
The title of our message series really could have been the heading 
IRU�WKH�ğUVW����\HDUV�RI�P\�OLIH��:KHQ�,�ZDV����\HDUV�ROG�,�PRYHG�
XS�WR�7UXFNHH�ZLWK�DOO�RI�P\�EHVW�IULHQGV��$�IHZ�GD\V�EHIRUH�WKH�
PRYH�,�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�P\������7R\RWD�WUXFN�DQG�ORVW�D�QXW�WKDW�
KHOG�RQ�WKH�KHDG�JDVNHW�� ,�GLGQłW�KDYH�HQRXJK�WLPH�WR�RUGHU� LW�
VR� ,� MXVW�ğJXUHG� ,�ZRXOG�JHW�RQ�WKH�URDG�DQG�EX\� LW� ODWHU�� ,� OHIW�
%LJ�%HDU�HDUO\�RQH�PRUQLQJ�WRZLQJ�D�8�+DXO�WUDLOHU�ZLWK�DOO�P\�
VWXII�LQ�LW�DQG�P\�EHVW�IULHQG�&RQUDG�IROORZLQJ�PH�LQ�KLV�WUXFN��
6RPHZKHUH�RII�WKH�����QRUWK�RI�%LVKRS�DQG�VRXWK�RI�1HYDGD�P\�
HQJLQH�OLJKW�ZKHQ�RQ��,�GLGQłW�KDYH�PDQ\�RSWLRQV�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�
RI�WKH�GHVHUW�IRU�ğ[LQJ�P\�WUXFN��,�KDG�D�VTXLUW�VRGD�ERWWOH�DQG�
NQLIH�LQ�WKH�IURQW�VHDW�VR�,�WRRN�RII�WKH�ERWWOH�WRS��VWDEEHG�DQ�;�
LQWR�LW�DQG�VFUHZHG�LW�RQ�P\�HQJLQH��7KH�OLJKW�ZHQW�RII�DQG�ZH�
ZHUH�DEOH�WR�PDNH�LW�VDIHO\�WR�RXU�QHZ�KRXVH�LQ�7UXFNHH�

1RZ�,łP�QRW�H[DFWO\�VXUH�LI�WKLV�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�ZLVGRP��D�FUD]\�
GHFLVLRQ� LQ�P\� OLIH�� RU� ,� MXVW� JRW� OXFN\�� EXW� IRU� VRPH� UHDVRQ� LW�
ZRUNHG�� /RRNLQJ� EDFN� RQ� \RXU� OLIH� ,� EHW� WKDW� \RX� FDQ� WKLQN� RI�
WLPHV�ZKHUH�\RX�MXVW�JRW�OXFN\��0D\EH�\RX�IRXQG�\RXUVHOI�LQ�D�
VLWXDWLRQ� WKDW� ZDV� EH\RQG� \RXU� FDSDFLW\� DQG� *RG� KHOSHG� \RX�
ğJXUH�RXW�D� VROXWLRQ��7KHUH�DUH�SUREDEO\�RWKHU� WLPHV� WKDW� \RX�
PDGH�D�FUD]\�FKRLFH�DQG�ZKHQ�\RX� ORRN�EDFN�RQ�\RXU� OLIH�\RX�
FDQ�RQO\�SRLQW�WR�WKH�JUDFH�RI�*RG�IRU�JHWWLQJ�\RX�RXW�RI�WKH�VLWX�
DWLRQ��,�ZRXOG�YHQWXUH�WR�JXHVV�WKDW�\RXłYH�DOVR�KDG�JUHDW�PR�
PHQWV�RI�ZLVGRP�LQ�OLIH��WKRVH�WLPHV�WKDW�\RX�ZLVK�FRXOG�NHHS�
KDSSHQLQJ�EHFDXVH�\RX�ORYH�WKH�UHVXOWV�VR�PXFK��

7KH� WLWOH� RI� WKH� PHVVDJH� WKLV� PRUQLQJ� LV� Ń6RORPRQłV� 6LPSOH�
6ROXWLRQ�ń�ZKHQ�LQ�UHDOLW\�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WKDW�6RORPRQ�KDV�WR�PDNH�
WKLV�ZHHN�LV�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�VLPSOH��/DVW�ZHHN�0DUN�WDXJKW�RQ�WKH�
HQFRXQWHU�WKDW�6RORPRQ�KDG�ZLWK�*RG�LQ�D�GUHDP�DQG�WKH�RQH�
UHTXHVW�WKDW�6RORPRQ�PDGH�RI�*RG��7KDW�RQH�UHTXHVW�ZDV�IRU�D�
GLVFHUQLQJ�KHDUW��RU�D� OLVWHQLQJ�KHDUW�� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW�ZH� WHQG�
WR�WUDQVODWH�DV�D�UHTXHVW�IRU�ZLVGRP��7KLV�ZHHN�ZH�KDYH�WKH�RS�
SRUWXQLW\� WR� VHH� LI�*RG�KRQRUV� WKLV� UHTXHVW�RU� LI�6RORPRQ� MXVW�
KDG�WRR�PXFK�SL]]D�DQG�LW�XSVHW�KLV�VWRPDFK�FDXVLQJ�KLP�WR�KDYH�
FUD]\�GUHDPV�

