
Have you ever thought about your enduring qualities? Said an-
other way, what is so important about you, what is so intrin-
sically interwoven into your essence, that if “it” were removed, 
your very essence would change, you would no longer be rec-
ognizable? Great companies, organizations and churches think 
about this.  

Walt Disney said imagination and wholesomeness would be 
two enduring qualities of their organization. Back in 1901, 
Nordstrom, decided that service to the customer, even to the 
point of subservience, is a way of life.

Jim Collins said companies that enjoy enduring success have en-
GXULQJ�TXDOLWLHV��FRUH�YDOXHV�WKDW�UHPDLQ�ğ[HG�ZKLOH�WKHLU�EXVL-
ness strategies and practices endlessly adapt to a changing world. 
The dynamic of preserving the core while stimulating progress 
is the reason that companies such as Hewlett-Packard, 3M, 
Johnson & Johnson, Procter & Gamble, Merck, Sony, Motorola, 
and Nordstrom became elite institutions able to renew them-
selves and achieve superior long-term performance.

All companies want to make a lasting impact like these compa-
nies because no company sets out to be mediocre. They want to 
be great. Churches want to make great change too; for different 
reasons, but the hope of impact looks the same. 

Many of you were around last Sunday as the elders shared with 
XV�9LVLRQ�������7KDW�LV�RXU�HQYLVLRQHG�IXWXUH�IRU�WKH�QH[W�HLJKW�
\HDUV�� 7KDW� YLVLRQ� IROORZV� YLVLRQ� ������ ZKLFK� LV� IXOğOOHG� LQ� XV�
meeting here. Our envisioned future changes and evolves. But 
some things never change about a church or an organization. 
That’s what I want to talk with you today; the enduring quali-
ties of Central Peninsula Church: Qualities and distinctions that 
characterize us to the very core of who we are. Values that we 
are so committed to that if you removed any of them, we would 
not be CPC. 

We Value the Bible 
This seems like a no brainer. We really believe that God has 
chosen to reveal Himself through His Word. So the teaching, 
reading, study and meditation of the Bible are essential to our 
relationship with God. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. 
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy,  making 

wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord are right, 
giving joy to the heart. The commands of the 
Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes  (Psalm 
19:7–8).

I remember at age 24, I was reading Genesis 12 where God 
instructed Abram to leave everything he knew and go “to the 
land I will show you.” And as I read these words, God gave me 
this thought, “I want you to go too Shawn.” Where? “I didn’t tell 
Abram and I’m not telling you. Just trust me.”

After about an hour of talking to God about it and God saying 
the same thing, I told him, “I will go.” Since I didn’t know my 
destination, I started by telling my school, my employer and my 
family that I was leaving. That didn’t go so well. 

I obeyed God. I quit my schooling to become a pastor. My in-
ternship at a church naturally ended because I was no longer a 
student.

One year later I was living in Atlanta, working for two godly 
Christian men and I entered a 2-year period of time where my 
VKDOORZ��ZDQWLQJ�FKDUDFWHU�ZDV�H[SRVHG��*RG�XVHG�P\�WZR�\HDUV�
in Atlanta to pull back the curtain of my self-deception; transfor-
mation that I greatly needed.

All of this happened because God spoke to me through His Word. 
God speaks to us through His word when His eternal unchanging 
Word shows us how to lives—today.

Central Peninsula Church has always placed the Bible at the 
center of our identity. We are fed by studying the Bible indi-
YLGXDOO\��:H�DUH�IHG�WRJHWKHU�RQ�6XQGD\�PRUQLQJV�E\�H[SRVLWRU\�
preaching. We discuss it in Community Groups, Women’s Bible 
Studies, Men’s Bible Studies, in our kids’ classes and our classes 
for teenagers. Take it away and we are no longer CPC. 

Part of Vision 2020 is to become a church of 5,000 people. 5,000 
is a lot of people. And a church might water down the challenging 
parts of the Bible in order to attract more people, to make people 
happy. 

We will never compromise the truths of the Bible in order to 
grow larger. In fact, we believe that as we preach and teach the 
Bible faithfully, God will supernaturally speak to people, just like 
He did to me from Genesis 12. 
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We Value Grace 
Grace means a completely unearned, undeserving gift that Jesus 
Christ gives to us because he loves us.  

