
In his famous poem, The Road Not Taken, Robert Frost shares a 

dilemma he faced while standing at a fork in the road. As he 

lays out a beautiful scene that many would enjoy to witness, he 

writes:

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.

2K��,�PDUNHG�WKH�ğUVW�IRU�DQRWKHU�GD\�
Yet knowing how way leads on to way

I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh

Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I,

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

Life provides every one of us choices at every bend and our re-

VSRQVH�WR�HYHU\�FKRLFH�VKDSHV�XV� LQWR�WKH�SHRSOH�ZH�ğQG�KHUH�
today. Have you ever made a really bad decision and the results 

RI�WKDW�GHFLVLRQ�GHYDVWDWHG�\RX"�2Q�WKH�ĠLS�VLGH�FDQ�\RX�WKLQN�
about a wise decision you made that worked out wonderfully 

for you? What is it in life about the decisions we make and the 

impact they have on us?

Open your Bibles to 1 Kings 9. For the last eight weeks we have 

taken an in-depth look into the life of King Solomon through our 

sermon series “The Wisest Fool.” Throughout our study there 

have been some mile-markers we have passed in this series to 

get where we land today. The way that Solomon handled his 

older brother trying to usurp the throne from his father David 

taught him to trust in the Lord. When God established his lead-

ership over Israel it proved to Solomon that God was trustworthy 

and honored his word. The time God appeared to him in a dream 

allowing him to ask for anything he desired revealed to us what 

was in the heart of the young king. Solomon’s use of his new-

found wisdom saved the life of a young child caught in an un-

likely predicament.

Now that Solomon has completed the Temple of the Lord and 

his own personal palace, God appears to Solomon once again 

but the purpose of this visit is for a different reason. 

:KHQ�6RORPRQ�KDG�ğQLVKHG�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�WHPSOH�
RI�WKH�/RUG�DQG�WKH�UR\DO�SDODFH��DQG�KDG�DFKLHYHG�
DOO� KH� KDG� GHVLUHG� WR� GR�� WKH� /RUG� DSSHDUHG� WR�
KLP�D�VHFRQG�WLPH��DV�KH�KDG�DSSHDUHG�WR�KLP�DW�
*LEHRQ�b 7KH� /RUG� VDLG� WR� KLP�� Ń,� KDYH� KHDUG� WKH�

SUD\HU�DQG�SOHD�\RX�KDYH�PDGH�EHIRUH�PH��,�KDYH�
FRQVHFUDWHG�WKLV�WHPSOH��ZKLFK�\RX�KDYH�EXLOW��E\�
SXWWLQJ�P\�1DPH� WKHUH� IRUHYHU��0\�H\HV�DQG�P\�
KHDUW�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�WKHUH��YHUVHV��ŋ���

Last week we studied Solomon and his attitude of public worship 

DW�WKH�GHGLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�7HPSOH��:H�ORRNHG�DW�WKH�VDFULğFHV�WKDW�
Solomon made as the nation of Israel moved the ark of the Lord 

to the temple. After the ark is placed the glory of God appears in 

the Temple and the Nation of Israel is in awe of the presence of 

God. After this phenomenal day is completed Scripture tells us 

that Solomon has completed everything that he had in his heart 

to accomplish.

Scripture tells us that Solomon is about 40 years old, has just 

celebrated a monumental day in the history of Israel and that 

everything he desired has already been accomplished. Could you 

imagine being 40 years old and already having accomplished ev-

erything that your heart desired? Imagine what Solomon must 

have been thinking and the feeling that he experienced. Has the 

lure of money, sex and power taken its toll on the king? Can re-

demption come to the king or will his life spiral out of control 

and further from the hand of the Lord?

Verse two gives us a glimpse into what this visit from God may 

have looked like and it probably was in another dream; just like 

WKH�ğUVW�YLVLW�IURP�*RG�DW�*LEHRQ��8QOLNH�WKH�YLVLW�DW�*LEHRQ�ZH�
don’t see Solomon respond to God. Instead he likely just listens 

to the choices God presents.