2SHQ�\RXU�%LEOH�WR���.LQJV�����ŋ����7KLV�PD\�EH�D�VWRU\�WKDW�\RX�
DUH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�EXW�,�WUXVW�WKDW�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�*RG�ZDQWV�WR�WHDFK�
XV�DOO�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ��

Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood 
before him. One of them said, “Pardon me, my 
lord. This woman and I live in the same house, 
and I had a baby while she was there with me. The 
third day after my child was born, this woman also 

had a baby. We were alone; there was no one in 
the house but the two of us” (verses 16–18).

:HłUH�QRW�VXUH�KRZ�ORQJ�DIWHU�6RORPRQłV�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�*RG�
WKLV� VWRU\� WDNHV�SODFH�EXW� LW� VHHP�IDLUO\�FORVH� LQ� WLPH��7R�PDNH�
WKH� VWRU\�HDVLHU� WR�XQGHUVWDQG� ,� FKRVH� WR�QDPH� WKHVH�ZRPHQ��
7KH�ğUVW�ZRPDQ�ZKR�FRPHV�WR�WKH�NLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�UHTXHVW�,�KDYH�
QDPHG�7DELWKD�DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�ZRPDQ� LQ� WKH�VWRU\�=RH�� ,� ORYH�
WKH� UHVSHFW� WKDW� WKLV�ZRPDQ�VKRZV� WR� WKH�NLQJ��EXW� WKH� IDFW� LV�
WKDW�WKLV�VWRU\�UHYHDOV�WKH�VSLULWXDO�VWDWH�RI�,VUDHO�� ,Q�WKH�ODZ�RI�
0RVHV�LW�ZDV�FOHDU�WKDW�SURVWLWXWLRQ�ZDV�QRW�DQ�DFFHSWDEOH�FDUHHU�
FKRLFH�IRU�WKH�ZRPHQ�LQ�,VUDHO�DQG�KHUH�ZH�KDYH�QRW�RQH�EXW�WZR�
SURVWLWXWHV�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�NLQJ��

7KH� VWRU\� UHYHDOV� WR� XV� WKDW� WKHVH� WZR� ODGLHV� DUH� SUREDEO\� DF�
TXDLQWDQFHV�RU�DW�OHDVW�KDYH�NQRZQ�HDFK�RWKHU�IRU�D�OLWWOH�ZKLOH�
EHFDXVH�ZH� VHH� WKDW� WKH\�ZHUH�ERWK� LQ� WKH� VDPH�KRXVH�ZKHQ�
WKH�RWKHU�JDYH�ELUWK��$Q�LQFULPLQDWLQJ�IDFW�LV�WXFNHG�DZD\�LQ�WKH�
VWRU\�WKRXJK��7DELWKD�FOHDUO\�VKDUHV�WKDW�QR�RQH�HOVH�ZDV�LQ�WKH�
KRXVH�ZLWK�WKHP�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�LQFLGHQW�WKDW�LV�DERXW�WR�EH�
SUHVHQWHG��7KLV�LV�D�ELJ�IDFW�IRU�WKLV�FDVH�EHFDXVH�LQ�+HEUHZ�FXO�
WXUH�WKHUH�LV�D�UHTXLUHPHQW�WKDW�IRU�D�PDWWHU�WR�EH�VHWWOHG�LW�KDG�
WR�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�WZR�RU�WKUHH�ZLWQHVVHV��“One 
witness is not enough to convict anyone accused of any crime 
or offense they may have committed. A matter must be estab-
lished by the testimony of two or three witnesses” (Deuteronomy 
�������

“During the night this woman’s son died because 
she lay on him. So she got up in the middle of the 
night and took my son from my side while I your 
servant was asleep. She put him by her breast and 
put her dead son by my breast. The next morning, 
I got up to nurse my son—and he was dead! But 
when I looked at him closely in the morning light, 
I saw that it wasn’t the son I had borne.” The other 
woman said, “No! The living one is my son; the 
GHDG�RQH�LV�\RXUV�ń�%XW�WKH�ğUVW�RQH�LQVLVWHG��Ń1R��
The dead one is yours; the living one is mine.” And 
so they argued before the king (verses 19–22).

