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We've been looking at 1 Corinthians and all the different ways to
mess up a perfectly good church. Last week we learned sleeping
with your stepmother isn't good. Still true! In the coming weeks
we'll deal more with sexual issues, and with getting drunk at
communion, divorce, eating food sacrificed to idols, the gift of
tongues and all kinds of craziness. It ought to be obvious by now
the church at Corinth was far from ideal. You'd probably never
choose to be part of a church like this if you knew about all the
issues going in.

But one of the things | love about this letter is nothing is swept
under the rug. Paul isn't embarrassed to address issues that make
us blush. And today is no exception as we come to 1 Cor. 6:1-11
where Paul deals with some folks in the church who were at each
other's throats. It reminds us that Christians who live in commu-
nity together are going to experience some conflict and disagree-
ment. We should expect that from time to time.

Sometimes these disagreements revolve around money. As
Christians, as a church, sometimes we do business together.
We sell homes to each other; we rent homes from each other.
We buy and sell cars to each other. We hire someone from the
church to build an addition on our house or lay carpet or fix our
teeth or tutor our children. Maybe we start a business together
like a restaurant. It makes sense that we do this. We feel if this
person is a believer we should be able to trust them. We want to
help each other. If you've got a business or a skill, | want to hire
you so we can help one another out and feed our families.

But what if someone doesn't do a good job, doesn't follow
through, doesn't meet expectations, doesn't complete the work,
or doesn't get paid for the work they did do—what then? What
if you lend a brother some cash and you set up a payment plan
but six months later he stops sending the checks? You need that
money. But he says he can't afford to pay it any more. What do
you do? How should Christians respond when something has
gone wrong in a business deal with another Christian in their
church? That's what was happening in Corinth and this is what
Paul addresses in 6:1-11.

Do not take your brethren to secular courts.

In our society we know the answer is to demand your rights
and then if those rights aren't honored you go get a lawyer. We
have between 80 and 90 million lawsuits filed every year in this
country. Seventy percent of the world's lawyers are in America
with 50,000 being added every year. The litigious nature of our
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society can creep into the church. In recent years, a pastor sued
his denomination for age discrimination because he couldn't
find a church willing to hire him for the salary he demanded.
The board of trustees of another church in Louisiana filed suit to
fire their pastor. A few days later, another group, claiming to be
the real trustees, filed a countersuit, asking that those who had
filed the previous suit be removed as church members. A family
in lllinois sued their church for injuries their 15-year-old son suf-
fered at a church picnic when he fell out of a tree. His parents
had watched him climb the tree and warned him to be careful,
but after he fell, they sued the church.

This is what was happening in Corinth. Look what Paul says
in v. 1. “Does any one of you, when he has a case against his
neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous and not before
the saints?” It's interesting their society was much like ours in
this regard. William Barclay says, “The Greeks were characteristi-
cally a litigious people. The law courts were one of their chief en-
tertainment's.” You can imagine that makes for a very unhappy
church. Imagine showing up on Sunday morning and sitting next
to someone who is suing you! It makes it kind of tough to sing
“They will know we are Christians by our love" together. It makes
for a very awkward prayer meeting when people are asking for
prayer to beat one another in court. This was going on in Corinth.
And Paul wasn't happy about it. He says, “...do you dare to go to
law before the unrighteous and not before the saints?” Paul is
aghast at this. He can't believe they have the audacity to do this.
This is crazy.

As believers we should settle disputes among
ourselves.

Right off the bat Paul says how to instead deal with these mat-
ters. He indicates they should have gone before the saints. Most
of us think of “saints” as dead guys, but this is Paul's stock in
trade term for everyday believers like you and me. He's saying,
“Listen, you should keep these matters in the family. Take care of
these issues among yourselves." Remember in chapter 5 he said
they had no business judging unbelievers. Well, here he kind of
reverses that and says you shouldn't let unbelievers judge you
either. You should deal with these things in-house.