6XFK� FRQğGHQFH� ZH� KDYH� WKURXJK� &KULVW� EHIRUH�
God. Not that we are competent in ourselves to 
claim anything for ourselves, but our competence 
comes from God. He has made us competent as 
ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but 
of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
OLIH����&RULQWKLDQV����ŋ���

 Our church is a place where lost, hurting, and broken people are 
free to be authentic. So instead of acting like we have it together, 
when we really don’t, we accept, like it says in verse 5, that “our 
competence comes from God.” We accept that transformation 
doesn’t happen overnight with any of us. This means that we 
are free to be transparent with one another because no one is 
punished for being in progress. 

As a kid, I was angry. I’d slam the basketball with fury on the 
court when I’d lose in a game of Horse or scream when I’d make 
D�PLVWDNH�RQ�WKH�WHQQLV�FRXUW��,�ZDV�VHOğVK�DQG�LQVHFXUH�VR�,�WULHG�
to put others down so I could feel better than them. Through His 
amazing love and grace, God saved me. 

I had no competence in myself. I was not smarter than other 
8-year-olds. I was not better than anyone else. I was simply on 
the receiving end of God’s saving grace which is the only thing 
that gave me competence. We celebrate God’s grace in our lives, 
not our feeble attempts at morality.

We Value Worship 
We believe it is a privilege and duty for all Christians to worship 
and adore the great God of the universe. This worship engages 
our minds and hearts. Our worship style is culturally relevant 
while remaining theologically pure. We worship God by uniting 
in Sunday morning worship and cultivating a love relationship 
with Him daily. 

Yet a time is coming and has now come when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in the 
Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of wor-
VKLSHUV�WKH�)DWKHU�VHHNV��-RKQ�������

This is a big deal to us because Worship is heart-level intimacy. 
The worship time at church can be an awkward time for some 
people. Some people don’t like to sing because they don’t like 
WKHLU�YRLFH��6RPH�SHRSOH�WKLQN�ZRUVKLS�O\ULFV�DUH�D�ELW�ĠXII\�DW�
times. Some people don’t like the style of the music. Here are 
three pointers to help you get the most out of the worship time 
on Sunday mornings:

Ŋ�0DNH�WKH�O\ULFV�RI�WKH�VRQJV�ZH�VLQJ�D�WUXH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�\RXU�
own heart.

» Close your eyes. 

» If there’s a lyric that you cannot sing with authenticity, feel the 
freedom to not sing. But instead send a prayer up to God asking 
Him to change your heart.

,I�\RX�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV��\RXłOO�H[SHULHQFH�ZKDW�-HVXV�ZDV�WDONLQJ�
about when He said that true worshippers will worship the 
)DWKHU�LQ�WKH�6SLULW�DQG�WUXWK��<RX�ZLOO�H[SHULHQFH�D�KHDUW�OHYHO�
intimacy with God that will change your life. 

We Value Community 
We demonstrate this through relationships with each other. Not 
only on Sunday mornings but all the time. Our lives are inter-
woven with one another.

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As 
I have loved you, so you must love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
LI�\RX�ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHUń��-RKQ������ŋ����

Love is used four times: Love one another; As I (Jesus) have loved 
you; So you must love one another; If you love one another. 

This one is a pragmatic challenge for us because we are busy 
SHRSOH��%XW�LW�GRHVQłW�KDYH�WR�EH�GLIğFXOW�WR�VKRZ�ORYH�WR�VRPHRQH�
else.

This value is very special to me because of how it affected my 
family. When I was eight years old, my parents decided to try out 
FKXUFK��1RQH�RI�XV�ZHUH�&KULVWLDQV��2Q�RXU�ğUVW�6XQGD\��*DU\�
and Jeanne Morris sat in the pew right behind us and invited 
us to a party at their house that night. That night my parents 
IHOW�ORYHG�DQG�HPEUDFHG�LQWR�WKHLU�FKXUFK�FRPPXQLW\��:LWKLQ�VL[�
weeks, both my parents and I had given our lives to Jesus Christ. 

Central Peninsula Church is a church that shows love to each 
other by making room for one another in our lives. We are not 
VDWLVğHG�ZLWK�EHLQJ�VZHSW�XS�LQ�WKH�IUHQ]\�WR�GR�PRUH�DQG�VDF-
ULğFH�EHLQJ�WRJHWKHU��7KLV�LV�ZK\�ZH�KDYH�ğYH�QHZ�&RPPXQLW\�
*URXSV� VWDUWLQJ� LQ� WKH� QH[W�PRQWK�� <RXU� HOGHUV� DQG� ([HFXWLYH�
Launch Team believe in this and are all involved in living in 
community with one another. This is why Cassie and I have cut 
back on our kid’s involvement this fall. Just this week, we cut 
a Wednesday night activity because we want to intentionally 
create space in our schedule so we can have all of you over to 
the house! 