Ń$V�IRU�\RX��LI�\RX�ZDON�EHIRUH�PH�IDLWKIXOO\�ZLWK�
LQWHJULW\�RI�KHDUW�DQG�XSULJKWQHVV��DV�'DYLG�\RXU�
IDWKHU�GLG��DQG�GR�DOO�,�FRPPDQG�DQG�REVHUYH�P\�
GHFUHHV�DQG�ODZV��,�ZLOO�HVWDEOLVK�\RXU�UR\DO�WKURQH�
RYHU�,VUDHO�IRUHYHU��DV�,�SURPLVHG�'DYLG�\RXU�IDWKHU�
ZKHQ�,�VDLG��Ł<RX�VKDOO�QHYHU�IDLO�WR�KDYH�D�VXFFHVVRU�
RQ�WKH�WKURQH�RI�,VUDHOłń��YHUVHV��ŋ���

8S�WR�QRZ�ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�HYLGHQFH�RI�D�GLYLGHG�KHDUW�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�
Solomon. His foreign wives have slowly pulled the heart of the 

king away from his dedication to the Lord. God appears this time 

not to grant a request from the king but to encourage the king to 

make the right choice; to stop following after personal gain and 

to re-up his commitment to God.

God’s hand has always been watching over Solomon through his 

endeavors in life. Your endeavors in life provide a window into 

your heart; therefore, UHJXODUO\�HYDOXDWH�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�\RXU�
KHDUW�
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In this appearance God presents Solomon with an “if-then” deci-

sion. If Solomon will walk faithfully before the Lord, as his father 

David had, then God will establish his throne over Israel forever. 

,�ğQG�LW�LQWHUHVWLQJ�KRZ�*RG�PDNHV�WKH�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�LQ-

tegrity of heart and King David; would Solomon have felt be-

littled by being compared to his father or would this make the 

choice that God presents him that much easier to choose?

Many of us are familiar with King David but just in case you are 

not let me share quickly about the heart of the previous king. 

One day the God spoke to the prophet Samuel and told him to 

ğOO�KLV�KRUQ�ZLWK�RLO�DQG�WUDYHO�WR�PHHW�D�PDQ�QDPHG�-HVVH�ZKR�
lived in the small town of Bethlehem. Once Samuel arrived in 

%HWKOHKHP�KH�FRQVHFUDWHG�D�PDQ�QDPHG�-HVVH�DQG�DVNHG�WR�VHH�
his sons. Immediately Samuel saw the oldest son and thought for 

VXUH�WKLV�LV�WKH�PDQ�*RG�KDV�FKRVHQ�WR�OHDG�,VUDHO�b“But the Lord 
said to Samuel, ‘Do not consider his appearance or his height, for 
I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people 
look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks at the heart’” (1 Samuel 16:7).

-HVVH�KDG�VHYHQ�RI�KLV�VRQV�DSSHDU�EHIRUH�6DPXHO�EXW�*RG�ZDV�
QRW�FDOOLQJ�DQ\�RI�WKHP�WR�OHDG�,VUDHO��)LQDOO\�-HVVH�EULQJV�LQ�WKH�
youngest, a little shepherd boy named David, and God exclaims: 

Ń7KLV�LV�WKH�RQH���$QRLQW�+LP�ń��:H�WKLQN�WKDW�*RG�FKRVH�'DYLG�
EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�KHDUW�EXW�WKH�3VDOPV�DUH�ğOOHG�ZLWK�DFFRXQWV�RI�
how David’s heart remained dedicated to God throughout his 

life.

Are there things in your heart this morning that are hindering 

you from following the path that God desires to lead you down?  

There are Christian practices that you can do to regularly eval-

uate the condition of your heart. This may look like regular ac-

countability with someone you trust. Spending some time each 

morning, or evening, reading Scripture and applying that to your 

life. It may look like times of solitude sitting before God asking 

him to speak truth to you. Obedience to God is not an easy path 

to follow but there is a reward for our obedience to God.