6LQFH� 6RORPRQ�ZDV� WKH� NLQJ� RI� ,VUDHO� KH�ZRXOG� DOVR� KDYH� WKH�
SRZHU�WR�MXGJH�RYHU�FDVHV��*HQHUDOO\�RQO\�WKH�PRVW�GLIğFXOW�FDVHV�
ZRXOG�DSSHDU�EHIRUH�WKH�NLQJ�DQG�XVXDOO\�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�WRR�
GLIğFXOW� IRU�RWKHU� OHDGHUV� LQ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� WR�KDQGOH�� ,�ZDQW�
to bring to your attention that since this case came before the 
king it is probably safe to say that there are other people around 
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ZDLWLQJ� WR� VHH� KRZ� 6RORPRQ�ZLOO� KDQGOH� WKLV� GLVSXWH�� PD\EH�
HYHQ�WKH�OHDGHUV�ZKR�KDG�GLIğFXOW\�KDQGOLQJ�WKH�FDVH��

$W� WKLV�SRLQW� LQ� WKH�VWRU\�ZLOO�\RX�UHPRYH�WKH�VWHUHRW\SHV� WKDW�
\RX�KDYH�DOUHDG\�SODFHG�RQ� WKHVH�ZRPHQ"�2QFH�ZH� UHDG� WKDW�
they are prostitutes many of us have put a stigma on these 
ZRPHQ��EXW� OHWłV� ORRN�EH\RQG� WKDW� WR� VHH� WKHP�KRZ�*RG�VHHV�
WKHP��7KLV�PD\�EH�GLIğFXOW�IRU�VRPH�RI�XV�WR�GR�EXW�WR�KHOS�VHH�
WKH� VWRU\� LQ� D� GLIIHUHQW� OLJKW�ZLOO� \RX� GR� \RXU� EHVW� WR� UHPRYH�
DQ\� SUHFRQFHLYHG� QRWLRQV"� 5LJKW� QRZ�ZH�KDYH� WZR� GLVWUDXJKW�
PRWKHUV�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�NLQJ��7KHUH�LV�GHğQLWHO\�D�OLYLQJ�
EDE\�LQYROYHG�DQG�ZKR�NQRZV�ZKHUH�WKH�GHDG�VRQ�LV�DW��KH�FRXOG�
EH�WKHUH�LQ�WKH�FRXUWURRP�ZLWK�WKHP�LQWHQVLI\LQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��
2QH�PRWKHU�ZLOO�QHYHU�VHH�KHU�VRQ�DJDLQ�DQG�RQH�PRWKHU�LV�GHV�
SHUDWHO\�ORRNLQJ�IRU�KRSH��

/RRNLQJ�DW�WKLV�FDVH�IURP�D�SXUHO\�MXGLFLDU\�VWDQGSRLQW�ZH�ZRXOG�
VHH� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� WZR�PDMRU� RIIHQVHV� WKDW� KDYH�EHHQ�EURNHQ��
,I� LQGHHG�=RH�VWROH� WKH�EDE\� IURP�7DELWKD� WKHQ�=RH�SRWHQWLDOO\�
FRXOG� IDFH� GHDWK� IRU� NLGQDSSLQJ�� ,I� =RH� GLGQłW� VWHDO� WKH� EDE\�
IURP�7DELWKD�ZH�QRZ�KDYH�D�FDVH�ZKHUH�7DELWKD�LV�O\LQJ�DERXW�
WKH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�=RH��EXW�ZH�DOUHDG\�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�RWKHU�
SHUVRQ�WR�YHULI\�ZKR�WKH�ELRORJLFDO�PRWKHU�RI�WKH�LQIDQW�LV��

7KH�FDVH�KDV�EHHQ�SUHVHQWHG�DQG�SHRSOH�DUH�QRZ�ORRNLQJ�WR�WKH�
NLQJ� IRU� D�ZLVH� UXOLQJ�� /HDUQLQJ� DERXW� 6RORPRQ�ZH� FDQ� JXHVV�
WKDW�KH�VKDUHG�ZLWK�VRPH�SHRSOH�DERXW�WKH�GUHDP�KH�KDG��LI�*RG�
ZHUH�WR�DQVZHU�WKDW�SUD\HU�ULJKW�QRZ�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�LGHDO�WLPH��
8S� XQWLO� QRZ�ZH�KDYHQłW� KHDUG� 6RORPRQ�XWWHU� RQH�ZRUG�� EXW�
VLQFH�WKH�IDFWV�KDYH�EHHQ�ODLG�RXW�LWłV�6RORPRQłV�WXUQ�WR�VSHDN�

The king said, “This one says, ‘My son is alive and 
your son is dead,’ while that one says, ‘No! Your 
son is dead and mine is alive.’” Then the king said, 
“Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword for 
the king. He then gave an order: “Cut the living 
child in two and give half to one and half to the 
other” (verses 23–25).