What does this look like? Say you're doing a real estate deal with
someone in the church. You're selling them a home. You're giving
them a good deal because you care about them. But when the
deal goes through they don't pay you everything they said they



would. What do you do? Do you hire a lawyer? No. You try to
work it out. If you can't, you go to the leaders of the church. You
both agree to give them your case and do what they tell you. If
the leaders are smart they'll bring in a godly real estate agent, or
mortgage broker, someone who gets these things, and let them
look at the facts and advise them in making a judgment.

There are a lot of reasons we may not want to do that. Perhaps we
feel the church isn't capable to deal with this kind of thing. Why
leave it to the amateurs? Or perhaps we're embarrassed to have
to deal with these kinds of things in front of our friends. What
will they think of us? Or perhaps we feel for some reason we
won't get a fair shake; our rights won't really be upheld. Maybe
we don't really trust the leaders of the church to be fair.

So in the next few verses Paul gives some reasons why they
should do this. The first reason he gives is when you consider the
destiny of believers you can see they're more than competent to
deal with these things. Look at verses 2—6.
Or do you not know that the saints will judge the
world? If the world is judged by you, are you not
competent to constitute the smallest law courts?
Do you not know that we will judge angels? How
much more matters of this life? So if you have law
courts dealing with matters of this life, do you ap-
point them as judges who are of no account in the
church? | say this to your shame s it so, that there
is not among you one wise man who will be able to
decide between his brethren, but brother goes to
law with brother, and that before unbelievers?

This is wild, isn'tit? I'll bet you never would have thought of this.
Paul says your destiny as God's holy people is to participate with
Him in judging the world, and that includes angels. Where did
Paul get that? Listen to these verses: Dan. 7:27 says, “Then the
sovereignty, the dominion, and the greatness of all the kingdoms
under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints
of the Highest One...” In Matt. 19:28 Jesus says to his disciples,
“Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regen-
eration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you
also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.” And remember Rev. 20:4, “And | saw thrones, and they
sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And | saw the
souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of
Jesus and because of the word of God...and they came to life and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” Paul is saying here:
“Hey man, are you telling me you who are going to sit on thrones
and judge the world and angels can't even take on these measly
little business squabbles?” That's how Paul sees them. We think
they're big things, but to Paul they're small compared to the
things we'll deal with in the age to come. So Paul says, “Come on!
You Corinthians are so proud of all your wisdom! Now you're
telling me you can't find one guy in your church wise enough to
deal with something like this?" It's kind of like if you had one of

the Supreme Court justices at your disposal to make a decision
on a minor traffic offense but you declined to use him in favor of
someone fresh out of law school. It doesn't make sense.

That's the first reason: the body of Christ is more than compe-
tent to deal with these matters. The second reason is very simply
put—we're family. We're brethren. Four times in these verses he
reminds us we're brothers, and of course when he says “brothers”
that includes sisters. Verse 5, “...decide between his brethren.”
Verse 6, “brother goes to law with brother...” Then look down at
v. 8, “You do this even to your brethren.” So Paul is pulling out the
family card and saying, “Families, don't do this to one another."
Of course, in our society they actually do do this to one another.
Butthe idea s it shouldn't be that way. Brothers love one another.
They look out for one another. | go back to something | said last
week—a lot of this sounds foreign to us because we don't have
the kind of intimate relationships within the church family Paul
assumes exist. We buzz into church five minutes late and bolt
during the last song. That's the only contact we have with the
church family all week long. So for this to make sense we need
to step into a deeper experience of community. We need to be
sharing life with fellow believers. Sometimes it takes a crisis like
the one Vicente went through to show us how significant our
church family really is; how much we really need each other.