Ń%XW�LI�\RX�RU�\RXU�GHVFHQGDQWV�WXUQ�DZD\�IURP�PH�
DQG�GR�QRW�REVHUYH� WKH�FRPPDQGV�DQG�GHFUHHV� ,�
KDYH�JLYHQ�\RX�DQG�JR�RII�WR�VHUYH�RWKHU�JRGV�DQG�
ZRUVKLS� WKHP�� WKHQ� ,�ZLOO� FXW�RII� ,VUDHO� IURP�WKH�
ODQG�,�KDYH�JLYHQ�WKHP�DQG�ZLOO�UHMHFW�WKLV�WHPSOH�
,�KDYH� FRQVHFUDWHG� IRU�P\�1DPH�� ,VUDHO�ZLOO� WKHQ�
EHFRPH�D�E\ZRUG�DQG�DQ�REMHFW�RI�ULGLFXOH�DPRQJ�
DOO� SHRSOHV�� 7KLV� WHPSOH� ZLOO� EHFRPH� D� KHDS� RI�
UXEEOH��$OO�ZKR�SDVV�E\�ZLOO�EH�DSSDOOHG�DQG�ZLOO�
VFRII�DQG�VD\��Ł:K\�KDV�WKH�/RUG�GRQH�VXFK�D�WKLQJ�
WR� WKLV� ODQG� DQG� WR� WKLV� WHPSOH"ł� 3HRSOH�ZLOO� DQ-
VZHU�� Ł%HFDXVH� WKH\�KDYH� IRUVDNHQ� WKH� /RUG� WKHLU�
*RG�� ZKR� EURXJKW� WKHLU� DQFHVWRUV� RXW� RI� (J\SW��
DQG� KDYH� HPEUDFHG� RWKHU� JRGV�� ZRUVKLSLQJ� DQG�
VHUYLQJ� WKHPŌWKDW� LV� ZK\� WKH� /RUG� EURXJKW� DOO�
WKLV�GLVDVWHU�RQ�WKHPłń��YHUVHV��ŋ���

God continues his conversation with Solomon giving clarity 

about the choices that await the king. Once again we see an “if-

then” clause given to Solomon. This second choice God presents 

to Solomon is a tough one to read. If Solomon fails to heed the 

correction from God the results of sin will be clearly revealed to 

the surrounding nations. God will devastate the Temple that the 

people of Israel have tirelessly worked to complete and Solomon 

has just dedicated and it will be clear that the reason the Temple 

KDV�EHHQ�ĠDWWHQHG�LV�D�GLUHFW�UHVXOW�RI�GLVREHGLHQFH��

Knowing that my endeavors provide a window into my heart we 

need to FOHDUO\�KHHG�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�/RUG�

The same choice God gives to king Solomon is a choice each one 

of us face. Maybe you can think about a friend that has left the 

church. I bet you can recall about the time they started slowly 

walking away from God. For most people this isn’t a choice that 

happens overnight but is a gradual process. It’s one of those 

choices that happens when bitterness is allowed to sneak into 

our lives. It’s one of those choices that happens when we decide 

to take our focus off God for a period of time to accomplish a 

SURMHFW�DW�ZRUN�RU�WR�JHW�LQWR�WKH�QHZ�KRXVH�RU�WR�IRFXV�RQ�ğQDO�
exams or to make sure all the wedding preparations are com-

plete. It’s one of those things that happens when we fail to have 

right relationships with those in our community and instead of 

talking through our issues we back away to avoid contact with 

that person.

The road to deception begins with one little lie. The road to 

EDQNUXSWF\�EHJLQV�ZLWK�DQ�XQZLVH�ğQDQFLDO�GHFLVLRQ��7KH�URDG�
to adultery begins with an extended look. The road to addiction 

begins with one too many drinks or just “one try.” If you don’t 

believe me just turn on the news and listen to the Petraeus affair. 

God presents this choice to Solomon and since we are studying 

his life we know how the story turns out. Solomon continues 

walking in the same path he has been taking and 2 Kings 25:8–11 

reveals to us how that decision played out.

2Q� WKH� VHYHQWK� GD\� RI� WKH� ğIWK� PRQWK�� LQ� WKH�
QLQHWHHQWK� \HDU� RI� 1HEXFKDGQH]]DU� NLQJ� RI�
%DE\ORQ�� 1HEX]DUDGDQ� FRPPDQGHU� RI� WKH� LPSH-
ULDO�JXDUG��DQ�RIğFLDO�RI�WKH�NLQJ�RI�%DE\ORQ��FDPH�
WR�-HUXVDOHP��+H�VHW�ğUH�WR�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�WKH�/RUG��
WKH�UR\DO�SDODFH�DQG�DOO� WKH�KRXVHV�RI� -HUXVDOHP��
(YHU\� LPSRUWDQW� EXLOGLQJ� KH� EXUQHG� GRZQ�� 7KH�
ZKROH�%DE\ORQLDQ�DUP\�XQGHU�WKH�FRPPDQGHU�RI�
WKH� LPSHULDO�JXDUG�EURNH�GRZQ�WKH�ZDOOV�DURXQG�
-HUXVDOHP�� 1HEX]DUDGDQ� WKH� FRPPDQGHU� RI� WKH�
JXDUG�FDUULHG�LQWR�H[LOH�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�UHPDLQHG�
LQ�WKH�FLW\��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�SRSXODFH�DQG�
WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�GHVHUWHG�WR�WKH�NLQJ�RI�%DE\ORQ�

The nation of Israel eventually is defeated; the temple is demol-

ished and the people taken into captivity. After the fall of Israel 

you have to imagine mothers threatening their children, “if you 

don’t watch out you’ll end up like the Israelites.” The sad thing is 



king Solomon only has himself to blame for the destruction. God 

came to warn him in this second visit but once again Solomon 

chose money, sex and power over a humble heart that is dedi-

cated to God. 