:KDW�ZH�KDYH�KHUH�LV�D�W\SLFDO�ŃVKH�VDLG��VKH�VDLGń�VFHQDULR��7KLV�
LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�H[SHFW�WR�VHH�RQ�WKH�SOD\JURXQG�RI�
D�ORFDO�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO�ZKHUH�D�WHDFKHU�LQWHUFHGHV�DQG�JLYHV�
ERWK� WKH� NLGV� D� WLPHRXW� IRU� EHLQJ� FKLOGLVK�� 7KH� ZKROH� WKLQJ�
FKDQJHV�SUHWW\�TXLFNO\�WKRXJK�ZKHQ�6RORPRQ�DVNV�IRU�D�VZRUG�
WR�EH�EURXJKW�WR�KLP��<RX�KDYH�WR�LPDJLQH�WKDW�SHRSOH�DUH�ZRQ�
GHULQJ�ZKDW�WKH�NLQJ�KDV�LQ�PLQG��'RHV�KH�KDYH�D�VWUD\�WKUHDG�
RQ�KLV� FORWKHV� WKDW�KH�KDV� WR� FXW�RII"�'RHV�KH�ZDQW� WR� FXW�KLV�
VDQGZLFK�LQ�KDOI"��:KDW�LV�JRLQJ�RQ�KHUH"�7KH�RUGHU�LV�SUHVHQWHG�
WR�FXW�WKH�EDE\�LQ�KDOI��<RX�KDYH�WR�LPDJLQH�WKH�HQWLUH�DXGLHQFH�
EHLQJ�LQ�DEVROXWH�VKRFN��7KH�NLQJ�GLG�QRW�JHW�ZLVGRP�EXW�IROO\���

)URP�D�SHUVRQDO�VWDQGSRLQW�,�FRXOGQłW�WDNH�WKH�RUGHU�IURP�NLQJ�
6RORPRQ��LW�PDNHV�PH�VLFN�WR�P\�VWRPDFK�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�D�FKLOG�
EHLQJ�FXW� LQ� WZR�� -XVW� WR�EH� FOHDU� ,� DP�QRW�D�PRWKHU�EXW� ,� DP�
IDWKHU�� ,� KDYH� WZR� EHDXWLIXO� OLWWOH� JLUOV� WKDW� ,�ZDQW� WR� KDYH� WKH�
EHVW�FKDQFH�LQ�OLIH��,�ZDQW�P\�OLWWOH�JLUOV�WR�VHH�WKLQJV�WKDW�,�KDYH�

QHYHU�EHHQ�DEOH� WR�VHH�� ,�ZDQW�WKHP�WR�KDYH�WKLQJV� LQ� OLIH� WKDW�
,�QHYHU�KDG�� ,�ZDQW� WKHP�WR�EH�VDIH�DQG� ,�ZDQW� WKHP�WR�NQRZ�
*RG�LQ�D�SHUVRQDO�ZD\��:KHQ�6RSKLH�ZDV�ERUQ�VKH�DFWXDOO\�ZHQW�
VWUDLJKW�RYHU�WR�1,&8�DQG�DV�PXFK�DV�,�ZDQWHG�*RG�WR�ULJKW�ZKDW�
,� WKRXJKW� KDG� EHHQ� GRQH�ZURQJ� WR�PH� ,� OHDUQHG�KRZ�PXFK� ,�
QHHGHG�WKH�PHUF\�RI�*RG�LQ�P\�OLIH��

:H�ZDQW�MXVWLFH��EXW�QHHG�PHUF\��8S�WR�WKLV�SRLQW� LQ�WKH�VWRU\�
\RXU�KHDUW�KDV�SUREDEO\�JRQH�RXW�WR�7DELWKD��7KHUH�LV�D�QDWXUDO�
KXPDQ� FRPSDVVLRQŌLQ�PRVW� RI� XVŌWKDW� H[SUHVVHV� V\PSDWK\�
IRU�KHU� ORVV��$W� ğUVW� JODQFH�ZH�PD\�KDYH� D�ZDOO� XS� WR�KHU� EH�
FDXVH� RI� KHU� RFFXSDWLRQ� EXW� RQFH�ZH� UHDOL]H� WKDW� VKH� ORVW� KHU�
baby there is something internal that changes to compassion 
IRU�WKH�ZRPDQ��:H�ZDQW�MXVWLFH�WR�SUHYDLO�DQG�ZH�ZDQW�KHU�WR�
get her baby back but once Solomon makes the order to kill the 
EDE\�VRPHWKLQJ�LQVLGH�RI�\RX�KRSHIXOO\�FKDQJHG�IURP�MXVWLFH�WR�
PHUF\��,I�\RXU�KHDUW�KDVQłW�FKDQJHG�WR�WKH�SOLJKW�RI�WKHVH�ZRPHQ�
\HW�NHHS�OLVWHQLQJ�EHFDXVH�WKH�VWRU\�LVQłW�RYHU�

Once the order is given Tabitha cries out immediately and begins 
WR�EHJ�6RORPRQ�QRW� WR�NLOO� WKH�EDE\��<RX�KDYH�WR� LPDJLQH�WKDW�
DV�VRRQ�DV�WKH�RUGHU�OHIW�WKH�OLSV�RI�WKH�NLQJ�7DELWKD�ZDV�FU\LQJ�
RXW�IRU�PHUF\�EXW�MXVW�DV�TXLFNO\�=RH�HQFRXUDJHV�WKH�RUGHU�RI�WKH�
NLQJ�WR�NLOO�WKH�EDE\��7KH�FRPSDVVLRQ�RI�D�PRWKHU�LV�RR]LQJ�RXW�
RI�7DELWKD�DQG�KHU� FRQFHUQ� IRU�KHU� VRQ��HYHQ� LI� VKH� FDQłW�KDYH�
KLP�VKH�ZRXOG�QHYHU�ZDQW�KLP�WR�SHULVK��7DELWKD�ZRXOG�UDWKHU�
KHU�VRQ�KDYH�WKH�JLIW�RI�OLIH��HYHQ�LI�LW�LVQłW�ZLWK�KHU��WKDQ�WR�KDYH�
WR�WDVWH�GHDWK�

�7KLV�LV�D�VLPLODU�WKLQJ�WKDW�KDSSHQV�WR�ZRPHQ�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��
7KHUH� DUH� ZRPHQ� ZKR� IHHO� XQğW� WR� NHHS� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG�
ZDQWLQJ�WKH�EHVW�OLIH�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOG�WKH\�SXW�WKHLU�EDELHV�XS�IRU�
DGRSWLRQ��7KHVH�ZRPHQ�FRQVFLRXVO\�GR� WKLV�NQRZLQJ� WKH\� MXVW�
FDQłW�SURYLGH�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOG�RU�IHHO�XQğW�DV�D�SDUHQW�WR�SURYLGH�
WKH� EHVW� KRPH� OLIH�� LQVWHDG� RI� WKHLU� FKLOG� KDYLQJ� WR� VXIIHU� WKH�
FRPSDVVLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�LV�UHYHDOHG��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�ZH�
DOVR�VHH�WKH�GLVPDO��EURNHQ�KHDUWHG��GLVWUDXJKW�SDLQ�RI�D�ZRPDQ�
ZKR�KDV�ORVW�KHU�FKLOG��7KLV�LVQłW�VRPHWKLQJ�,�KDYH�SHUVRQDOO\�H[�
SHULHQFHG�EXW�WKHUH�DUH�SUREDEO\�VRPH�LQ�WKH�URRP�ZKR�KDYH��

,Q� WKH�RUGHU� WKDW� 6RORPRQ�JLYHV�ZH� DUH� DEOH� WR� VHH� WKH�GHSWK�
RI� WKH� KXUW� LQ� WKH� KHDUW� RI� =RH�� +HDULQJ� WKDW� QHLWKHU� ZRPDQ�
ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�EOHVVLQJ�RI�PRWKHUKRRG�=RH�LV�H[FLWHG��VKH�ZDQWV�
VRPHRQH�HOVH�WR�IHHO�WKH�GHHS�VHW�SDLQ�WKDW�VKH�KDV�IHOW��7KH�\HDUV�
of prostitution have left her an empty vessel in need of the mercy 
RI�*RG�DQG�HYHQ�ZKHQ�LWłV�RIIHUHG�VKH�LV�VR�KXUW�WKDW�VKH�LV�XQ�
DEOH�WR�UHVSRQG�ZLWK�DQ\�FRPSDVVLRQ�

,I�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�DQ[LRXVO\�DQWLFLSDWLQJ�WR�VHH�LI�*RG�DQVZHUHG�
WKH�UHTXHVW�WKDW�6RORPRQ�PDGH�EDFN�LQ�YHUVH���RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU��
WKH�ZDLW� LV� RYHU�� 6RORPRQ� KDV� REVHUYHG� WKH� UHVSRQVH� RI� ERWK�
ZRPHQ��KH� IHHOV� WKDW�KH�KDV� VXIğFLHQW� LQIRUPDWLRQ� WR�PDNH�D�
VLPSOH�VROXWLRQ�WR�D�FRPSOH[�SUREOHP��6RORPRQ�FDOPO\�LQVWUXFWV�
KLV�VHUYDQWV�WR�JLYH�WKH�EDE\�WR�WKH�ğUVW�PRWKHU�EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�



DEOH�WR�JHW�WR�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�PDWWHU�ZKHQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�ERWK�
ZRPHQ�ZHUH�UHYHDOHG�

6RORPRQ�XVHG�D�GLIğFXOW�RUGHU�WR�KHOS�KLP�PDNH�KLV�ğQDO�UXOLQJ�
LQ�WKH�FDVH��,�IHHO�OLNH�,�FDQ�EUHDWKH�QRZ�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�WKH�EDE\�LV�
JRLQJ�WR�EH�RN���7KH�WHQVLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRXUWURRP�WKDW�ZDV�VR�WKLFN�
\RX�FRXOG�FXW� LW�ZLWK�D�NQLIH�KDV� MXVW�GLVVLSDWHG��7KH�QDWLRQ�RI�
,VUDHO�FDQ�UHVW�FRQğGHQWO\�LQ�WKH�\RXQJ�OHDGHU��3HRSOH�SUREDEO\�
VWDUWHG�WDONLQJ�DERXW�6RORPRQ�DQG�ZRUG�VSUHDG�TXLFNO\�RQ�WKH�
VWUHHWV�RI�,VUDHO�DERXW�WKH�ZLVGRP�RQ�WKH�\RXQJ�NLQJ�

When all Israel heard the verdict the king had 
given, they held the king in awe, because they saw 
that he had wisdom from God to administer jus-
tice (v. 28).

:H�FRXOG�VWRS�KHUH�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�DQG�PRVW�RI�XV�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�
EH�FRQWHQW�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�6RORPRQ�PDGH�WKH�ULJKW�GHFLVLRQ�EXW�
LWłV�DOPRVW�DV�LI�WKH�VWRU\�LV�PLVVLQJ�RQH�ODVW�WRXFK��

7KHUH�LV�D�UHDVRQ�WKDW�ZH�DUH�FDOOLQJ�WKLV�VHULHV�7KH�:LVHVW�)RRO�
DQG�WRGD\�6RORPRQ�PDGH�D�JRRG�FKRLFH��%XW�OLNH�0DUN�VDLG�ODVW�
ZHHN�ZH�KDYH�DOUHDG\� VHHQ�HYLGHQFH�RI� D�GLYLGHG�KHDUW� LQ� WKH�
DFWLRQV�RI�6RORPRQ��7RGD\�ZH�DIğUP� WKDW� LQ�KLV� OHDGHUVKLS�E\�
WKH�VSLULWXDO�VWDWH�WKDW�,VUDHO�ğQGV�LWVHOI�LQ��DOWKRXJK�6RORPRQ�LV�D�
JUHDW�OHDGHU�ZLWK�ZLVGRP�WR�VSDUH��WKHUH�LV�VWLOO�VRPHWKLQJ�PRUH�
WR�EH�VDLG��7KH�VWRU\�FDQłW�HQG�ZLWK�LW�EHLQJ�DOO�DERXW�KLP��

6RORPRQ�UHDOO\�LV�D�IRUHVKDGRZLQJ�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��-HVXV�ZDV�DEOH�
WR�DFFRPSOLVK�ZKDW�6RORPRQ�ZDVQłW� DEOH� WR�DFFRPSOLVK� LQ�KLV�
OHDGHUVKLS��,Q�WKH�*RVSHO�D�JURXS�RI�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�DSSURDFKHG�
-HVXV�LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�WUDS�KLP�ZLWK�D�TXHVWLRQ�EXW�WKHLU�DWWHPSW�
IDLOHG��5HDGLQJ�WKH�*RVSHOV�\RX�ZLOO�ğQG�WKDW�-HVXV�LV�WKH�OHDGHU�
WKDW� ,VUDHO� ZDV� KRSLQJ� WR� ğQG� EXW� GLGQłW� KDYH� LQ� WKH� WLPH� RI�
6RORPRQ��)RU�PDQ\�RI�XV��-HVXV�LV�WKH�DQVZHU�WR�OLIH�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�
EHHQ�ORRNLQJ�IRU�

$W�WKLV�SRLQW�\RX�PD\�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�WKLV�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�\RXU�OLIH��
7KDW� LV�D�JUHDW�TXHVWLRQ�EHFDXVH� ,� WKLQN�WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�WKLQJV�
WKDW�ZH�FDQ� OHDUQ�IURP�WKH�VLPSOH�VROXWLRQ�WKDW�6RORPRQ�SUR�
YLGHV�EXW� ,� KDYH�QDUURZHG� LW� GRZQ� WR� WKUHH� DSSOLFDWLRQ�SRLQWV�
IRU�XV�WR�WDNH�DZD\�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��,W�VHHPHG�JRRG�WR�UHODWH�WKHVH�
application points to the movie Vantage Point�WKDW�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�
LQ�0D\�RI�������7KH�PRYLH�WHOOV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�DVVDVVLQDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�3UHVLGHQW�EXW�VKRZV�LW�IURP�WKH�YLHZSRLQW�RI�HLJKW�GLIIHUHQW�
FKDUDFWHUV�� 7KDW� LV� SUREDEO\� WKH� VDPH� WKLQJ� WKDW� KDSSHQHG� WR�
WKRVH�ZKR�VDZ�WKH�RULJLQDO�FDVH�UXOHG�E\�6RORPRQ�DQG�WKH�VDPH�
WKLQJ�IRU�RXU�OLYHV�WRGD\��

(YHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�ZDQW�MXVWLFH�EXW�QHHG�PHUF\�WKH�ğUVW�WKLQJ�ZH�
FDQ�GR�LV�GHIHQG�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�LQQRFHQW��6RORPRQ�FRXOG�KDYH�
NLFNHG�WKHVH�ZRPHQ�RXW�RI�KLV�FRXUWURRP�DQG�VHQW�WKHP�RYHU�WR�
The Jerry Springer Show�EXW�KH�FKRRVH�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�WKHLU�SOHD��7KH�
\RXQJ�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZDWFKHG�WKH�NLQJ�OLVWHQ�FORVHO\�WR�WKH�SOHD�RI�D�

EURNHQ�KHDUWHG�PRWKHU�OHDUQHG�D�YDOXDEOH�OHVVRQ�WKDW�PRUQLQJ�
DERXW�GHIHQGLQJ�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�LQQRFHQW�

7KLV�ZHHN�,�ZDV�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�6DQG\�+XJKHV��RXU�-U��+LJK�3DVWRU��
DQG�ZH�ZHUH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�2SHUDWLRQ�&KULVWPDV�&KLOG��7KLV�LV�D�
YHU\�SUDFWLFDO��NLQG�RI�ğUVW�VWHS�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�DOO�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WR�
GHIHQG�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�LQQRFHQW��$�ERQXV�RQ�WKLV�LV�DQ�RSSRUWX�
QLW\�IRU�WKRVH�RI�\RX�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�WR�WHDFK�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�DERXW�
FDULQJ� IRU� WKH�QHHG\� LQ�RXU�ZRUOG��7KLV� LV� D�YHU\�SUDFWLFDO� VWHS�
WKDW�PRVW�RI�\RX�FDQ�WDNH�WRGD\�DQG�VWDUW�DSSO\LQJ�WKLV�PHVVDJH��

6LQFH�ZH�ZDQW� MXVWLFH�EXW�QHHG�PHUF\�ZLOO�\RX�EH�DQ�DJHQW�RI�
PHUF\�WKLV�ZHHN"�7KLV�FDQ�EH�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�GLIğFXOW�WR�DSSO\�LQ�RXU�
OLYHV�DQG�ZLOO�SUREDEO\�WDNH�VRPH�PRUH�HIIRUW��LW�ZLOO�WDNH�ZLVGRP�
WR�DSSO\�WKLV�RQH��,Q�WKH�VWRU\�6RORPRQ�FRXOG�KDYH�WKURZQ�WKHVH�
ZRPHQ�RXW� RI� KLV� SUHVHQFH� DQG�GLVUHJDUGHG� WKHLU� FDVH� EXW�KH�
GLGQłW�� 6RORPRQ� ORRNHG� SDVW� WKH� VWHUHRW\SHV� LQ� WKHLU� OLYHV� DQG�
VDZ� WKH�GHHS� VHW�SDLQ� LQ� WKHVH�ZRPHQ��7R�PDNH� WKLV�SUDFWLFDO�
it could be looking past the outer appearance of someone you 
ZRUN�ZLWK� WR� VKDUH� WKH�*RVSHO�ZLWK� WKHP��7KH�QH[W� WLPH� WKH\�
DSSURDFK�\RX�MXVW�WDNH�WKH�WLPH�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQ��7KLV�
FRXOG�PHDQ�WKDW�\RX�OLVWHQ�WR�\RXU�QHLJKERU�ZKR�LV�LQ�D�GLIğFXOW�
VLWXDWLRQ�ZKLOH�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�EORFN�LV�WRR�EXV\�JRVVLSLQJ�DERXW�
WKHP��7KLV�PD\�ORRN�OLNH�DQVZHULQJ�D�SKRQH�FDOO�IURP�D�UHODWLYH�
ZKR�LV�FRQVWDQWO\�PDNLQJ�XQZLVH�FKRLFHV�LQ�WKHLU�OLIH��LQVWHDG�RI�
MXVW�VHQGLQJ�WKH�FDOO�WR�YRLFHPDLO�\RX�DFWXDOO\�OLVWHQ�WR�WKHP�DQG�
ZDLW�IRU�\RXU�FKDQFH�WR�VSHDN�WUXWK�LQWR�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�

/RYH� WKRVH� ZKR� DUH� GLIğFXOW� WR� ORYH�� 7KDW� GD\� VRPH� SHRSOH�
ZDONHG�DZD\�IURP�WKH�FRXUWURRP�ZLWK�D�GLIIHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�
OLIH��$ERXW�WZR�PRQWKV�DJR�RXU�(OGHUV�VKDUHG�9LVLRQ������ZLWK�
RXU�FKXUFK��2QH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�ZH�WDONHG�DERXW�ZDV�PDNLQJ�
������GLVFLSOHV�IRU�&KULVW�RQ�WKH�3HQLQVXOD��7KDW�LV�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�
KDSSHQ�RQ�LWV�RZQ��ZH�QHHG�WR�VWDUW�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKDW�WRGD\��7KHUH�
DUH�VRPH�RI�\RX� LQ� WKLV�URRP�WKDW�DUH�PDWXUH�&KULVWLDQV�DQG� ,�
ZDQW�WR�DVN�\RX�WR�VWDUW�SUD\LQJ�DERXW�ZKR�\RX�DUH�GLVFLSOLQJ��
7KH�TXHVWLRQ�PD\�KDYH�WR�JR�D�VWHS�IXUWKHU�DQG�VWDUW�ZLWK�ZKR�
are you praying for them to give their life to Christ so you can 
GLVFLSOH�WKHP��:H�KDYH�SHRSOH�WKDW�DUH�ZDLWLQJ�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG�
LQ�FRPPXQLW\�JURXSV�DQG�ZH�QHHG�SHRSOH�WR�VWHS�XS�DQG�OHDG�
WKHVH�JURXSV��,łP�QRW�VD\LQJ�WKDW�DOO�RI�WKHVH�SHRSOH�DUH�GLIğFXOW�
WR�ORYH�EXW�ZH�QHHG�\RX�WR�ORYH�RQ�WKHP�DQG�GLVFLSOH�WKHP�

7KH�ZD\� WKDW� 6RORPRQ�KDQGOHG� WKLV� FDVH� LV� DOPRVW�PLQG�ERJ�
JOLQJ� EXW� WKH� %LEOH� LV� FOHDU� LQ� WKH� ERRN� RI� -DPHV� WKDW�ZLVGRP�
IURP�+HDYHQ�LV�IXOO�RI�PHUF\��“But the wisdom that comes from 
KHDYHQ� LV�ğUVW�RI�DOO�SXUH�� WKHQ�SHDFH�ORYLQJ�� FRQVLGHUDWH�� VXE-
PLVVLYH�� IXOO� RI�PHUF\� DQG� JRRG� IUXLW�� LPSDUWLDO� DQG� VLQFHUHń�
�-DPHV��������(DUO\�LQ�WKH�ERRN�-DPHV�JLYHV�XV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�DERXW�
REWDLQLQJ�ZLVGRP��KH�OHWV�XV�NQRZ�WKDW�DOO�ZH�KDYH�WR�GR�LV�DVN�
*RG�
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&RXOG� \RX� LPDJLQH� ZKDW� WKH� 3HQLQVXOD� ZRXOG� ORRN� OLNH� LI� ZH�
DOO� VWHSSHG� RXW� RI� RXU� FRPIRUW� ]RQH� DQG� DVNHG�*RG� IRU�PRUH�
ZLVGRP�LQ�RXU�OLYHV"�2QH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�GUHZ�P\�IDPLO\�WR�
&3&�ZDV� WKH�KHDUW�RI� WKLV� FKXUFK�� WKLV� LV�DQ�DPD]LQJ�FKXUFK� LI�
\RX�GLGQłW�NQRZ�LW�DOUHDG\��,I�RQO\�D�FRXSOH�RI�XV�DSSO\�WKH�PHV�
VDJH�WR�RXU�OLIH�WRGD\�ZH�FDQ�LPSDFW�WKH�ZRUOG��EXW�WKH�LPSDFW�
LQFUHDVHV�ZLWK�HYHU\�RQH�RI�XV�WKDW�DSSOLHV�WKH�PHVVDJH��7KH�LP�
SDFW�JURZV�H[SRQHQWLDOO\�DV�RXU�IDPLOLHV��IULHQGV�DQG�QHLJKERUV�

VHH�WKH�ZLVGRP�ZH�KDYH�WKDW�LV�IXOO�RI�PHUF\��:H�ZDQW�WR�ZRUN�
WRJHWKHU�WR�UHDFK�WKH�3HQLQVXOD�IRU�&KULVW�EXW�ZH�FDQłW�NHHS�ZKDW�
ZH�DUH�GRLQJ�KLGGHQ�� ,WłV� JRLQJ� WR� WDNH� WKLV�XQLTXH�PL[WXUH�RI�
ZLVGRP�DQG�PHUF\�WR�LPSDFW�WKLV�SODFH�IRU�&KULVW��EXW�,�WKLQN�ZH�
FDQ�GR�LW�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