There is one more reason Paul gives here for doing this. You
have to read between the lines a bit but look again at v. 6. “...but
brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers?”
Why does he say “...and that before unbelievers™ He's saying
the real shame here is the dirty laundry of the church is aired
out for the whole world to see. In John 13:35 Jesus says, “By this
all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for
one another.” So the world looks at this and they have a field day
because it gives them one more reason for their unbelief: “You
Christians are no better than we are; you don't have anything
different than we have. You need a judge to come and settle
matters between you and force you to do the right thing. What
have you got to offer us?" So the cause of Christ is degraded in
society.

Tim LaHaye, writer of the Left Behind books sued the Christian
producer of the movies that were made based on his books for
not making a better movie. LaHaye's lawyer stated: “We wanted
to provide a really strong Christian message.” | hope you see the
irony in that! Yeah right. So let's sue our brother so we can get
the message out! (http://www.crosswalk.com/news/508534/)

You may be wondering, how far does this go? Are there ever
exceptions to this? The answer is yes. We have to balance this
teaching out with Romans 13:1-7. There Paul says God institutes
secular government and law, and he works for justice through
the government and through the court of law. We should be
law-abiding citizens. So when someone breaks a law we have



every right to call the cops. Perhaps a helpful distinction is be-
tween sins and crimes. The church deals more with sins than
with crimes. If a crime is committed, call the proper authorities.
If a sin is committed, don't call them. They won't come. Don't
call the police and say, “Come over right now! Someone in my
churchlied to me. That's wrong. It says so in the Bible." They won't
come, right? You're on your own. You can't file a suit because
someone got drunk or gossiped. Those aren't crimes. Those are
sins. So a lot of things only fit in the church because we deal with
sins. Other things fitin the courts because they're crimes. | know
sometimes there is a fine line here, but it's a helpful distinction.
God forbid, if someone ever abused one of our children here in
Sunday School, that's a crime and we'll get the proper authorities
involved. The Catholic Church has made a huge mistake on this
one and they're paying for it. In this passage Paul isn't giving the
church the right to cover up crimes.

Even better, we should be willing to take the loss.

But Paul isn't finished. He wants to take this one step further.
Look at verses 7—8.
Actually, then, itis already a defeat for you, thatyou
have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be
wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? On the
contrary, you yourselves wrong and defraud. You
do this even to your brethren.

Paul says let's go back to the root of this whole thing. Let's go
back to the dispute itself. The very fact you've allowed this thing
to get this far is a defeat for you. You've lost even before you go
to court. It would be better if you just took the loss. It would
be better if you just ate it. It would be better if you just decided
there are more important things in life than getting your rights
vindicated; some things are more important than money. Isn't
this what Jesus taught? In Matt. 5:39-40 he says, “Do not resist
him who is evil; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn
to him the other also. And if anyone wants to sue you, and take
your shirt, let him have your coat also.” And of course he mod-
eled the same thing he taught. Peter writes, “When they hurled
their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered,
he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who
judges justly” (1 Pet. 2:23).

That's hard for us to swallow, isn't it? It seems there are more
important things in life than winning. There are more impor-
tantthings than our rights being recognized. Sometimes it's even
better just to eat it. This is hard for us. Why is it so hard? A lot
of reasons. It might be our pride. By taking the loss we end up
looking like the one who was wrong in the first place. We hate
the thought of that person looking like he won. Or it might be
greed. We can't let the money go. Sometimes it's justice. God
is a God of justice. So we fight to the bitter end in the name of
justice. And sometimes when we're defending others who can't
defend themselves that's good. But most of the time it's all about

me. We forget we'll never get perfect justice here on earth. So
what do we do? We wait for that last judgment; that day at the
end where Jesus straightens it all out, and you finally get your
day in court.

A lot of this is a faith issue for us. The only way you'll be able
to let something like this go and let yourself be wronged is to
believe God will take care of you. God will provide for you and in
the end God will bring everything to light. God will judge. If you
don't believe that you'll never be able to let it go.

Those who wrong and defraud forget who they
are.