This morning we have a unique opportunity to see what Solomon 

wasn’t able to see. We can see how this choice played out for him. 

The tough thing is that we can’t see how our choices are going 

to play out for us. We can plan and execute as much as we want 

but in the end there comes a time that we just have to make a 

decision and hopefully that decision will involve choosing God. 

+RSHIXOO\�LW�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�6FULSWXUH�DQG�ğOOHG�ZLWK�SUD\HU�DV�
you heed the instruction of God.

We don’t have time this morning to go through every verse in the 

rest of the chapter but I do want to take a few minutes to sum-

marize them. 1 Kings 9:10–28 talks about Solomon’s endeavors 

DQG�JLYHV�XV�D�ZLQGRZ�LQWR�KLV�KHDUW��+HUH�LV�ZKHUH�ZH�ğQG�RXW�
WKDW�6RORPRQ�KDV�EHHQ�OHDGLQJ�,VUDHO�IRU����\HDUV�DQG�ZH�ğQG�
out what he has accomplished in those 20 years. He had an in-

ternational business relationship with Hiram where he dabbled 

in the import/export business. Solomon was involved in a beau-

WLğFDWLRQ�SURFHVV�ZKHUH�KH�UHEXLOW�FLWLHV��EDUQV�DQG�RWKHU�EXLOG-

ings as he desired. He had massive amounts of slave labor at his 

disposal to help with these projects. He built an amazing house 

for his foreign wives and appears to have done much better at 

ğQGLQJ�JROG�WKDQ�WKRVH�JX\V�RQ�WKH�'LVFRYHU\�&KDQQHO��,�DFWXDOO\�
OLNH�PDWK�DQG�ğJXUHG� WKH�YDOXH�RI� WKH�JROG�6RORPRQ�DFTXLUHG�
in verse 28 would have been somewhere in the neighborhood 

of $850 million dollars. Now if someone gave CPC that kind of 

PRQH\�ZH�FRXOG�DFFRPSOLVK�KDOI�RI�RXU�9LVLRQ������E\�ğQGLQJ�
SHUPDQHQW�ORFDWLRQV�IRU�DOO�RXU�FDPSXVHV�

7KUHH�WLPHV�D�\HDU�6RORPRQ�VDFULğFHG�EXUQW�RIIHU-
LQJV�DQG�IHOORZVKLS�RIIHULQJV�RQ�WKH�DOWDU�KH�KDG�
EXLOW�IRU�WKH�/RUG��EXUQLQJ�LQFHQVH�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�
DORQJ�ZLWK�WKHP��DQG�VR�IXOğOOHG�WKH�WHPSOH�REOL-
JDWLRQV����.LQJV�������

This is one verse that I want to pay special attention to. In the 

28 verses in this chapter we do see that Solomon always made a 

choice to worship God. Thinking about our endeavors in life and 

how they provide a window into our heart will you choose to 

FRQVWDQWO\�ZRUVKLS�*RG"

,WłV�GLIğFXOW� IRU�XV�WR�NQRZ�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�WKH�ZULWHU� LV� WU\LQJ�WR�
WHOO�XV�DERXW�6RORPRQłV�KHDUW� LQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�b6RPH�ZRXOG�VD\�
that these verses show Solomon’s continued commitment to 

God and God’s blessing on him. Others would say that this is 

an indictment of Solomon, showing that his heart was pursuing 

the wrong things and not keeping God alone as the One he wor-

shipped. Either way, we do know here that God desires for us to 

choose to worship him in all that we do; even when times are 

GLIğFXOW�DQG�ZH�PD\�QRW�IHHO�OLNH�LW�

-XVW� RYHU� WKUHH� \HDUV� DJR� VWDUWHG� ZKDW� ZRXOG� EHFRPH� WKH�
toughest run of ministry that I have ever faced. The founding 

lead pastor of the church where I was in Las Vegas walked into 

our leadership meeting and confessed that he had committed 

a moral failure and needed to resign his leadership over the 

church. Needless to say I was in shock and for the next year I was 

on a team of four men that helped to lead our church through 

the absence of a lead pastor. After a year of helping to lead our 

elders called a new lead pastor to come out to Vegas.

