4:12).

It looks like the broken heart of King David, after he had an affair 
with Bathsheba. We see it in 2 Samuel 12 and Psalm 51.   

The second instruction God gives Solomon in verse 4 is to “Do all 
I command and observe my decrees and laws.” In essence, this is 
obedience to God in minute detail. Think of it this way: A heart 
of integrity reveals itself through thoughtful, thorough, obedient 
actions. 

I fear that obedience has gotten such a bad rap in our culture 
today and sometimes this gets confusing for Christians. Think 
of it this way: Two weeks ago Kristy and Joe from our church 
got married. And because of Kristy’s heart-felt love for Joe, she 
prepared in minute detail for Joe. Great attention was given to 
every detail. Of course, the dress, her hair, her shoes. She even 
spent two hours sitting completely still with her eyes closed, as 
she had extra eyelashes attached to her eyelids! 

Did she do this because she was following a rule? No. She went 
through detailed preparation to make herself beautiful because 
she loves Joe. Her heart of heart-felt devotion revealed itself 
through thoughtful and thorough actions. And in the same way, 
Christians should give careful attention to our actions because 
they reveal our love for the Lord. 

,Q�YHUVH����*RG�LV�LQVWUXFWLQJ�6RORPRQ�WKDW�KH�FDQ�ğQG�UHQHZHG�
purpose in his life by aligning his heart to God and acting in obe-
GLHQFH��7KLV�LV�WKH�WHVW�IRU�6RORPRQ�DQG�IRU�XV��7KHUHłV�QR�VSHFLğF�
assignment given; we love assignments; just give me a job to do. 
There’s no job given to occupy Solomon’s time, which means 
there’s also no job to distract Solomon. 

No, in this renewed purpose, to have a heart of integrity and act 
accordingly, God is calling Solomon back to the basics. God is 
calling Solomon back to a simple love affair with himself.  

How does this resonate with you today? Are you in need of 
UHQHZHG�SXUSRVH"�,V�\RXU�KHDUW�ğ[HG�VLQJXODUO\�RQ�*RG�RU�LV� LW�
divided? I believe the choice God offered Solomon is given to 
XV� WRGD\�� 7KH� HDV\�ZD\ŌWKH� ULJKW� FKRLFH�� WKH�SDWK�ğOOHG�ZLWK�



blessing—starts with heart-felt confession. Maybe this is the 
right step for you today. 

,�ZLOO� HVWDEOLVK� \RXU� UR\DO� WKURQH� RYHU� ,VUDHO� IRU-
HYHU��DV�,�SURPLVHG�'DYLG�\RXU�IDWKHU�ZKHQ�,�VDLG��
Ł<RX� VKDOO� QHYHU� IDLO� WR� KDYH� D� VXFFHVVRU� RQ� WKH�
WKURQH�RI�,VUDHOł��Y�����

A Warning

If
Ń,I�\RX�WXUQ�DZD\�IURP�PH�DQG�GRQłW�REVHUYH�WKH�
FRPPDQGV�DQG�GHFUHHV�Ľ�,I�\RX�JR�RII�DQG�VHUYH�
RWKHU�JRGV�DQG�ZRUVKLS�RWKHU�JRGVń��Y�����

7KHQ
Ń,�ZLOO�FXW�RII�,VUDHO��,�ZLOO�UHMHFW�WKH�WHPSOH�,�MXVW�
ğOOHG�ZLWK�+LV�6SLULW��,VUDHO�ZLOO�EHFRPH�D�E\ZRUG�
DQG�DQ�REMHFW�RI�ULGLFXOH�DPRQJ�DOO�SHRSOHVń��Y������

There’s something insightful happening with the grammar here. 
The root of the word “byword” is seen earlier in 1 Kings. “And 
Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the Euphrates River” 
(4:21). “He spoke 3000 proverbs and …” (4:32). 

The root of “ruled” in 4:21, “proverb” in 4:32, and “byword” in 
9:7 are the same. The author of 1 Kings is intentionally making 
a Hebrew play on words to deliver a pun-like message. While 
the proverbial wisdom of Solomon built the fame of Israel, his 
proverbial folly will be equally widely known. 

God wants the same thing today he wanted in Solomon’s day—
people who would walk with integrity of heart and align their 
actions to God’s laws. This is why we started this church in 
Redwood City. We are committed to leading with hearts of in-
tegrity and acting obediently. And in dependent humility to God, 
we expect that the good news of Jesus Christ will save people, 
just like it saved us. We expect to grow numerically and in spiri-
tual maturity. 

You probably know that Solomon choose the hard way, the dis-
obedient way. That’s the legacy Solomon left. Chapter 11 tells us 
that Solomon’s foreign wives turned his heart after other gods 
and his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord.

It’s telling that verse 25 says, “Three times a year Solomon sac-
ULğFHG�EXUQW�RIIHULQJV�DQG�IHOORZVKLS�RIIHULQJV�RQ�WKH�DOWDU�KH�
had built for the LORD, burning incense before the LORD along 
ZLWK�WKHQ��DQG�VR�IXOğOOHG�WKH�WHPSOH�REOLJDWLRQV�ń�

)XOğOOHG� WKH� WHPSOH� REOLJDWLRQV"� 'RHV� WKDW� VRXQG� OLNH� KHDUW�
ğOOHG�GHYRWLRQ"�7KDW�ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�VD\LQJ��Ń2QFH�D�PRQWK�0DUN�
WRRN�.DWK\�RQ�D�GDWH��DQG�VR�IXOğOOHG�WKH�PDUULDJH�REOLJDWLRQV�ń�
Seriously? We’re meant to read this account and feel exacerba-
tion! The right choice is obvious.

,Q�FKDSWHU���6RORPRQ�VDZ�WKH�FORXG�RI�*RG�ğOO�WKH�WHPSOH��KH�
saw it with his own eyes! His house was next door to the temple. 
$QG�WKUHH�WLPHV�D�\HDU�KH�IXOğOOHG�KLV�ŃWHPSOH�REOLJDWLRQV�ń�:K\�
wasn’t he there daily or weekly or monthly, expressing heart-felt 
love?  Oh, Solomon. He was so close to God’s presence, yet so far. 

How about you? Although familiar with God’s Word and close 
to God’s presence, is your heart close to God or far away? Do 
you have areas of small compromise in your life? Do you have 
hidden sins? 

Today would be a good day to give pure devotion to Christ. Today 
would be a good day to give your heart wholly to the Lord.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.
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