So Paul goes on and he reminds the Corinthians of who they are
and that the way they're acting contradicts that. Look at verses
9-11.
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived;
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves,
nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. Such
were some of you; but you were washed, but you
were sanctified, but you were justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our
God.

Sometimes we rip these verses out of their context. I've heard
sermons on these verses that have nothing to do with the issues
Paul is dealing with in chapter 6. That's a mistake. Paul is saying
people who wrong and defraud others won't get away with it.
If you live this way and call yourself a Christian you're actually
deceived. You think they can say, “Oh | am a Christian. | have
eternal life. I've accepted Jesus so | have my fire insurance.” But
all the while you live a wretched life. Paul says, “You're deceived.
People who live like that will not inherit the kingdom of God."

We're not talking here about people who struggle with sin. We
all struggle with sin. We're not talking about people who are re-
pentant over sin. We're talking about people who live this way
and have no sorrow over it but somehow still think they're saved.
Paul says, “You're deceived.” | believe the evangelical church
makes a huge mistake here. We give people assurance of salva-
tion because they prayed a prayer when they were six years old
and maybe even got baptized but there is no fruit in their lives.
It's not that these people have lost their salvation but rather that
perhaps they were never saved in the first place.

He gives a long list. We don't have time to go into every single
item on this list. Notice he includes some things we might con-
sider real bad but they're right alongside of some things we
might be tempted to think aren't so bad. We think fornicators
and adulterers, they're bad. Homosexuals, thieves, they're even
worse. By the way, homosexuality was rampant in that culture.
That's why he mentions both active and passive participants in



this. But then he talks about those who are covetous and those
who drink too much and those who revile or slander or gossip.
We tend to tolerate and overlook those things. But Paul puts
them all side to side. Sin is sin. You see, all of these things have as
their root selfishness; the kind of grasping and demanding that
the Corinthians were falling into in their lawsuits. Even sexual sin
has selfishness at its root. Paul says you can't live in and practice
any of those things and expect to inherit the kingdom of God.

Don't you love what he says here? “...and such were some of
you...” The church is made up of people who used to live that
way. We're not any better than anyone else. But something
happened to us. Someone changed us. What does he say? He
says, “And such were some of you, but you were washed. But
you were sanctified. But you were justified.” All of that was done
in the name of Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. When you
become a Christian something happens to you. It's not like you
decide you're going to be a different person and turn over a new
leaf in life. No! Salvation is all about what God does for you. He
washes you clean from sin. He sets you apart as holy. He declares
you not guilty and gives you a righteous status before him.

Really what Paul is saying to the Corinthians is what we've seen
before in this letter. He keeps coming back to this: You need to
live out what you are. You've been washed, set apart, justified;
now live what you are. Don't act like people who have no inheri-
tance in the kingdom of God. 1 love what John Newton once said,
“l am not what | ought to be. | am not what | wish to be. 1 am not

what I hope to be. Yet | can truly say I am not what | once was. By
the grace of God 1 am what l am.”

Conclusion

So here is what it comes down to: Have we been transformed?
Are we different? Are we brothers and sisters in Christ? Then
whatever disputes we have, let's settle it. With love and compas-
sion for each other, let's deal with the issues between us. If we
need to, let's call in a third party of godly character and objec-
tive reasoning and talk about our hurts. Let's settle it. No sense
holding it in and letting it fester. That only poisons us further
against being able to love our brother. We won't just reluctantly
accept whatever decision is made but deep down in our hearts
stay resentful; nurse the bitterness. We're going to settle it.
We're going to get to the heart of the matter and learn to forgive
each other.

It makes perfect sense to do this as we celebrate the death of
Jesus this morning in communion. He took the wrongs you com-
mitted and chose to suffer for them. He did this so you could
be washed. As you hold in your hands symbols of the body and
blood of Jesus poured out for you, how can you hold on to those
wrongs done to you? May our actions and our hearts match
what these symbols represent.
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