To be completely honest with you that time without a lead pastor 

wore on my heart and I started to see my relationship with God 

slipping. I was leading a growing high school ministry, helping 

give leadership to missions at our church, attending seminary, 

and Charity and I had Sophie at the time and then she got preg-

nant. About a year ago I hit this wall and I wasn’t sure I wanted to 

be in pastoral leadership anymore; I had even considered taking 

a break from church. My heart was feeling lonely, hurt and ugly. 

One day, while I was praying, I really felt God speaking to me and 

encouraging me to press on; that this was all a part of what he 

was teaching me. Through that dark time I stayed committed to 

God by constantly worshipping him and not letting myself leave 

his side. 

7KLV�PRUQLQJ�LI�\RX�DUH�KDYLQJ�D�GLIğFXOW�WLPH�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�*RG�
WKURXJK�WKH�GLIğFXOW�WLPHV�RI�OLIH�,�ZDQW�WR�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�GR�
something very simple yet very bold. You may be struggling in 

\RXU� MRE�� \RX�PD\� EH� RYHU� \RXU� KHDG� ğQDQFLDOO\�� \RX�PD\� EH�
having problems with your marriage; this morning will you 

FKRRVH�WR�IROORZ�*RG"

When we look at all of chapter nine we see no response on the 

behalf of Solomon. We are not certain how Solomon responds 

to this God in this appearance. We don’t know if Solomon made 

a choice to follow God that day.  Now when I talk about choosing 

WR�IROORZ�*RG�WRGD\�,�DP�QRW�UHIHUULQJ�WR�VDOYDWLRQ�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��
I am referring to the little decisions that we make every day that 

either draw us closer to God or pull our hearts away from God.

In his book on the life of King Solomon Phillip Ryken says: “Some 

Christians seem to think that this is a choice we make only once 

LQ�OLIH��ZKHQ�ZH�ğUVW�GHFLGH�WR�IROORZ�&KULVW��%XW�LQ�IDFW�ZH�IDFH�
this choice every day at every moment.” 

When the Israelites asked Samuel to give them a king they were 

looking for a military leader that would be a conquering king. 

Over 900 years after the death of Solomon the true leader of the 

,VUDHOLWHV�FDPH�WR�HDUWK�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�PDQ��-HVXV�GLGQłW�FRPH�
as a conquering king but as a suffering servant. He came gentle 

and speaking truth. He healed the sick and touched the lepers. 

he raised men from the dead and walked on water. He forgave 

prostitutes and drove out demons. One day he was speaking 

on a mountainside and gave what would become the most fa-

mous sermon ever preached: The Sermon on the Mount. In that 
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message he said:  “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the 
gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many 
enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that 
OHDGV�WR� OLIH��DQG�RQO\�D�IHZ�ğQG�LWń (Matthew 7:13–14). That 

GD\�-HVXV�SUHVHQWHG�D�YLVXDO�LPDJH�WKDW�OHDYHV�XV�ZLWK�D�FKRLFH�
today. There is a broad road that leads to destruction and a 

narrow road that leads to life.

All throughout history people have been making choices that 

ZRXOG�GLUHFW�WKHLU�IXWXUH��,Q������WKH�FKRLFH�ZDV�VROLGLğHG�LQ�WKH�
minds of hundreds of thousands who watched a cutting edge 

movie called The Matrix��,�KDYHQłW�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�FRPSOHWHO\�ğJXUH�
out what the Matrix is but I do know that Neo was given a choice. 

That choice is the same choice that was presented to Solomon 

almost 3,000 years ago to choose God. Two thousand years ago 

-HVXV�SUHVHQWHG�WKDW�FKRLFH�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�VDW�DQG�OLVWHQHG�WR�WKH�

Sermon on the Mount. This is the choice that we have to make 

today to follow God.

1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�OLIH�VWDJH�\RX�ğQG�\RXUVHOI�DW�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�QR�
one is exempt from the choice. You may be a student working 

\RXU�ZD\� WKURXJK�FROOHJH��D�VLQJOH�DGXOW� WU\LQJ� WR�ğQG�WLPH�WR�
connect with God, a young parent who feels that your prayer 

life revolves around your children sleeping through the night, 

a business professional doing your best to make choices that 

honor God, an empty-nester who is serving in your free time, 

or a prime-timer loving what God is doing in your life. Please let 

this morning’s message serve as a reminder of our need to daily 

choose to follow God in all we do.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