We Value the Leadership of Elders 
We believe the Bible tells us that the church should be led by a 
group of mature elders. 

To the elders among you … Be shepherds of God’s 
ĠRFN�WKDW�LV�XQGHU�\RXU�FDUH��ZDWFKLQJ�RYHU�WKHPŌ
not because you must, but because you are willing, 
as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest 
JDLQ��EXW�HDJHU�WR�VHUYH����3HWHU����ŋ���



Jesus is the living head of the church; He alone is the Chief 
Shepherd (our Senior Pastor). At the same time, in shepherding 
+LV�ĠRFN��-HVXV�KDV�HQWUXVWHG�LWV�FDUH�DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�WR�D�JURXS�
of mature elders. This is so healthy for our church because col-
OHFWLYHO\� WKHVH� PHQ� KDYH� RYHU� ���� \HDUV� RI� H[SHULHQFH�� 2Q� D�
weekly basis they give at least 10 hours serving you: 

» They bear the primary responsibility to set the direction of our 
church. 

» They will pray and anoint people with oil. 

Ŋ�7KH\�ZLOO�JHW�LQYROYHG�LQ�GLIğFXOW�FRXQVHOLQJ�

» They bear the primary responsibility that the staff are mentally 
and spiritually healthy and supported.  

What does this look like? I am not in charge. I am accountable 
to the elders. These men are so important to me because I don’t 
bear the responsibility to lead alone. Sometimes the load is too 
heavy for me. Sometimes I feel weak. Sometimes I have no idea 
what should be done. And these men are right there with me 
carrying the load; supporting me; loving me; encouraging me; 
praying for me.  

Let me give you a snapshot into the inner-workings of CPC lead-
ership. Two years ago Cassie and I were interviewing with the el-
ders to join the staff here. The maturity, seasoning and godliness 
of the CPC elders was a clear difference from any other church 
we interviewed with. We felt God was calling us to join the staff 
at CPC so that we could work alongside of these godly men. 

This last week, I was having lunch with Neal Benson, our newly 
hired Campus Pastor at the Foster City Campus, and he said, “We 
felt that God was clearly calling us to join the CPC staff because 
the elders are amazing. We wanted to work alongside men like 
that.” 

We Value Evangelism 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. All 
authority has been given to me. Based upon His 
authority and power, he tells us to do something. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:18–20).

Jesus says as you go and make disciples—we do this as we live 
RXU� GDLO\� OLYHV� DW�ZRUN�� LQ� RXU� QHLJKERUKRRGV�� UHOD[LQJ� LQ� RXU�
cities; everywhere we go—we have the opportunity to share 
about how good and loving Jesus is. 

-XVW�OLNH�LWłV�QDWXUDO�IRU�D�FDQQRQEDOO�WR�Ġ\�ZKHQ�JXQSRZGHU�H[-
plodes, it’s natural for us to share the amazing message of sal-
vation when Jesus saves us. I believe it’s a natural principle of 
OLIH�WKDW�ZH�QDWXUDOO\�WDON�DERXW�ZKDW�ZHłUH�H[FLWHG�DERXW��6RPH�
PLVXVH� WKLV�E\�DOORZLQJ� WKHPVHOYHV� WR�JHW�H[FLWHG�DERXW�SURE-
lems, so they spend a lot of time complaining, venting and gos-
VLSLQJ��7KH\łUH�GRLQJ�WKLV�EHFDXVH�WKH\łUH�H[FLWHG�DERXW�LW��

-HVXV�ZDQWV�XV�WR�EH�VR�H[FLWHG�DERXW�+LP�WKDW�ZH�QDWXUDOO\�WDON�
about Him. That’s what it means when Jesus says, as you go 
make disciples, talk about me.  

I invite each one of you to consider joining us. To open yourself 
up to being loved by our church community. To hear God speak 
WR�\RX�IURP�+LV�ZRUG��7R�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�IUHHGRP�RI�JUDFH��7R�
connect with God in heart-level intimacy through worship. And 
WR�QDWXUDOO\�WHOO�RWKHUV�DERXW�WKH�H[FLWLQJ�WKLQJV�*RG�LV�GRLQJ����

It’s not an accident that any of us are here today. 

If you sense that God is leading you to join us, then come along. 
<RXU� QH[W� VWHS� LV� SUHWW\� HDV\ŌVWDUW� PDNLQJ� IULHQGV� DQG� VWDUW�
coming weekly. 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.
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